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Julia  Finch  on  company  sleaze 
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Jeremy  irons  speaks  out 


The  sun  sets  on 
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Outrage  at 

£10m  bill 

for  legal  aid 


I Has  the  butler  done  it? 


Dan  Atkinson,  Stuart  Millar 
and  Clare  Dyer 


A FRAUD  case  in- 
volving a Danish 
bank,  Scandina- 
vian defendants 
and  property  in 
Spain  and  Gi- 
braltar is  expected  to  end 
today  at  a cost  of  up  to  £10 
million  to  the  British  tax- 
payer in  legal  aid.  despite  in- 
volving no  Britons  and  hav- 
ing no  relevance  to  this 
country. 

The  record-breaking  bill  is 
certain  to  cause  outrage  and 
strengthen  the  Government's 
resolve  to  curb  state  payouts 
in  undeserving  cases. 

At  least  two  of  the  principal 
defendants  in  Jyske  Bank  ver- 
sus Spjeldnaes  and  others, 
none  of  whom  Is  British,  have 
received  millions  of  pounds 
In  legal  aid. 

All  the  main  defendants  are 
believed  to  be  eligible  for  pub- 
lic support  because  of  their 
straitened  circumstances.  As 
a result,  taxpayers  have  been 
landed  not  only  with  lawyers’ 
fees  but  also  court  costs  and 
language  Interpretation  fees. 

Whatever  the  judgment 
when  Justice  Evans- Lombe 
delivers  his  380-page  sum- 
mary In  the  High  Court  today, 
the  case  will  intensify  pres- 
sure for  root-and-branch 
reform  of  legal  aid  to  prevent 
trials  of  no  relevance  to  this 
country  being  financed  from 
the  public  purse. 

The  case  has  been  running 
for  more  than  a year,  al- 
though its  origins  date  back 
to  the  early  1990s.  Jyske. 
which  has  offices  in  the  City, 
is  suing  a number  of  people  in 
a civil  action  claiming  they 
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engaged  in  a £50  million  prop- 
erty fraud  against  the  bank. 

At  the  heart  of  the  case  is 
Jyske’s  Gibraltar  offshoot  and 
Its  former  managing  director 
Jan-Hemming  Spjeldnaes. 
The  ‘ bank  alleges-  he  con- 
spired with  other  defendants 
to  make  loans  in  breach  of  Gi- 
braltar’s bank  regulations  to 
companies  of  which  he  was  a 
secret  participant  The  loans, 
it  is  said,  were  for  property 
speculation  In  Spain. 

Jyske  decided  to  go  to  law 
in  Britain  and  seek  the  return 
of  the  money.  This  made  the 
defendants  the  responsibility 
of  the  British  taxpayer. 

The  chief  defendants  be- 
came eligible  for  some  legal 
aid  as  all  were  considered  in- 
capable of  paying  folly  for . 
their  own  defences.  In  Spjeld- ! 
naes’s  case,  the  legal  aid  was  i 
paid  from  1993. 

There  was  outrage  in  No- 
vember when  it  was  reported 
that  two  other  defendants, 
one  Danish  and  one  Norwe- 


gian, had  refused  to  attend 
court  in  person  as  they 
claimed  this  would  have 
made  them  ineligible  for  wel 
fere  benefits  In  their  home 
countries.  Their  legal  aid  was 
finally  terminated 

Some  legal  experts  are  pre- 
dicting the  controversy  may 
not  only  increase  rails  for  for- 
eigners to  be  barred  from 
legal  aid,  but  lead  to  the  de- 
mise of  the  entire  system. 

Last  year  the  Conservative 
government  backed  away 
from  proposals  in  a white 
paper  including  restricting 
access  to  foreigners.  The 
white  paper  followed  hard  on 
the  heels  of  cases  which 
prompted  public  outrage  at 
the  perceived  misuse  of 
funds. 

In  one,  Jawad  Hashim,  a 
millionaire  Iraqi  business- 
man and  former  aide  to  the 
Iraqi  leader,  Saddam  Hussein, 
obtained  £4  million  legal  aid 
to  fight  a losing  battle  in  the 
High  Court  against  the  Arab 
Monetary  Fund,  which 
claimed  he  had  diverted 
mill  inn  from  the  fond  into 
Swiss  bank  accounts. 

He  was  granted  legal  aid  de- 
spite having  six  homes 
around  the  world  because  the 
fund  was  claiming  these  and 
other  assets,  thus  excluding 
them  from  the  means  test 

In  April  last  year,  a Ger 
man  investor  living  in  Italy 
sued  the  Japanese  electronics 
giant,  Sony,  in  the  High  Court 
at  a cost  to  the  British  tax 

payer  of  £500,000  in  legal  aid. 

in  a criminal  raw*,  13  Nige- 
rians, some  from  wealthy 

families,  received  £750,000  in 
legal  aid  to  defend  themselves 
against  charges  of  perpetrat 
ine  Britain's  biggest  benefits 
fraud. 


D-day  for 
building 
societies 
nationwide 


Richard  Miles 
and  UnaSafgol 


WOULD-BE  fat  cat 
Michael  Hardern 
was  serving  drinks 
to  callers  at  his  West  Lon- 
don flat  yesterday  as  he 
awaited  the  outcome  of  his 
three- month  campaign  to 
force  the  Nationwide,  Brit- 
ain's biggest  building  soci- 
ety. to  float  on  the  stock 
market. 

Today,  the  Nationwide 
will  announce  whether  Mr 
Hardern.  a freelance  butler 
and  former  follower  of  the 
Hare  Krishna  sect,  has  won 
a seat  on  its  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  so  force  the  build- 
ing society  to  pay  windfalls 
of  between  £1.000  and 

£2.000  to  its  3.5  million 
members. 

If  the  vote  swings  in 
favour  of  Mr  Hardern,  it  is 
likely  to  spell  the  end  of  the 
150-year-old  building  soci- 
ety movement. 

The  self-styled  carpet* 
bagger-in-chief  was  cau- 
tiously optimistic  about  his 
chances.  “This  has  been  an 
Albanian-style  election,” 
said  Mr  Hardern  from  his 
rooftop  terrace.  “If  I win. 
Ill  go  to  the  board  and 
become  a fat  cat. 

“Running  a building  soci- 
ety is  like  running  the 
country.  The  people  are  up 
at  one  end,  and  the  money  is 
at  the  other.” 

Mr  Hardern  has  already 
lined  up  his  next  victim, 

Birmingham  Midshires, 
even  though  it  has  expelled 
him  from  its  membership  as 
“not  working  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  society”. 
Midshires  yesterday  closed 
its  doors  to  new  savers  in  an 
attempt  to  fend  off  the 
carpetbaggers. 

With  1_2  million  votes 
cast  in  the  Nationwide  poll 
— nearly  four  times  the  size 
of  the  ballot  last  year — the 
society  was  last  night  pre- 
paring for  the  worst. 


Bookie  tells  punter:  £50,000  bet’s  off 


Lawrence  Donegan 

FOR  amateur  golfer  and 
reformed  alcoholic  Bar- 
day  Howard,  making  the 
cut  in  the  Open  at  Royal  Troon 
last  week  was  the  proudest  mo- 
ment of  his  life.  For  his  friend 
Davie  Brown  it  was  far  more 
Important  than  that 
Howard's  achievement  in 
completing  four  rounds  at 
Royal  Troon  in  a respectable 
nine  over  par  earned  him  the  i 
silver  medal  awarded  to  the 
best  amateur  in  the  champi- 
onship. It  should  also  have 
earned  Mr  Brown  £50,000, 
courtesy  of  Ladbrokes,  but  in- 
stead the  32-year-old  sub-post- 
master from  Falkirk  finds 
himself  embroiled  in  a bitter 
row  with  the  bookmaker  over 
its  refusal  to  honour  a beL 
Mr  Brown  has  a Ladbrokes 
betting  slip  confirming  that  he 
placed  £100  at  500-1  on  How- 
ard to  play  all  four  rounds  at 
the  Open  [only  the  top  70  play- 
ers after  two  days  are  allowed 
to  complete  the  tournament! 
but  the  company  refuses  to 
pay,  claiming  refuge  in  a little- 
knuwn  bookmakers'  rule 
caBed  “palpable  error”. 

"Clearly,  the  odds  that  were 
written  on  this  man's  belting 
slip  were  incorrect  The  odds 
for  Howard  to  make  the  cut 
after  two  rounds  should  have 
been  6-1  and  not  500-1.  A mis- 
take was  made  — a ‘palpable 
error’  — and  that  means  the 
bet  is  not  valid.  We  will  pay 


Vincent  Hanna 
dies,  aged  57 
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Punter  Davie  Brown  and  the  disputed  betting  slip 


out  on  the  correct  odds,  which 
means  £700,  and  give  him  an 
ex  gratia  payment  of  another 
£700  as  a gesture  of  goodwill,” 
Ladbrokes’s  spokesman  Ian 
WasseU  said  yesterday. 

Mr  Brown  has  refused  the 
firm’s  offer  and  said  last  night 
he  was  seeking  legal  advice. 
“Tbet  on  Barclay  in  good  faith 
and  my  money  was  accepted 
— i have  a-  betting  slip  to 
prove  it.  The  only  palpable 
error  that  has  been  made  is 
that  it  doesn't  seem  as  though 
ru  get  my  £50,000.” 

Mr  Brown  placed  the  bet  at 
Ladbrokes's  Stenhousemuir 
office  last  Wednesday,  the  day 
before  the  Open  started.  “Hie 
cashier  I spoke  to  made  sev- 
eral phone  calls  before  telling 
me  the  odds.  I was  only  going 
to  put  on  £10  but  i thought 
500-1  was  a decent  price  for 


Barclay  — especially  as  he  is 
such  a great  player  — and  de- 
cided to  make  it  £100.” 

He  was  telephoned  by  Lad- 
brokes that  night  and  in- 
formed that  the  bet  was  void 
because  he  bad  been  given 
the  wrong  odds. 

Michael  Swinger,  eihairman 
of  the  National  Association 
for  the  Protection  of  Punters, 
BnM  last  night  that,  under  a 
parliamentary  act  of  the 
mid-iBOOs,  gambling  bets 
were  not  considered  to  be  le- 
gally hinding  but  "debts  Of 
honour”. 

“If  a bookmaker  decides  not 
to  pay  out  or  if  a punter 
doesn't  pay  for  a losing  bet, 
there  is  nothing  either  side 
mm  do.  The  iTvInstry  is  self- 
regulnttng- 

“Mr  Brown's  is  me  of  the 
most  dreadftil  cases  I’ve  come 
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across.  The  doctrine  of ‘palpa- 
ble error1  is  just  one  of  the 
many  get-out  clause  bookies 
can  invoke  when  they  don’t 
want  to  pay  out" 

But  Mr  WasseU  insisted 
Ladbrokes  had  acted  in  accor- 
dance with  the  rules.  Mr 
Brown  could  apply  to  the 
Sporting  Life  arbitration  com- 
mittee for  a ruling  on  his  bet 
and  the  company  would  agree 
to  be  bound  by  Its  findings. 
Mr  WasseU  said:  “In  this 
instance  there  was  a commu- 
nications error  between  the 
cashier  who  took  the  bet  and 
another  shop.” 

Asked  whether  his  com- 
pany would  refund  a punter 
who  claimed  a “communica- 
tions error”  had  caused  him 
to  bet  on  a losing  horse,  Mr 
WasseU  replied:  “Of  course 
not  If  s not  the  same  thing." 


Andrew  Cuff 
Media  Correspondent 

VINCENT  Hanna,  the 
broadcaster  and  politi- 
cal pundit  described  by 
colleagues  as  one  of  the  best 
journalists  of  his  generation, 
died  yesterday. 

Tie  57-year-old  Ulsterman, 
who  elevated  the  exit  poll  to 
an  art  form,  bad  been  on  a 
life-support  machine  In  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Bel- 
fast. after  suffering  a heart 
attack  on  Monday.  His  family 
were  at  his  bedside  when  he 
died. 

His  father-in-law.  Lord  Fitt 


Vincent  Hanna . . . suffered 
a massive  heart  attack 
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aged  71.  the  former  leader  of 
the  nationalist  SDLP,  was 
being  treated  in  the  same  hos- 
pital after  suffering  a sus- 
pected heart  attack  while  vis- 
iting Mr  Hanna.  He  was 
“comfortable”  last  night 

Pat  Loughrey,  controller  of 
BBC  Northern  Ireland,  said: 
“Vincent  Hanna  was  one  of 
the  best  journalists  of  his  gen- 
eration. He  had  a profound  in- 
sight into  politics  and  politi- 
cians. but  combined  bis : 
analytical  skills  with  a 
human  touch.  He  was 
respected  and  loved  by  all 
who  knew  him." 

Tony  Blair  said  he  was  sad- 
dened to  learn  of  Mr  Hanna's 
death,  while  Lord  Parkinson, 
chairman  of  the  Conservative 
Party,  said:  "He  was  one  of 
the  great  characters  in  the 
broadcasting  world.  He  was  a 
consummate  professional 
whose  vitality  and  wit  will  be 
sorely  m issed.” 

Mr  Hanna  was  presenter  of 
Channel  4's  A Week  In  Poli- 
tics, Radio  4's  Medium  wave, 
and  Radio  5 Live's  late-night 
discussion  programme  After 
Hours. 

Friends  said  Mr  Hanna,  a 
former  Guardian  sports  col- 
umnist, had  been  under  tre- 
mendous stress  because  of  his 
heavy  work  schedule. 

Obituary,  page  10 
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off  in  the  shadows 


Simon  Hoggart 


A PRESS  release  from 
/\  Central  Office  plops  on 
# Ho  my  desk-  “A  New 
Look  For  A New  Leader  ” the 
heading  trills. 

'"The  leader  of  the  Party,  the 
RtHon  William  Hague  MP, 
has  had  his  ‘official’  photo 
taken  by  top  photographer 
Graham  Plggott. 

“The  hill  face  close-up 
shows  Mr  Hague,  in  a blue  suit 
and  shirt  and  his  familiar  gold 
tie.  looking  serious  but  with  a 
smile  playing  about  his  mouth 
and  eyes.  A spokesman  for  his 
office  said  the  photo  showed 
the  real  Mr  Hague — serious 
but  warm,  youthful  but 
assured 

“The  spokesman  particu- 
larly praised  “the  way  his  shirt 
is  fashions  bly  slashed  to  the 
waist,  showing  offhis  collec- 
tion of  biker  tattoos'.” 

(I  made  the  last  sentence  up, 
but  you  get  the  Idea,) 

Off  to  the  House  I sauntered, 
a smile  playing  about  my 
mouth  and  eyes,  a frown,  play- 
ing about  my  nose,  and  a vitu- 
perative snail  playing  about 
my  ears  and  chin. 

This  is  becoming  a very 
strange  place.  I suspect  it  is 
partly  because  one  side  of  the 
Chamber  is  disconsolate,  hav- 
ing no  hope  of  real  power  in 
the  foreseeable  fixture. 

The  Tory  side  is  even  worse. 
The  fact  is  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  MPs  of  all  parties 
have  far  too  little  to  do,  no 
hope  of  preferment,  and  so 
rely  on  a desperate  form  of 
showing  off 
Take  Hazel  Blears,  the 
Labour  MP  for  Salford.  She 
wanted  to  ask  the  Health  Sec- 
retary "what  action  he  is  tak- 
ing to  address  the  problems  of 
want,  idleness,  squalor.  Igno- 
rance and  disease?" 


I bow  to  few  people  in  my 
adm i ration  for  Mr  Dobson, 
but  thm  programme  would  be 
a tall  order  for  Our  Lord  and 
Maker,  never  mind  a politi- 
cian, even  a minister  serving 

New  Labour. 

Sadly,  Ms  Blear's  question 
was  not  reached,  though  it  will 
shortly  receive  a written 
answer. 

(Suggested,  reply:  "We  shall 
abolish  the  lot.  in  accordance 
with  our  manifesto  commit- 
ment, except  far  Idleness, 
which  we  rather  like.”) 

Question  Number  Four,  and 
up  rose  Desmond  Swayne  (C, 
New  Forest  W),  the  Cad  of  the 
Commons.  Flashman  himqrff 
could  not  get  more  of  a sneer 
into  his  opening  line,  "Ques- 
tion Four,  Madam  Speaker!” 

A Labour  MP  shouted  ‘Its  a 
full  moon  tonight!" 

With  his  floppy  hair,  floppy 
ties,  and  oddly  protruberant 
upper  lip,  Mr  Swayne  is,  I sus- 
pect, a BBC  stunt  He  is  actu- 
ally one  of  Harry  Enfield's 
much-loved  characters,  Tory 
Boy  10  years  on.  Somehow 
they  got  him  into  the  House, 
and  in  the  next  series  weH  see 
his  appearances  inserted  Into 
witty  sketches.  It’s  the  only 

Explanation  T can  think  offer 

Mr  Swayne. 

Ron  Davies,  once  a fierce 
opponent  of  devolution  for 
Wales,  is  now,  as  Welsh  Secre- 
tary, its  keenest  supporter. 
Yesterday  he  introduced  the 
white  paper  which  describes 
the  new  assembly.  However, 
our  attention  focused  on 
Michael  Anc  ram,  the  Tories’ 
new  constitutional  spokes- 
man and  a close  friend  ofWIL- 
liam  Hague. 

Mr  Ancram  was  rather 
effective.  The  minister,  he 
said,  would  be  a mere  messen- 
ger boy  between  the  assembly 
and  the  Cabinet — “a  glorified 
Postman  Hat". 

As  fbr  the  white  paper,  it 
was  “a  sales  pitch  for  a dodgy 
timeshare”. 

Poor  Mr  Davies  suffered 
many  attacks,  until  being  res- 
cued by  Lembit  Opik.  a Lib- 
eral Democrat.  Mr  Opik  is  an 
exotic  figure,  being  an  Esto- 
nian raised  in  Ulster,  sitting 
fora  Welsh  seat  He  liked  the 
white  paper  alnt 


Review 


Shed  all  sophistry, 
and  a turkey  is  left 


Rachel  Withers 


New  Holland 

East  International 
exhibition,  Norwich 

I Jk  fHENisashednota 
\/\/  shed?  Whemappar- 
V V ently.it  is  placed  on  a 
university  campus  and  has 
music  booming  from  inside. 
Comford  and  Cross's  exhibit 
for  the  East  International  art 
show.  New  Holland,  consists 
of  a standard-issue  corru- 
gated-steel shed,  set  up  next  to 
the  University  of  East  An- 
glia's prized  Sainsbury  Centre 
and  modified  by  the  addition 
of  a PA  system  and  elimina- 
tion of  any  visible  point  of 
entry. 

Actually,  this  object’s  pro- 
portions are  those  of  a tinkey- 
breeding shed — although 
there's  nothing  to  teQ  you  that 
According  to  the  blurb,  the 
work  “identifies  the  use  erf ‘un- 
sustainable resources’  in  the 
aerospace  modernism  in  Nor- 
man Foster's  Sainsbury  Cen- 
tre, through  setting  up  the 
relationship  between  inten- 
sive forming  and  second  world 
war  air  bases  in  East  Anglia”. 
Gripes.  Casual  gallery-goers 
who  find  the  imaginative  ac- 
robatics demanded  by  modem 
art  forcing  their  blood  pres- 
sure to  dangerous  levels  had 
better  give  this  one  a miss. 

Forme,  the  juxtaposition  erf* 
New  Holland  and  Foster's 
building  highlight*  their  dif- 
ferences, not  their  similar- 
ities. The  former  Is  tacky, 
squat  and  bland;  the  latter,  ar- 


rogantly beautiful,  superbly 
proportioned,  sexily  tense  in 
its  structure.  Sure,  that  souve- 
nir bronze  paperweight  that 
you’ve  been  trying  to  lose  for 
years  may  be  made  from  the 
same  stuff  as  a Brancusi 
sculpture,  but  that’s  no  skin 
off  Brancusi’s  nose. 

Moreover,  the  sounds  the 
shed  emits  aren’t  distress  calls 
from  compressed  turkeys,  but 
a mix  of  invitingly  groovy 
party  music  and  quality  black 
rap.  This  serves  to  set  up  an 
unfortunate  comparison  be- 
tween rave  and  one  aspect  of 
black  music  culture,  and 
abused  or  angry  animals. 

Comford  and  Cross  have 
courted  controversy  and  pub- 
lic bewilderment  before:  in  a 
neatly-conceived  piece  en- 
titled Camelot  (1996),  they 
bounded  small  patches  of  un- 
kempt grass  verge  in  Hanley 
town  centre  with  high  steel 
fencing.  However,  they  won’t 
be  pinned  down  about  the  in- 
tentions behind  New  Holland. 
Are  they  criticising  architec- 
tural modernism?  Opposing 
factory  forming?  Trying  to  get 
up  the  public’s  nose?  C&C  wig- 
gle out  of  declaring  them- 
selves with  the  slippery  acu- 
men of  experienced 
politicians.  That’s  not  sur- 
prising. because  they  work  in 
a business  that  often  takes  the 
frailty  or  scarcity  of  a piece’s 
references  as  a measure  of  its 
sophistication. 

People  in  Norwich  clearly 
know  bow  to  call  a spade  a 
spade.  Comford  and  Cross 
might  do  well  to  follow  their 
example. 


Ashdown  hails  ‘new  style  of  politics  in  which  different  parties  can  work  together  for  the  public  good’ 

Blair’s  new  Lab-Lil 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


TONY  Blair  last 
night  made  clear 
his  determination 
to  keep  a firm 
Labour  grip  on  gov- 
ernment policy  despite  his 
ground-breaking  offer  of  seats 
on  a cabinet  committee  to 
Paddy  Ashdown  and  his 
senior  Liberal  Democrat 
colleagues. 

Fifty-two  years  since  Lib- 
eral MPs  last  sat  in  the  war- 
time coalition  cabinet,  Paddy 
Ashdown  proclaimed  the 
move,  made  an  Mr  Blair’s 
initiative,  as  signalling  a new 
era  of  pluralist  politics  that 
would  replace  “bitter  tribal- 
ism" with  unprecedented  co- 
operation over  constitutional 


‘It’s  too  late 
for  blame. 

I have  no 
feeling  of 
hatred  of 
any  kind’ 

Paul  Mayer, 
account  holder 

‘If  banks  had 
ever  seriously 
looked  for 
owners,  they 
would  have 
saved  years 
of  suffering’ 

Greville  Janner, 
Holocaust 
Educational  Trust 


reform  and  other  mutual 
interests. 

Despite  bis  manifesto 
promise  to  stage  a referen- 
dum on  proportional  repre- 
sentation for  Westminster, 
Mr  Blair  is  still  personally  op- 
posed to  such  a change.  The 
idea  being  floated:  among 
alarmed  MPs  last  night  that 
he  might  be  outvoted  on  such 
issues  is  wide  of  the  mark. 

Consensus  wifi  be  the  key 
with  the  Foreign  Secretary, 
Robin  Cook,  a veteran  of 
inter-party  constitutional  ne- 
gotiations over  Scotland, 
likely  to  be  a pivotal  figure  on 
the  Cabinet's  new  consulta- 
tive committee,  along  with 
Peter  Manrielson- 

Both  sides  denied  that  the 
committee  — with  six  Labour 
ministers,  five  Liberal  Demo- 
crat members,  Mr  Blair  in  the 


chair  and  the  Cabinet  Secre- 
tary, Sir  Robin  Butler,  at  his 
side  — is  a re-run  of  the  infor- 
mal Lib-Lab  pact  which  sus- 
tained the  minority  Labour 
government  in  1977-78,  caus- 
ing damage  to  the  then  Lib- 
eral Party- 

Liberal  Democrats  will  not 
be  bound  by  collective  respon- 
sibility and  will  continue  to 
harry  ministers  outside  the 
committee,  especially  on  tax 
«nd  spending,  which  Is  a sore 
point  with  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, despite  his  “inclusive” 
instincts. 

Downing  Street  emphasised 
last  night  that  Liberal  Demo- 
crat committee  members 
would  make  contributions, 
but  not  decisions. 

“The  Government  is  the 
government  and  the  Govern- 
ment wfll  continue  to  make 


policy.  But  on  issues  of  mu- 
tual concern,  the  most  obvi- 
ous being  the  constitution, 

there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  have  an  input.”  a 
spokesman  for  No  10  said. 

Leading  Conservatives 
claimed  the  move  would  ham- 
string Mr  Ashdown’s  inde- 
pendence and  create  more 
backstairs  deals  in  smoke- 
filled  rooms. 

“Will  he  still  be  able  to  get 
up  and  challenge  Blair  at 
Question  Time?"  asked  some 
Tories. 

Labour  leftwingers  were  di- 
vided. Some  called  it  a 
shrewd  move  by  Mr  Blair. 

Others  were  also  quick  to  pro- 
test that  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats — who  will  be  required 
to  sign  the  Official  Secrets 
Act  — were  being  courted  at  a 
time  when  the  wider  Labour 


Party  and  the  unions  fed  they 
are  being  marginalised. 
“They’re  getting  a status  that 
Is  being  dented  to  90  per  cent 
of  MPS  and  100  per  cent  of  the 
party."  one  protested. 

On  the  Labour  side  the 
committee’s  members  are  cer- 
tain to  Include  Mr  Cook,  Mr 
Mandelson,  Ann  Taylor,  the 
Leader  of  the  Commons,  and 
possibly  Gordon  Brown.  John 
Prescott  and  the  arcb-Lib 
Dem-basher,  Jack  Strew. 

Mr  Ashdown  will  bring 
Menzies  Campbell,  Alan 
Beith  and  Robert  Madennan. 
the  party  president,  who 
called  it  "3  major  achieve- 
ment at  this  stage  of  the 
parliament". 

Mr  Ashdown,  who  is  play- 
ing a long  game  to  achieve  a 
centre-left  realignment  In 
British  politics,  aeknowl- 


Paul  Mayer,  who  says  he  may  give  the  money  in  Ids  name  to  other  Jewish  femfifes  or  to  charity  PHOTX3RM«K*w.M*nve«s 

Swiss  name  dormant  Holocaust  accounts 


Richard  Norton-Tayfor 
and  Ian  Black 


PAUL  Mayer  reacted 
philosophically  yester- 
day to  the  news  that  his 
name  appears  on  a dormant 
account  kept  secret  by  Swiss 
banks  since  the  second  world 
war.  "It's  too  late  for  blame.  I 
have  no  feeling  of  hatred  of 
any  kind,”  he  said.  Banks,  he 
said,  behave  in  the  same  way 
all  over  toe  world. 

His  name  is  one  of  more 
than  2,000  listed  In  advertise- 
ments placed  today  In  news- 
papers around  the  world  by 
the  Swiss  Bankers’  Associa- 
tion in  an  unprecedented  at- 
tempt to  clear  members  of 
charges  of  boarding  the 
money  of  Holocaust  victims. 

Mr  Mayer,  one  of  several 
Britons  listed,  believes  the 
money  was  deposited  by  his 


Jewish  step-mother  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  second  world 
war.  She  was  arrested  as  she 
returned  to  Germany  from 
Switzerland  and  died  In  a 
Frankfurt  prison  shortly 
afterwards. 

“She  probably  put  it  In  my 
name  because  her  son  — my 
stepbrother  — was  then  a 
minor.  She  may  have  depos- 
ited the  money  to  look  after 
him  in  later  life.”  Her  second 
husband,  who  was  not  Jew- 
ish, was  incarcerated  In  Bu- 
chenwald  concentration  camp 
and  died  of  natural  causes  a 
few  years  after  the  war. 

Mr  Mayer,  whose  natural 
parents  died  before  the  war, 
fled  Berlin  In  1939.  He  says 
there  was  no  trouble  getting  a 
berth  on  a ship  to  Southamp- 
ton. "Active  Nazis  were  in  a 
minority,”  he  said  yesterday. 

Ever  since,  he  has  worked 
with  young  people.  First  with 


723  boys  rescued  from  concen- 
tration camps  after  the  war, 
then  with  the  Brady  Youth 
Club  in  London's  East  End. 
He  was  later  appointed  youth 
officer  for  Islington  council. 
This  year,  at  the  age  of  8S,  he 
was  awarded  an  MBE  for  ser- 
vices to  youth- 
If  he  is  the  rightful  owner  of 
the  money  in  the  long-dor- 
mant account,  he  said  he  will 
offer  it  to  his  stepbrother 
who  lives  in  Switzerland.  Or 
he  may  give  It  to  other  Jewish 
families  or  charities. 

Though  he  reacted  calmly 
to  the  latest  move  In  the  dis- 
pute between  Switzerland  and 
Jewish  organisations,  he  was 
annoyed  that  it  had  taken  the 
banks  more  than  60  years  to 
publish  the  list  of  dormant  ac- 
counts. He  also  pointed  out 
that  many  of  the  accounts  be- 
longed to  non-Jews, 

The  list  is  expected  to  be 


based  on  £17.4  million  worth 
that  the  banks  found  last 
year.  But  the  World  Jewish 
Congress  refuses  to  recognise 
this  figure,  and  because  6 
million  Jews  were  killed  in 
the  Holocaust  most  of  the  ac- 
counts are  expected  to  remain 

The  list  covers  names  and 
details  of  accounts  opened  by 
foreigners  before  1945  and 
whose  owners  have  not  been 
heard  from  in  at  least  10 
years. 

Greville  Jann.ec,  the  former 
Labour  MP  and  chairman  of 
the  Holocaust  Educational 
Trust,  welcomed  the  move  by 
the  Swiss  banks,  describing  it 
as  a "delayed  triumph”.  He 
added:  "If  banks  had  ever 
seriously  looked  for  owners 
then,  they  would  have  saved 
years  of  suffering  for  thou- 
sands of  people.” 

The  Swiss  bankers’  move 


comes  a week  before  a New 
York  court  decision,  which  is 
expected  to  force  disclosure  of 
names  on  dormant  accounts. 

The  trust  yesterday  released 
a telephone  hot-line  — (0171) 
222  5115  — fbr  anyone  who 
thinks  they  have  a cfeim  The 
Swiss  banks  said  dormant  ac- 
count holders  could  contact  of- 
fices of  the  international  ac- 
counting firm  Ernst  and 
Young,  or  check  page 
www.dormantaccounts.ch  on 
the  Internet 

The  controversy  is  separate 
from  the  issue  of  Nazi  gold, 
which  the  Swiss  central  bank 
bought  during  the  war.  Crit- 
ics say  the  Swiss  laundered 
gold  looted  by  the  Nazis,  but 
the  Swiss  National  Bank  says 
it  did  not  know  at  the  time  the 
gold  was  stolen. 
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Oiling  the  wheels  of  political  correctness  puts  Berkeley’s  business  in  jeopardy 


Christopher  Reed 
in  Los  Angeles 


THE  United  States’  most 
I politically  correct  city, 
Berkeley,  may  he  in  danger 
of  boycotting  itself  out  of 
business. 

The  city  council  is  ex- 
pected to  vote  to  boycott  all 
companies  that  do  business 
with  Nigeria's  military-led 
regime,  including  the  three 
oil  firms  Shell.  Chevron 


and  Mobil- 

All  seven  big  petroleum 
firms  will  be  off  limits  for 
official  city  business,  leav- 
ing the  problem  of  where  to 
find  untainted  petroL 

The  university  town  of 
100.000  people,  across  the 
bay  from  San  Francisco, 
has  a long  history  of  boy- 
cotts. In  the  late  1970s  it  be- 
came the  first  municipality 
in  the  US  to  divest  from 
South  Africa. 

Yet  Berkeleyites  missed 


little  from  banning  apart- 
heid. Failing  to  oil  city 
business  may  be  a tougher 
sacrifice. 

Last  week  city  council- 
lors voted  by  8-0,  with  one 
abstention,  to  accept  the 
boycott  in  principle.  But 
they  are  expected  to  give 
city  employees  with  Chev- 
ron credit  cards  three 
months  grace  before  can- 
celling them. 

They  must  first  find  a 
source  of  “off-brand”  pet- 


rol, which  may  be  of  lower 
quality  and  harmful  in  the 
long  run  to  city  vehicles. 

Meanwhile,  the  council  is 
seeking  $15,000  (£10,000)  to 
finance  further  research 
into  which  companies  are 
politically  acceptable. 

Berkeley  banned  the  oil 
firms  Area,  Texaco  and  Un- 
ocal in  1995  because  of 
their  dealings  in  Burma. 
Exxon  was  boycotted  be- 
cause of  the  1989  Valdez  oil 
spin  in  Alaska. 


The  computer  companies 
Hewlett  Packard  and  NEC 
are  unwanted  in  nuclear- 
free  Berkeley  because  of  de- 
fence contracts  with  nu- 
clear power  companies. 

Coca-Cola  — drunk  at  the 
town  hall  in  preference  to 
Pepsl-Cola,  which  dealt 
with  Burma  — Is  sold  in  Ni- 
geria and  may  also  have  to 
go.  Luckily.  Pepsl-Cola  has 
now  divested  from  Burma 
— though  not  as  a result  of 
Berkeley  making  its  point. 


edged  the  risk,  but  denied 
being  lured  Into  torn*  token- 
ism without  mtatzttrial  jobs 
or  real  toOunc*. 

is  the  concept  at  a new 
style  of  politics,  m which  par- 
ties who  are  different  can 
nevertheless  for  the  puhUc 
good  work  together  m areas 
where  they  agree.  Important 
for  Britain?  Tito  answer  to 
that  is  yes.” 

He  also  praised  Mr  Blair’s 
vision.  ”1  think  most  people 
In  Britain  will  give  three 
hearty  cheers  for  the  foot  that 
our  politics  is  beginning  to 
find  s rather  more  rational 


They  can  thank  the  Liberal 
Democrats  for  that,  for  hav- 
ing stuck  by  this  htea— and,  I 
think,  also  the  breadth  of  vi- 
sion of  Tony  Blair  and  the 
Labour  government" 


Labour opens 
efforts  to  sell 
devolution  to 
sceptical 
Welsh  voters 


EwenMacAsklU.CMof 
Poetical  Correspondent 


THE  Welsh  Secretary.  Ron 
Davies,  embarked  yester- 
day on  the  most  difficult  task 
of  his  political  career  — sell- 
ing devolution  to  the  Welsh,  a 
key  component  of  Labour’s 
plan  to  overhaul  the  British 
constitution. 

Mr  Davies  published  a 
white  paper  setting  out  de- 
tails of  a Welsh  Asssembly 
and  insisted  devolution  was 
necessary  “to  bring  decisions 
closer  to  people,  to  open  up 
government,  to  reform  Parlia- 
ment and  to  increase  Individ- 
ual rights”. 

But  there  were  danger 
signs  for  Mr  Davies  as  scepti- 
cal Welsh  Labour  MPs  rose  in 
foe  Commons  to  express  con- 
cern about  various  aspects  of 
foe  proposals,  from  PR  to 
quangos.  The  criticism  was 
muted  but  privately  they 
threatened  to  give  Mr  Davies 
a much  rougher  time  when 
the  Commons  debates  foe 
white  paper  an  Friday. 

Criticism  from  within  his 
own  party  will  undermine  Mr 
Davies  who  already  faces  a 
difficult  job  as  he  tries  to  win 
over  the  40  per  cent  of  the 
Welsh  electorate  said  to  be 
undecided  about  the  Septem- 
ber 18  referendum. 

The  white  paper  details 
plans  for  a 60-member  assem- 
bly, which  will  take  over  the 
powers  of  the  Welsh  Secre- 
tary but  unlike  the  proposed 
Scottish  Parliament  will  have 
no  tax-raising  powers  or  res- 
ponsibility for  primary 
legislation. 

The  Opposition  constitu- 
tional spokesman.  Michael 
Ancram,  dubbed  the  proposed 
assembly  an  "expensive, 
bureaucratic  talking  shop". 
He  told  the  Commons  foe 
white  paper  — A Voice  for 
Wales  — would  be  better 
titled  “A  Lost  Voice  for  Wales 
because  at  foe  end  of  the  day, 
by  definition,  it  will  be  a 
voice  that  ends  up  speaking 
only  to  itself*. 

The  Conservative  leader 
and  former  Welsh  secretary. 
William  Hague,  said  it  would 
make  Wales  more  Inward- 
looking. 

The  Welsh  Secretary  in- 
sisted Wales  would  remain 
•firmly  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom’’  — with  no  reduc- 
tion in  Welsh  representation 
in  Parliament 
Both  foe  Liberal  Democrats 
and  foe  Welsh  nationalists. 
Plaid  Cymru,  gave  the  pro- 
posal a qualified  welcome, 
with  both  arguing  It  did  not 
go  far  enough. 

One  of  the  most  hostile 
Labour  comments  came  from 
Alan  Williams.  MP  for  Swan- 
sea West  who  said  foe  plan 
was  the  "constitutional  equiv- 
alent of  a mystery  tour”  with 
no  certainty  about  the 
destination. 
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No  one  performs  Ike  Hoverspeed  to  reaffy 
get  your  French  Summer  holiday  going. 

Take  the  new,  state-of-the-art 
f SuporSesCat  from  Dover  and  be  heading 
1 into  Calais  in  just  35  minutes  (with  hassle- 
free  loading  and  unloading). 

On  board,  enjoy  more  space  and 
comfort...  computerised  ride  control 
' for  a smoother  crossing...  a panorama 
window  bar...  seat-service...  and  VIP 
' treatment  in  new  1st. 

Call  us  today. 

At  our  prices,  even  your  holiday  budget 
' performs  brilliantly. 


SUPERFORMANCE 
ACROSS 
THE  CHANNEL. 


Only  35  minutes , 

Dover  harbour  wall  - Calais  harbour  wall . 


0990  240  241 


THE  FASTEST  WAY  TO  FRANCE 
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Trimble  may  avert 
Ulster  talks  crisis 


DavldShoTock 
Ireland  Correspondent 


THE  Northern  Ireland 
peace  talks  face  their 
greatest  crisis  today 
when  unionists  inflict 
a defeat  upon  the  British  and 
Irish  governments  in  a cru- 
cial vote  on  illegal  arms. 

With  attitudes  hardening 
yesterday  — the  Democratic 
Unionist  leader  Ian  Paisley 
said  the  talks  were  “dead  in 
the  water”  — all  eyes  were  on 
David  ‘Kimble's  next  moves. 

The  Ulster  Unionist  leader 
will  vote  with  Mr  Raisley 
today  and  reject  the  London- 
Dublin  decommissioning 
paper  which  won  an  IRA 
ceasefire  and  a guaranteed 
seat  at  the  talks  for  its  politi- 
cal wing.  Sinn  Fein. 

But  the  Government  Is  tak- 
ing some  comfort  from  Mr 
Trimble's  public  and  private 

I assurances  that  he  is  not 
about  to  pull  the  plug  on  the 
Stormont  talks  — even 
though  by  the  round  table  ne- 
gotiations' own  ground  rules 
they  can  fold  if  there  Is  not 
“sufficient  consensus"  to 
proceed. 

Yesterday,  In  an  interview 
with  an  Australian  radio 
station,  Mr  Trimble  said  that 
although  his  party  would  vote 
against  the  arms  proposals  — 
which  do  not  guarantee  any 
handover  of  paramilitary 


Security  men  guard  Gianni  Versace’s  home  in  Milan’s  fashion  district  yesterday,  as  well-wishers  paid  their  last  respects 
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weapons  during  the  talks  — 
this  did  not  mean  he  would 
leave  the  process. 

“That  doesn't  mean  that  the 
process  breaks  down  and  the 
fact  that  we  have  difficulty  on 
an  agenda  item  ...  and  not 
met  a target  date  is  no  excuse 
for  people  to  walk  away  from 
the  process,"  he  said. 

“What  they  ought  to  do  is  to 
stay  there  and  work  through 
the  difficulty.  What  we  do  not 
yet  know  is  how  and  when 
that  will  be  done." 

Mr  Paisley  lambasted  Tony 
Blair  after  meeting  blm  in 
Downing  Street  yesterday,  ac- 
cusing ministers  of  being  in 
cahoots  with  Dublin  and 
Washington. 

“Such  a government  is  not 
in  itself  free,  but  rather  a 
slave  to  the  blackmail  of  IRA 
violence,"  he  said.  “The  fact 
Is  that  the  IRA/Sinn  Fein  has 
bombed  its  way  to  the  negoti- 
ating table  and  nothing  less 
than  the  empty  chairs  of  the 
unionists  at  that  table  will 
demonstrate  the  rejection  of 
this  Iscariot  act  of  betrayal." 

Mr  Blair  last  night  resigned 
himself  to  rejection  of  the  de- 
commissioning document 
but  officials  will  be  working 
on  resolving  differences  until 
the  last  minute. 

But  the  small  loyalist  par- 
ties linked  to  paramilitary 
organisations  angrily  accused 
Mr  Paisley  of  betraying  the 
unionist  people. 


David  Ervine.  leader  of  the 
Progressive  Unionist  Party, 
said:  "IT  unionism  is  prepared 
to  run  away  when  it  is  most 
needed,  at  a time  when  North- 
ern Ireland  is  in  Lis  greatest 
need  . . . It's  a shame." 

The  Ulster  Democratic  Par- 
ty's David  Adams  said:  “The 
DUP  and  the  UK  Unionists 
have  spent  the  past  year  at- 
tacking ourselves  and  the 
PUP  and  the  Ulster  Unionists 
on  a dally  basis,"  he  said. 
“Now  that  the  real  political 
enemies  of  unionism  are  sit- 
ting at  the  table  they  are 
afraid  to  attack  them,  and  it's 
a dear  abdication  of  their 
responsibilities." 

The  Northern  Ireland  Sec- 
retary, Mo  Mowlam,  admitted 
yesterday  that  a defeat  over 
the  decommissioning  paper 
would  be  a setback  but  on 
BBC  Radio  4's  Tbe  World  at 
One  she  stressed:  “We  have  a 
process  — many  parties  still 
in  there. 

“Even  if  we  do  not  manage 
to  get  a positive  vote  on  the 
joint  paper  with  the  Irish 
tomorrow.  I'm  hopeful  that 
we  can  stUl  move  the  process 
forward.  Because  there’s  one 
thing  Tony  Blair's  very  clear 
about  — he  wants  to  be  sure 
that  on  September  15  we 
move  into  substantive  politi- 
cal discussions." 

Fhra  step*  to  a settlement, 
pages 


US  surgeons  grow  foetus 
tissue  for  work  on  babies 


John  Hooper  In  Milan 


THE  sun  was  still  high 
enough  to  pierce  the 
stained-glass  win- 
dows of  Milan  cathe- 
dral when  Sting  and 
Elton  John  stood  together  be- 
fore the  high  altar  and  gave 
an  unaccompanied  rendering 
of  the  23rd  Psalm. 

As  they  sang  — a bit  croak- 
Jly  at  first  — a stream  of 
Gianni  Versace’s  friends,  rel- 
atives and  colleagues,  includ- 
ing some  of  the  world’s  most 
beautiful  models,  came  up  to 
take  communion. 

Versace’s  funeral  was  des- 
tined to  be  a strange  meeting 
of  worlds.  A few  minutes  be- 
fore the  start  of  yesterday  eve- 
ning's requiem  mass,  Elton 
John  In  the  front  row  began 
to  weep.  He  was  first  com- 
forted by  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales,  who  sat  beside  him. 
Then  his  companion,  seated 
on  the  other  side,  put  his  arm 
around  him.  hugged  him  and 
leaned  his  head  on  the  sing- 
er's shoulder  as  Princess  Di- 
ana stared  fixedly  at  the  floor. 

The  challenge  facing  the  or- 
ganisers was  a not  inconsid- 
erable one:  how  to  make  a sol- 
emn occasion  out  of  a 
ceremony  attended  by  some  . 
of  the  world's  most  outland- 1 
ish  frock  designers  and  1 
enough  models  to  Gil  more 
than  one  catwalk,  including 
Eva  Herzegovina,  the  Wonder 
Bra  woman.  In  the  event,  the 
organisers  made  as  good  a job 
of  it  as  anyone  had  a right  to 
expert. 

There  were  no  forced  refer- 
ences to  what  the  late  de- 
signer did  for  a living.  The 
only,  perhaps  unintentional, 
allusion  came  in  a reading 
from  Luke:  "Be  dressed, 
ready  for  service  and  keep 
your  Lamps  burning  ...  be- 
cause tbe  Son  of  Man  will 
come  at  an  hour  when  you  do 
not  expect  him." 

in  the  same  vein,  the  canon 
of  Milan  cathedral,  Angelo 
Majo,  said  of  the  murdered 


couturier  that  he  was  one 
whom  “a  cruel  death  has  tom 
away  from  his  family,  friends 
and  colleagues,  still  unbeliev- 
ing of  a death  as  tragic  as  it 
was  unexpected”. 

The  lesson  was  read  by  the 
choreographer  Maurice 
B^jart  in  a strong,  almost  bel- 
ligerent voice  jthat  fettered, 
and  then  broke  only-  on  the 
last  words. 

The  more  than  2,000  people 
who  crowded  into  the  cathe- 
dral were  not  the  only  ones 
mourning  Versace  in  Milan 
yesterday.  Shops  in  the  city 
centre  lowered  their  shutters 
during  tbe  service,  and  in  the 
quadrilaiero  — the  district  < 
packed  with  boutiques  and 
showrooms  that  is  the  heart ! 
erf  the  Milan  fashion  world  — 
all  business  stopped  for  60 
minutes. 

Since  morning,  those  who 

wished  to  pay  their  last 

respects  were  able  to  enter 
the  designer's  house  in  the 
quadrtlatero,  where  tbe 
gilded  casket  bolding  his 
ashes  was  put  on  display.  It 
was  here,  perhaps,  that  good 
taste  fettered. 

Someone  had  decided  that 
the  event  should  be  mar- 
shalled by  tall  young  men 
wearing  dark  suits,  dark 
glasses,  white  shirts  and  ma- 
roon ties.  They  guarded  the 
entrance  to  number  12  Via 
Jesu  and  ushered  us  across 
the  cobbled  courtyard  that 
lies  beyond  the  huge  double 
doors,  under  a canopy  and 
into  Versace’s  house. 

There,  we  entered  a ground- 
floor  room  lit  only  by  two  can- 
delabra, each  with  seven 
candles,  standing  on  either 
side  of  a lace-draped  table. 
Flanking  the  ashes  were 
bowls  overflowing  with  white 
roses. 

There  was  also  a single 
white  rose  placed  there  ear- 
lier In  the  day  by  Naomi 
Campbell,  the  designer’s 
favourite  model,  who  entered 
the  house  in  tears. 

A small  crucifix  had  been 
propped  in  front  of  the  casket. 


Naomi  Campbell  is  comforted,  and  (below)  Princess  Diana  sits  by  a weeping  Elton  John 


VA 


and  to  one  side  was  a framed 
picture  of  the  dead  man.  On 
the  other  side  lay  a copy  of 
his  book,  entitled  Do  Not 
Disturb. 

It  was  not  kitsch,  exactly. 
But  it  was  a long  way  from 
the  dignity  and  simplicity  of 
the  cathedral  service,  and  the 
poised  elegance  that  usually 
marks  out  high  Milanese 
fash  inn.  What  it  was  was 
quintessentially  the  taste  of 
millions  of  lower- middle-class 
Italians.  As  such,  it  was  a cu- 
rious reminder  that  Versace 


— who  was  insured  for 
$21  mlfllon  (£13J5  million)  at 
Lloyd's  of  Loudon,  according 
to  a spokesman  for  the  insur- 
ance market  — came  from 
just  such  humble  origins  in 
Reggio  Calabria.  That  money 
win  go  to  his  Italian  fashion 
house,  the  spokesman  said. 

Ed  Vidliamy  in  Washington 
adds:  Police  sources  in  Miami 
yesterday  confirmed  that  the 
gun  that  killed  Versace  was 
the  same  weapon  used  in  the 
shooting  of  two  victims  of  the 
gay  serial  kfller  Andrew  Cun- 


anaru  who  is  wanted  for  Ver- 
sace's murder. 

The  discovery  is  the  stron- 
gest link  yet  between  the 
deigner's  death  and  the  other 
killings  for  which  Mr  Cun- 
anan  is  wanted.  The  two  pre- 
vious murders  in  which  the 
.40-calibre  handgun  was  used 
were  of  Mr  Cunanan's  former 
lover,  the  architect  David 
Madson  — who  was  shot  in 
Minneapolis  in  early  May  — 
and  William  Reese,  a grave- 
digger murdered  in  New  Jer- 
sey six  days  later. 


Tim  Radford 
Science  Editor 


US  SURGEONS  have 
found  a way  to  take  tis- 
sue from  a foetus,  grow 
it  in  the  laboratory,  and  then 
implant  it  in  the  newborn 
child. 

The  technique  — so  far 
tested  only  on  animals  — 
could  be  used  to  correct  con- 
genital defects  at  birth. 

Dario  Fauza,  of  the  Harvard 
Medical  School’s  centre  for 
minimally  invasive  surgery, 
will  tell  the  British  Associa- 
tion of  Paediatric  Surgeons 
today  that  he  took  bits  of  blad- 
der from  unborn  lambs,  grew 
the  tissue  in  a culture,  and 
then  implanted  “spare  parts” 
in  the  lambs  after  they  were 
born. 

The  technique  combines,  as 
weapons  in  the  war  against 
deformities  at  birth,  the  new 
technology  of  video-guided 
surgery  with  a new  under- 
standing of  how  to  grow 
human  skin  or  even  parts  of 
organs  outside  tbe  body. 

"This  is  the  first  time  some- 
one engineered  tissue  from  a 
foetus  and  used  that  tissue  to 
treat  the  newborn,"  said  Dr 
Fauza,  who  also  works  at  the 
Children's  Hospital  in  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. 

He  took  pea-sized  cell  sam- 
ples from  five  lamb  foetuses, 
two  thirds  through  the  ewes’ 
pregnancy.  He  discovered 
that  the  cells  grew  much 
fester  in  a laboratory  culture 
than  inside  the  womb,  and 
then  “seeded”  the  cells  on  to  a 
scaffold  to  make  a kind  of 
plug  that  would  repair  detects 
he  had  made  in  the  foetuses, 
once  the  lambs  were  born. 
The  scaffold  dissolved,  leav- 
ing only  the  fresh  tissue 
growing  in  the  lambs.  He  and 
colleagues  discovered  that 
lab-grown  skin  healed  fester 
and  was  stronger  than,  but 
looked  very  like,  normal  skin. 
New  bladder  tissue,  too,  per- 
formed welL 

Scientists  at  the  Children’s 
Hospital  and  elsewhere  in  the 
US  have  been  experimenting 
with  tissue  engineering  for 
years.  One  firm  in  the  Califor- 
nia has  been  using  foreskins 


Growing  missing  parts 


Babies  are  too  small  tor  surgeons  to  borrow  skin  from  elsewhere  on  (ha 
body  to  fix  birth  defects,  but  a new  breakthrough  in  tissue  engineering 
moans  It  may  soon  be  possUa  to  grow  tissue  taken  from  the  baby 
before  It  is  bom. 


As  soon  bs  the  baby  is 
bom  surgeons  repair 
defect  with  the  baby's 
actual  organ  tissue. 


"The  cells  are 
grown  in  a 
culture. 


from  child  circumcision  as 
the  starting  point  to  culture 
acres  of  “laboratory  skin” 
which  can  be  preserved  and 
then  rushed  to  help  bums  vic- 
tims. Surgeons  hope  one  day 
to  grow  new  heart  valves 
from  a patient's  own  cells, 
and  to  be  able  to  implant  insu- 
lin-creating organs  Into  dia- 
betes sufferers. 

Occasionally  a baby  is  born 
with  an  open  bladder.  It  fuses 
in  the  womb  to  the  body  wall.  . 
Sometimes  the  heart  or  intes- 
tines are  bom  open,  because 
the  body  wall  fails  to  close.  So 
surgeons  need  closely- 
matched  skin  and  bladder  tis- 
sue to  make  repairs.  But  ac- 
cording to  Joseph  Vacanti,  in 
charge  of  organ  transplanta- 
tion at  the  Boston  Children's 
Hospital,  there  are  peculiar 
problems  in  trying  to  repair 
defects  in  babies.  They  are  so 


Cads  gnaw  and 
multiply  as  the 
pregnancy  goes 
futMerm. 


small  at  birth  that  skin  can- 
not be  borrowed  from  one 
part  of  the  body  to  repair  an- 
other part  — and  if  damage  to 
one  organ  is  patched  with  tis- 
sue from  another,  there  are 
often  problems  later  on. 

The  ideal  is  to  have  "spare" 
tissue,  unique  to  tbe  baby, 
ready  to  repair  the  defect  im- 
mediately upon  birth.  The 
lamb  experiments  show  what 
might  be  possible.  Surgeons 
have  already  begun  to  push  a 
camera  lens  and  scissors  one 
twelfth  of  an  inch  wide 
through  tiny  incisions  in  the 
uterus  to  operate  on  foetuses, 
but  only  on  babies  that  would 
otherwise  have  died.  Human 
trials  using  "engineered" 
skin  and  bladder  tissue  on 
adults  have  already  begun  in 
the  US.  The  scientists  hope  to 
be  able  to  use  the  technique 
on  infants  within  five  years. 


swimming  in  unsupervised  drowns  one,  the  Wharfe  was  socked  under  in  the  aged  24,  who  went  for  an  eve- 
stretches  of  inland  water,  drowns  five"  — has  kept  the  Wharfe  four  miles  above  ning  swim  with  friends  in  the 
Unfortunately  they  don't  danger  alive  fin*  Wharfe  val-  Arthingtan  while  swimming  river  Dee  near  Banchory. 


Award  returned  by  newcomer,  1 3,  who  had  scanned  master’s  verse 


"There’s  something  new  in 
the  river. 

The  fish  said  as  it  swam. 

It's  got  no  scales,  no  fins,  no 
gills. 

And  ignores  the  impassable 
dam" 


THE  verse  was  crisp;  it 
rhymed  and  scanned. 


I rhymed  and  scanned, 
and  the  imagery  showed 
signs  of  stunning  literary 
maturity  firom  the  13-year- 
old  girl  who  had  penned  it, 
writes  Gary  Younge. 

Little  wonder  then  that 
jndges  picked  The  New- 
comer, by  Sarah  Hayes, 


firom  90,000  other  entries 
and  awarded  it  first  prize 
in  the  Rain  Forest  Poetry 
Competition,  organised  by 
the  Daily  Mail  Ideal  Home 
Exhibition. 

Little  wonder  also  that 
she  had  to  return  her  win- 
nings of  £250  after  it 
emerged  that  she  had  cop- 
ied the  poem  verbatim  firom 
the  Puffin  Book  of  20th 

Century  Children’s  Verse. 
It  was  written  by  award- 
winning Merseyside  poet 
Brian  Patten. 

Teachers  at  Joseph 
Eastham  High,  in  Salford, 


Greater  Manchester,  have 
also  vowed  to  return  the 
school’s  share  of  the 
winnings. 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
competition  organisers  said 
yesterday:  “We  are  very 
embarrassed.  When  her 
win  was  publicised,  we 
started  getting  calls  from 
people  who  recognised,  the 
poem.  The  Judges  were 
taken  firom  file  Education 
Business  Partnership.  They 
must  be  quite  good  to 
choose  a real  poet  as  the 
winner,  but  uot  good 
enough  to  recognise  it" 


Sarah's  mother,  Jolla,  a 
I member  of  the  Interna- 
i tional  Fund  for  Animal 
Welfare  and  Pets  Rescue, 
said  the  cheque  for  the 
rlghtftal  winner  was  in  the 
post:  “1  just  wish  she  had 
confided  in  me,"  she  said. 

The  boy  who  came  second 
and  who  has  now  been 
given  the  prize  is  said  to  be 

d Alighted. 

Teachers  at  nine-year-old 
Richard  Making’s  school  in 
St  Helens.  Merseyside,  say 
they  are  sure  it  is  all  his 
own  work.  And  file  title? 
“Greed". 


Man  charged 
with  murder 


The  Nag’s  Head  in 
Belgravia  where  Hole  gave 
the  impression  he  was  a 
man  of  substantial  means. 
Above,  Loeen  Price  who  left 
Hole  in  charge  of  her 
^ j Belgravia  home 


Steven  Lelsk.  34,  appeared  at 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  yes- 
today  charged  with  the  mur- 
der of  Scott  Simpson,  nine,  in 
an  ntiparm»d  lane  off  Elphin- 
stone  Road  In  the  city  on  July 
17. 

Lelsk,  of  Aberdeen,  made 
no  plea  was  remanded  in 
custody.  Scott  vanished  alter 
playing  football  with  his 
friends  near  his  home  last 
Thursday.  His  body  was  dis- 
covered early  yesterday  in 
bushes  beside  Aberdeen 
University. 


MPs  delay 
Hamilton  appeal 
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Amendments  applicable  trial!  share 
and  deposit  accounts.  " 


Butler  stole  from  his  boss 
to  finance  drugs  and  sex 


Stuart  Millar 


The  following  amendments  to  all  the  Society's  share  and  deposit  account  terms  and 
conditions  will  take  effect  on  the  date  (“Vesting  Date")  on  which  the  Society’s  business 
is  transferred  to  Reading  Mortgages  pic  (to  be  renamed  Bristol  a West  pic). 

1.  The  Rules  of  the  Bristol  S West  Buitding  Society  will  cease  to  apply. 

2.  The  Bristol  & West  General  Investment  Conditions  (as  amended  from  time  to  time) 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  incorpo rated  in  the  terms  and  conditions  of  all  Bristol  & West 
investment  accounts  as  at  Vesting  Date. 


NOTES 

x.  The  General  Investment  Conditions  are  set  out  on  pages  8$  to  89  of  the  Transfer 
Document  sent  to  all  eligible  Investing  Members.  Further  copies  are  available  on  request 
2.  The  Bristol  & West  Building  Society  will  cease  to  exist  on  Vesting  Date.  Investors 
in  the  Society’s  share  and  deposit  accounts  will  become  depositors  in  Bristol  & West 
pic  Vesting  Date  is  expected  to  be  28th  July  1997. 


It  is  surely  in 
the  long-term 
interests  of 
Unionists  to 
cast  off  the 
siege  mentality 
well  before  the 
reunification  of 
Ireland,  helping 
to  work  out 
a political 
settlement 
which  respects 
and  protects 
their  separate 
tradition. 

Roy  Greensiade 


A BUTLER  who  stole  from 
his  employer  to  finance 
the  life  of  a "bon  vi- 
veur”  which  culminated  in  an 
alcohol,  drugs  and  sex  binge 
In  Europe,  was  yesterday  fee- 
ing a Jail  sentence. 

Percival  Hole,  aged  49,  from 
Salford.  Greater  Manchester, 
admitted  at  the  Old  Bailey 
taking  a £59,000  Bentley 
Turbo  with  personalised 
number  plates  from  his 
employer,  Rodney  Price, 
chairman  of  the  Thistle  hotel 
group,  and  his  wife,  Loeen. 

He  sold  the  car  while  the 
couple  were  away  and  spent 
most  of  the  proceeds  in 
Frankfurt  on  champagne, 
cocaine  and  prostitutes  — ■ 
both  male  and  female  — the 
oourt  heard. 

Police  eventually  traced 
Hole  to  Salford  and  arrested 
him  in  a pub  where  he  alleg- 
edly told  them:  “OK.  I wni 
come  with  you  — let  me  just 
finish  this  drink." 

When  he  hired  Hole  to  work 
at  his  Belgravia  house  in  1995, 
the  Australian-born  hotel 
chairman  was  unaware  that 
Hole  had  been  cashiered  from 
the  army  catering  corps  and 
previously  jailed  for 
dishonesty. 

He  was  known  to  the  Prices 
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Head  Office  Address:  P0  Box  27.  Broad  Quay,  Bristol.  BS99  7AX. 


as  "John",  and  was  paid 
| £1.800  a month  with  free 
accommodation  and  meals 
1 provided. 

Martyn  Bowyer.  prosecut- 
ing, said:  “In  a household 
such  as  the  Prices',  where 
there  was  a considerable 
I degree  of  entertaining,  and 
one  or  both  were  away  on 
business  for  periods,  enor- 
mous responsibility  and  trust 
was  invested  in  their  butler. 
Be  was  given  day-to-day  con- 
trol of  miming  the  household 
and  some  control  of  the 
accounts." 

Hole  was  given  a Courts 
1 bank  card  for  household  ex- 
penses, but  while  the  Prices 
were  away  in  1995,  he  enter- 
tained regulars  from  his  local 
pub  to  a Lavish  meal  and  fine 
wines  at  his  employer's  home 
He  even  hired  a butler  and 
cook  to  give  the  impression 
the  house  was  his. 

He  became  a regular  in  the 
Nag's  Head  in  Belgravia, 
where  he  was  known  "as 
something  of  a bon  viveur". 
He  always  paid  for  the  first 
round  of  drinks,  giving  the 
impression  he  was  a man  of 
substantial  means. 

When  the  Prices  went  on  a 
trip  to  Australia  last  year. 
Hole  sold  the  car.  After  dup- 
ing Mrs  Price  into  leaving 
behind  foe  registration  book, 
he  was  able  to  change  the 


ownership  to  himself,  then 
sell  it  to  a dealer  for  £56,000 
and  disappear  with  the 
profits. 

"When  Mr  Price  came  back 
from  Australia,  he  discovered 
not  only  his  butler  had  disap- 
peared. but  his  Bentley  was 
missing,  together  with  £3.500 
from  the  family  safe."  Mr 
Bowyer  said. 

After  his  arrest.  Hole  imme- 
diately admitted  selling  the 
Bentley,  claiming  be  had 
intended  to  invest  in  a timber 
business  in  Estonia.  He  told 
police  he  had  no  money  left. 
Mr  Bowyer  said:  “He  said  If  he 
had.  did  they  think  he  would 
be  in  Manchester,  which  he 
disparagingly  described  as  the 
arsehole  of  the  world.” 

As  the  Prices  looked  on. 
Hole's  counsel,  Owen  Davies, 
said  his  client  wanted  U to  be 
known  that  he  had  uot  acted 
out  or  a grudge  against  his 
former  employers.  “Quite  the 
contrary.  He  dors  feel  a very 
great  deal  of  remorse  towards 
them.  He  knows  he  will  Inev- 
itably focn  a prison  sentence." 

Hole  also  admitted  stealing 
tlw  £3^ckj  cash,  but  denied 
stealing  two  paintings.  Those 
charges  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
file.  He  is  due  to  be  sentenced 
in  September  when  on  in- 
quiry into  his  remaining  as- 
sets is  ^xppeted  to  be 
completed. 


MPs  yesterday  felled  to  agree 
on  whether  to  give  the  former 
minister,  Neil  Hamilton,  an 
opportunity  to  appeal  against 
the  finding  by  Sir  Gordon 
Downey,  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioner  for  Standards, 
that  he  took  up  to  £25,000  cash 
in  brown  envelopes  from  Mo- 
hammed al  Fayed,  the  owner 
ofHarrods. 

The  Commons  Standards 
and  Privileges  Committee 
broke  up  after  a 90-minute 
meeting.  Zt  will  meet  again 
next  Tuesday  to  try  and  reach 
a decision. — David  Hatch* 


Cheer  for 
beer  drinkers 


BEER  drinkers  in  England 
and  Wales  have  never  had  It 
so  good  thanks  to  flexible 
opening  hoars  and  moderate 
prices,  according  to  a survey 
by  The  Campaign  for  Real 
Ale.  . 

Almost  60  per  cent  of  pubs 
now  took  advantage  of  all-day 
opening  during  the  week,  and 
Sunday  afternoon  opening. 
Baer  prices  bad  risen  by  no 
mare  than  inflation  for  the 
second  year  running.  The  UK 
average  for  a pint  of  real  ale 
was  £1.64. — Stuart  Millar 


Millennium 

mystery 

BRITAIN’S  oldest  eyrie  of  me* 
diaevei  mystery  plays,  ab- 
ated by  York  trade  gutids  la 
the  llth  century,  are  to  .be 
staged  in  York  Minster  in  a 
special  production  to  mar* 
the  Millennium. 

The  plays  were  revived,  to 
1951  and  have  featured  m 
series,  of  local  schoolgirl 
Marys  who  went  on  to  theatre 
fame.  Including  Dame  Judi 
Dench  and  Mary Utt: — 
tin  Wainwright 
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“S;  ■ - Malcolm  Moss’s.  SB  Collin  da,  which  made  the  first  solaivpowered  crossing  of  the  KngHsh  Channel  yesterday,  completing  the  voyage  from  Dover  to  r-niak  in 
eight  hours,  its  cells  power  an  outboard  motor.  Mr  Moss,  who  also  designs  electric  ferries,  hopes  «hnii«r  silent  boats  will  soon  cruise  the  Norfolk  Broads  photograph  roger  bambeh 

The  stress  of  job  and  kids  I Liver  case  doctors  ‘right’ 


Working  mothers  suffer  greater 
risk  of  bad  health  than  childless 


Chris  MHtilt 

Medical  Correapondant 


ANY  working  mother 
could  have  told  the  sci- 
entists for  nothing,  but 
now  it’s  official  — kids  stress 
you  out 

Researchers  have  found 
that  employed  women  with 
children  produce  for  higher 
levels  of  stress  hormones 
than  those  who  are  childless 
although  die  same  does  not 
appearto  be  so  for  fathers. 

The  doctors  found  that 
stress  hormone  levels  In 
working  mothers  rose  each 
morning  and  stayed  high 
until  bedtime,  putting  them  at 
higher  risk  Qian  other  work- 
ing women  for  health  prob- 


lems such  as  heart  iti«»a«» 
The  number  of  children  at 
home  made  no  difference  — 
stress  levels  were  as  high 
with  one  child  as  with 
several 

Researchers  from  Duke  uni- 
versity, North  Carolina, 
studied  109  women  working 
in  clerical  or  customer  ser- 
vice positions.  Hormones 
linked  with  stress  that  are 
excreted  in  urine  were  mea- 
sured at  various  times 
throughout  the  day,  inrimiing 
at  work  and  in  the  evening  at 
home.  They  looked  in  particu- 
; lar  at  three  hormones:  corti- 
: sol.  norepinephrine  and 
| epinephrine. 

The  results,  published  in 
the  American  journal.  Psy- 
chosomatic Medicine,  show 


that  regardless  of  marital 
status,  women  with  children 
at  home  excreted  higher 
levels  of  cortisol  throughout  a 
24-hour  period  than  did  work- 
ing women  without  children. 

All  the  women  showed  a 
significant  increase  in  levels 
of  epinephrine  and  norepi- 
nephrine during  the  day,  and 
there  was  little  change,  if  any. 
during  the  evening.  By  con- 
trast, other  studies  In  men 
have  shown  a significant  drop 
in  these  two  hormones  when 
they  come  home  after  work. 

Redford  Williams,  the 
study's  chief  investigator, 
explained  that  cortisol  bad 
been  shown  to  be  related  to 
distress  or  lack  of  control. 
while  the  two  other  hormones 
were  linked  to  effort  or  activ- 
ity. Long-term  elevations  of 
cortisol  in  mothers  could  lead 
to  health  problems. 

Parent*.  02  paga  8 


Girl  who  took  ecstasy  was  refused 
operation  on  medical  grounds 


DOCTORS  were  right  to 
deny  a liver  transplant 
to  a teenager  who  had 
taken  the  rave  drug  ecstasy,  a 
sheriff  ruled  yesterday. 

In  written  findings,  issued 
at  Aberdeen  sheriff  court 
after  an  eight-day  total  acci- 
dent inquiry,  Sheriff  Graeme 
Warner  said  the  decision  was 
made  on  medical  and  not 
moral  grounds,  despite  claims 
by  the  girl’s  mother. 

But  he  criticised  doctors  at 
Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary  for 
failing  to  carry  out  a routine 
test  for  liver . failure  which 
‘‘might”  have  saved  Michelle 
Paul’s  life. 

Michelle,  aged  15,  from  Ab- 
erdeen, died  in  the  Scottish 
Liver  Transplant  Unit  at 
Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary 


an  November  27,  1996  — 23 
days  after  taking  half  a tablet 
of  ecstasy  at  a rave  near  her 
home. 

She  was  initially  admitted 
to  the  Aberdeen  hospital  with 
suspected  hepatitis  but  trans- 
ferred to  the  Edinburgh  unit 
when  ft  became  obvious  she 
had  liver  toflure. 

In  his  221-page  determina- 
tion, Sheriff  Warner  ««id  that 
Michelle's  mother,  Carolann, 
aged  37,  and  grandmother, 
Margaret  Pirie,  aged  56,  were 
‘.‘simply  wrong"  in  . their 
recollection  that  doctors  had 
told  them  she  would  not 
receive  a new  liver  on  moral 
grounds,  and  be  praised  the 
Edinburgh  doctors. 

‘1  would  stress  that  I in  no 
way  whatever  think  that  Mrs 


Paul  was  deliberately  lying 
about  this.”  he  added. 

Sheriff  Warner  said  the 
Edinburgh  team  displayed 
“extremely  high  standards  of 

professionalism”. 

Turning  to  doctors  in  Aber- 
deen, however,  he  said  he 
found  it  “amazing”  that  they 
had  tolled  to  carry  out  the 
“crucial”  liver  test  known  as 
a prothrombin  time  test  "It 
seems  to  me  on  the  basis  of  all 
the  other  evidence  which  I 
heard  that  file  omission  of 

this  test  was  little  short  of  cat- 
astrophic," the  sheriff  said. 

He  admitted  he  could  not  be 
certain  that  its  omission  led 
directly  to  the  death,  but 
claimed  the  doctors  would 
have  realised  much  more  j 
quickly  that  they  had  a seri- 
ous problem  on  their  hands. 

Mrs  Paul  said  in  a state- 
ment that  she  would  he  con- 
sidering the  report  in  detail 
with  her  solicitor. 


BRITAIN  5 

Oxford  hits 
back  over 
student’s 
suicide 


Maggie  O’Kane 


OXFORD  university 
has  hit  back  at  criti- 
cism that  a 22-year- 
old  student  who 
committed  suicide  was  not 
given  emotional  support,  sug- 
gesting that  parental  grief 
prompted  the  outburst 
In  response  to  an  angry  let- 
ter from  Sarah  Napuk’s 
father,  accusing  the  universi- 
ty’s tutors,  counsellors  and 
doctors  of  not  taking  her 
exam  worries  seriously,  the 
university  insisted  yesterday 
that  they  had  given  her  aU 
possible  support.  She  had 
been  having  counselling  at 
the  college,  but  had  not 
always  attended. 

Ms  Napuk  had  attempted 
suicide  during  the  Easter 
term  by  taking  an  overdose. 
She  hanged  herself  in  April. 

The  chairman  of  the  uni- 
versity’s student  health  com- 
mittee, Ernest  Nicholson, 
said  he  understood  that  Ms 
Napuk  had  a history  of 
depression  and  had  used  the 
counselling  service. 

After  her  first  attempt  at 
suicide,  described  by  the  uni- 
versity as  a “mild  overdose”, 
she  had  asked  her  friends  to 
admit  her  to  the  Barnes  psy- 
chiatric unit  at  the  John  Rad- 
clifTe  Hospital,  in  Oxford,  and 
had  later  been  discharged 
after  being  deemed  fit 
In  response  to  the  letter 
criticising  the  university  for 
“tolling  short  in  providing 
adequate  support  services  for 
students”.  Professor  Nichol- 
son said  that  “grief  some- 
times manifests  itself  in  a 1 
number  of  ways,  and  anger  is  . 
one  of  them.” 

But  Ms  Napuk's  father  Ker- 
ry, an  American  businessman 
who  has  lived  In  Britain  for 
24  years,  said:  “It  is  very  con- 
venient for  them  to  say  we're 
grief-stricken,  of  course  we 
are,  but  that  isn’t  an  excuse 
for  the  university  not  to  look 
at  itself  and  ask  some  hard 
questions.  Eleven  students 
have  committed  suicide  in 
seven  years  — is  that  some- 
thing to  be  complacent  about? 
They  should  look  at  the  hot- 
house atmosphere  they  are 
creating.” 

It  was  the  letter  from  the 
Oxfordshire  coroner  refusing 
to  admit  his  statement  as  evi- 
dence at  his  daughter’s 
inquest,  which  takes  place  in 
Oxford  today,  that  prompted 


Mr  Napuk  to  go  public  an 
what  he  describes  as  the 
“pathetic  response"  of  Oxford 
university  to  the  fomily’s  con- 
cerns about  the  support 
offered  to  students. 

Mr  Napuk,  who  will  not 
attend  the  inquest,  said: 
“Oxford  still  has  everything 
riding  on  the  final  exams, 
which  places  enormous  pres- 
sure on  students  and  at  the 
same  time  does  not  provide 
adequate  support."  He  said  he 
found  the  university,  in  res- 
ponse to  his  concerns,  “obses- 
sively secretive,  closed,  sensi- 
tive and  on  the  defensive". 

The  university  said  yester- 
day that  Ms  Napuk  had  been 
a “very  caring  young  woman 
who  even  went  so  Car  as  to 
Introduce  others  to  the  col- 
lege counselling  service, 
although  she  didn't  always 
turn  up  for  her  own 
appointment" 

Commenting  on  what  he 
called  the  press  obsession 
with  Oxford,  Professor  Nich- 
olson said  the  suicide  rate  at 
Oxford  was  no  higher  than 
that  in  society  in  general.  In 
the  past  17  years,  11  students 
there  have  committed  suicide 
and  over  the  past  two  years 
150  to  200  students  have  used 
the  psychiatric  service. 

At  the  time  of  her  death,  a 
week  before  her  final  exams, 
Ms  Napuk  had  already 
accepted  a place  at  Harvard 
university  to  continue  her 
studies  and  had  been 
expected  to  get  a first  Hase 
degree. 


Sarah  Napnk ...  parental 
grief  blamed  for  outburst 
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High  noon  for  ‘dirty  dozen’  as  Labour  backbenchers  rise  in  their  first  revolt  over  afundamental  policy  issue  since  the  general  election 


MPs  force 
rethink 
onroad 
projects 


KeHti  Harper 

and  Robftcca  Smtthare 


A REVOLT  by  Labour 
MPs  has  forced  the 
Government  to 
reconsider  its  deci- 
sions on  12  road  projects,  in- 
cluding widening  the  M25  to 
12  lanes,  which  should  have 
been  announced  yesterday. 

Eighteen  MPs  have  signed  a 
motion  saying  a shift  from 
road  to  rail  must  come  before 
the  plan  of  the  airport  com- 
pany BAA  to  bufld  a 12-lane 
M25  access  to  the  proposed 
Terminal  5 at  Heathrow. 

Their  concern  — backed  by 
a huge  environmental  cam- 
paign — has  forced  the  Trans- 
port Minister,  Gavin  Strang, 
to  delay  his  announcement  on 
the  “dirty  dozen”  projects 
until  just  before  the  parlia- 
mentary recess  nert  week. 
The  revolt  was  described  by 
MPs  last  night  as  the  first 
serious  dash  over  a funda- 
mental policy  issue  that  the 
Government  has  faced  since 
its  election  victory. 

The  motion,  tabled  by 
Andrew  Mack  inlay.  Labour 
MP  for  Thurrock,  was  also 


backed  by  three  Liberal  Dem- 
ocrat MPs  and  was  described 
at  Westminster  last  night  as 
“gathering  momentum'' 
among  other  Labour  MPs. 

The  Deputy  Prime  Minis- 
ter, John  Prescott,  and  Dr 
Strang  regard  the  decision  on 
the  “dirty  dozen"  as  the  first 
stage  of  a “drive  your  car 
less”  comprehensive  roads 
review  before  an  integrated 
transport  policy  white  paper 
next  spring. 

The  Government  Is  also 
i aware  that  giving  the  nod  to 
I the  M25  widening  would 
amount  to  its  tacit  approval  of 
j the  Terminal  5 project. 

In  the  Midlands  this  month 
Mr  Prescott  faced  angry  pro- 
testers from  Friends  of  the 
Earth  over  plans  for  the  Bir- 
1 in  logham  ring  road.  He  then 
called  for  a reexamination  of 
the  12  projects.  He  and  Dr 
Strang  insist  there  is  no  dis- 
agreement between  them  and 
that  the  review  has  taken 
longer  than  expected. 

When  he  first  announced 
the  accelerated  review  of  the 
"dirty  dozen"  last  month.  Dr 
Strang  made  it  dear  , that  the 
options  were  to  approve  the 
schemes  immediately,  cancel 
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Motion  urges  shift  from  road  to  rail  before  M25  scheme 
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them,  or  put  them  into  a 
longer  review.  Several,  par- 
ticularly the  M25  widening 
and  the  Salisbury  bypass, 
would  attract  strong  opposi- 
tion from  environmental 
groups  if  they  went  ahead. 

The  llth-bour  review  has 
exposed  the  problems  of  inte- 
grating the  Departments  of 
Environment  and  Transport 
Insiders  say  Dr  Strang,  a new- 
comer to  transport,  was  brow- 
beaten into  accepting  the 


recommendations  of  his  pro- 
roads officials,  before  Mr 
Prescott  decided  to  intervene 
and  ask  for  more  information. 

Roger  Higrrum,  Friends  of 
the  Earth  transport  cam- 
paigner, said  last  night: 
"Labour  MPs  know  Dr 
Strang's  road  plans  will  cost 
Labour  votes.  That  is  why  so 
many  have  come  out  to  pro- 
test in  advance  of  these 
decisions.” 

Yesterday  Downing  Street 


said  no  decision  had  yet  been 
taken  an  whether  or  not  to 
press  ahead  with  the  M25  wid- 
ening — a drastically  -scaled 
down.' version  of  earlier  Tory 
proposals  for  a 14-lane  motor- 
way which  Labour  attacked 
while  in  opposition. 

But  sources  indicated  that 
the  £300  million  Birmingham 
northern  relief  road  — 
another  scheme  which 

Labour  opposed  before  the 
election  — would  get  the  go- 


ahead  on  economic  grounds. 
In  private  meetings  with  indi- 
vidual MPs,  the  roads  minis- 
ter, Baroness  Hayman.  ex- 
plained that  compensation  to 
the  private  sector  of  up  to  £30 
million  would  have  to  be  paid 
if  the  BrTiemp  did  not  go 
ahead,  and  that  this  was  key 
to  the  decision. 

The  Tories  — who  have 
been  quiet  until  now  about 
the  prospect  of  a U-turn  over 
the  Mss  — are  understood  to 


be  working  on  a campaign  to 
expose  labour  for  “doing  one 
thing  while  saying  another". 
The  Liberal  Democrats  hope 
to  pin  file  Government  down 
at  Prime  Minister’s  question 
time  today  on  the  timing  of 
the  announcement.  1 

The  “dirty  dozen"  schemes 
are  seen  by  the  Department  of 
Transport  as  much-needed 
improvements  to  the  trunk 

road  network  that  have  sur- 
vived file  scrutiny  of  three 


previous  reviews.  As  a result 
of  the  latest  review  last  year, 
the  roads  programme  is  about 
a quarter  of  its  sire  in  1993. 

The  12  projects  involve  7 
per  cent  of  the  roads  pro- 
gramme, costing  £1.2  billion. 
Almost  all  have  been  through 
public  inquiry,  although  the 
M25  widening  haw  not.  Mr 
Higznan  said  they  threaten  18 
sites  of  special  scientific 
interest  and  three  areas  of 
outstanding  natural  beauty. 


City  launches  first  pay-to-drive  trial  in  fight  against  urban  pollution 


Smart-card  scheme 
offers  commuters 
tolls  or  park  and  ride, 
writes  James  Meikle 

THE  first  pay-to-drive 
experiment  in  a British 
dly  will  be  launched  to 
Leicester  next  month  to  t*st 
whether  motorists  are  ready 
to  switch  to  public  transport 


to  save  their  pockets  and  help 
in  the  fight  against  urban 
pollution. 

Volunteer  commuters  using 
a 2‘6-niile  main  route  into 
Leicester  will  fece  different 
tolls,  which  could  be  as  high 
as  £10.  They  will  be  given  the 
alternative  of  cheap,  fast 
buses  if  they  leave  their  rare 
at  the  edge  of  the  aty.  They 
wm  be  allowed  to  keep  at  least 
a share  of  their  “profits". 

The  scheme  is  part-fonded 
by  the  Environment  and 


Transport  Ministry,  headed 
by  the  Deputy  Prime  Minis- 
ter, John  Prescott 
The  £2.5  million  eight- 
month  experiment  using  the 
latest  smart-card  technology 

dashboard  boxes  and  a 

bleeping  trigger  beacon  above 
the  road  — is  also  backed  by 
European  Union  cash.  Jt  is 
considered  a vital  first  step  in 
determining  whether  the ' 
Government  should  give  local , 
minrila  the  power  to  intro-  j 
rtnr*  rush-hour  road  tolls. 


Eddie  Tyrer,  special  pro- 
jects officer  on  Leicester  city 
council,  said:  “We  have  identi- 
fied roughly  100  volunteers 
who  regularly  commute  along 
that  corridor.  They  win  have 
an  on-board  unit  which  takes 
a smart  card  that  will  be  cred- 
ited with  an  amount  of  money. 

“They  can  continue  driving 
by  car  — and  under  a beacon 
above  the  road  [they  will! 
hear  a bleep  and  an  amount 
will  be  deducted  from  their 
smart  card.  Alternatively, 


they  can  use  the  park-ami- 
ride  car  park  and  buy  a 
ticket,  which  is  a return  tore 
to  the  city,  by  smart  card. 

“The  road-pricing  toll  will 
always  be  more  expensive 
than  the  parts  and  ride.  We 
want  to  see  at  what  level 
drivers  seriously  think  about 
switching  — whether  it  is  at 
£2.  £3.  £4.  £5  or  £7” 

Later  to  the  experiment, 
the  charge  will  increase 
whenever  air  pollution  levels 
are  going  to  rise.  Message 


signs  at  the  roadside  outside 
town  will  inform  volunteers 
of  the  change. 

The  “balance”  on  the  smart 
card  will  probably  be  changed 
monthly,  but  volunteers  will 
be  able  to  make  money  from 
their  commuting  decisions. 
“We  want  this  to  be  as  realis- 
tic as  possible.”  said  Mr 
Tyrer. 

The  scheme's  organisers, 
which  Include  the  Transport 
Research  Laboratory  and  the 
Howard  Humphreys  trans- 


port consultancy,  believe  the 
improved  bus  system  will 
take  passengers  Into  town  in 
10  minutes  on  average — com- 
pared with  20-25  minutes  for 
car  drivers,  plus  time  to  find 
a' parking  space. 

Lynn  Sloman,  assistant 
director  of  campaign  group 
Transport  2000.  said:  “There 
is  a very  strong  message  that 
there  is  a more  attractive  way 
of  travelling  than  sitting  to 
your  car. 

"It  is  critical  that  you  allow 


the  [money  raised  from  the 
scheme]  to  go  back  to  the 
local  authority ...  to  invest  in 
transport  alternatives.  If  the 
money  is  channelled  hack  to 
the  Treasury,  this  will  be  a 
non-starter.  No  authority  is 
going  to  risk  putting  Its  head 
above  the  parapet” 

Local  authorities  studying 

"Congestion”  Charging  fear 

that  shoppers  and  businesses 
will  be  lured  away  to  neigh- 
bouring centres  that  have  no 
charges. 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


Wagner  clan’s  cycle  of  enmity 


The  Bayreuth  festival  is  being 
upstaged  this  year  by  feuds 
over  the  composer’s  legacy 
and  newly  published  details  of 
the  family’s  links  to  the  Nazis. 
Ian  Traynor  in  Bonn  reports 


AS  AT  this  time 
every  year,  the 
curtain  rises  on 
Richard  Wagner 
on  Friday  at  the 
sold-out  Bayreuth  festival, 
confirming  that,  despite  the 
torrential  rains,  the  sum- 
mer has  arrived  for  Ger- 
many's smart  set  and  the 
International  jet  set. 

A production  of  Tristan 
and  Isolde  kicks  off  this 
year’s  festival  at  the  Bavar- 
ian shrine  to  the  ever-con- 
troverslal  19th  century 
composer.  Regardless  of 
the  plaudits  or  catcalls  that 
greet  the  production,  this 
year’s  real  Bayreuth  drama 
is  being  enacted  offstage  by 
the  composer’s  descen- 
dants. who  are  squabbling 
over  the  Wagner  legacy, 
control  of  Bayreuth,  the 
family  history  and  the  Nazi 
issue. 

Wolfgang  Wagner,  aged 
77,  Richard's  grandson, 
continues  to  exert  a total 
grip  on  Bayreuth,  his  son 
has  just  published  a lacer- 
ating account  of  file  fam- 
ily’s requited  but  repressed 
love  affair  with  Adolf  Efit- 


Nike  paints  her 
uncle  as  a vicious 
megalomaniac 
concerned  only 
with  the  box  office 


ler  and  Nazism,  and  his 
niece  is  mounting  a bid  to 
unseat  Wolfgang  and  take 
over  the  running  of  the 
festival. 

The  Wagner  clan  is  no 
stranger  to  incestuous 
backstabblng.  But  this  year 
the  infighting  has  plumbed 
new  depths,  as  carefully 
timed  publications  and  in- 
terviews have  vied  for  the 
support  of  public  opinion. 

The  fend  has  been  height- 
ened by  a new  book  on  Hit- 
ler and  Wagner  by  Joachim 
Kohler  which  unearths  co- 
pious detail  of  the  Nazi 
leader’s  obsession  with  the 
maestro  and  his  closeness 
to  Wagner’s  offspring,  who 
treated  Hitler  as  part  of  the 
family. 

The  book  has  not  met 
with  universal  approval. 

The  historian  and  Hitler 
biographer  Joachim  Fest 
wrote  last  week  that  Bay- 
reuth and  the  Wagner  clan 
had  a fateful  effect  on  Hitler. 
“But  you  have  to  differenti- 
ate between  Wagner  and  the 


Bayreuth  mob  which  vul- 
garised his  legacy  and  radi- 
calised it  nation  alisti  cally . " 

In  Wagner’s  Hitler,  Mr 
Kdhler  portrays  the  com- 
poser as  the  nastiest  of 
ideological  anti-Semites 
who  inspired  Hitler  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  | 
Holocaust. 

The  claims  are  not  new  , 
bat  the  wealth  of  detail  on  | 
the  Hitler- Wagner  relation- 
ship is. 

Bat  it  is  in  the  family  lt- 
I self  that  the  knives  are  out. 

Wolfgang  has  run  the  fes- 
tival and  guarded  the  leg- 
acy obsessively  and  single- 
handedly  since  his  brother 
Wieland  died  31  years  ago. 

But  Wolfgang’s  son  Gott- 
fried accuses  his  father  of 
revering  Hitler  as  a substi- 
tute fether  and  then  bury- 
ing his  past  for  decades, 
i and  Wolfgang’s  niece  Nike 
paints  him  as  a vicious 
megalomaniac  concerned 
only  with  the  box  office. 

Wolfgang,  she  said  last 
week,  was  “irrational’’,  a 
“master  of  dismissal,  fits  of 
rage,  and  smokescreen”, 
who  had  turned  Bayreuth 
into  a “German  nationalist 
fetish”. 

Gottfried,  in  a book  pub- 
lished earlier  this  year, 
paints  a nightmarish  pic- 
ture of  growing  up  at  Bay- 
reuth, where  Hitler  was  a 
regular  family  guest.  He 
hints  that  the  FQhrer  was 
his  grandmother  Wini- 
fred's lover  and  that  she 
remained  an  unrepentant 
Nazi  into  the  1970s. 

Wolfgang,  he  says,  was 
like  an  adopted  son  to  Hit- 
ler, and  sedulously  sup- 
pressed his  closeness  to  the 
Nazis  after  the  war. 

He  alleges  that,  as  inti- 
mates of  Hitler,  his  parents 
and  grandparents  knew  all 
about  the  Holocaust,  the 
death  camps  and  the  fate  of 
some  of  the  Jewish  musi- 
cians employed  at  Bay- 
reuth, but  lifted  not  a fin- 
ger to  help. 

Hitler  first  went  to  Bay- 
reuth in  1923  and  became  a 
welcome  visitor  to  the  Villa 
Wahnfrled.  the  Wagner 
family  home.  He  wrote 
Mein  Kampf  in  prison  on 
Villa  Wahnfrled- headed 
paper  provided  by  Wini- 
fred. He  visited  Wolfgang 
several  times  when  he  was 
in  hospital  in  1939. 

Wolfgang’s  1993  autobi- 
ography omits  all  this. 

Gottfried,  who  lives  in 
Milan,  has  refused  to  let  his 
son  meet  his  grandfather 
and  remains  bitter  about 
an  upbringing  crippled  by 
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Civil  Servants 


• Town  Hall  Employees 


• Teachers 


• Lecturers 


Post  Office  Staff 


NHS  Staff 
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Nurses 


• Fire  Service 


Prison  Officers 


• Ambulance  Service 
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What  Santa 
does  on  his 
summer  hols 


Christopher  FoUatt 
In  Copenhagen 


Italy  sentences 


Wednesday  Julymaftr 

World  newkfti  tMtef  _ 

Yeltsin  blocks  bill 
curbing  free  woiship 


style  controls  and  v totaled  the  constitution.  The  Pope  mm  Uu 

Ew  would  threaten  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  * turvfed  to 
Russia.  The  US  threatened  to  withhold  aid  wort*  about 
£125  million.  — Reuser.  Moscow. 


Berisha  hangs  on 


president  Sail  Berisha  shows  no  immediate  jdgns  of 

P1p?S^f^Sb!ahad  aaldhehad  no  wteh  wffitha 

and  wcmldmslgp  once  heJari^ftroyd  his 

constitutional  obligations”.  

He  leads  the  list  of  27  Democratic  Party  deputise  in  the  new 
assembly  bm  the  party  has  said  It  will  boycott  the  first  swakm  to 

protest  at  the  conduct  cf  the  election.  R complains  tb«  it  was 
unable  to  campaign  in  the  south.  ' 

An  explosion  In  Tirana  axxi  a gun  battle  between  gangs  In  Vlore 

y^terday  renewed  worriCT  about  a security  vacuim  Albanians 

army  and  to  restore  order  after  the  recent  uprising.  — Aotar, 
Tirana* 


< 


Wieland  Wagner,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Wolfgang  as  director  of  Bayreuth  festival  on  his  death.  Wolfgang’s 
niece  has  accused  her  uncle  of  turning  the  event  into  a ’nationalist  fetish*.  Below,  Hitler  accompanies  Wieland  and 
Winifred  Wagner  to  the  1938  festival.  A new  book  says  he  was  treated  like  one  of  the  family  u«n  photograph,  Paul  almasv 

the  colt  of  Richard  Wagner. 

His  cousin  Nike,  per- 
versely named  in  1946  after 
the  goddess  of  victory,  ap- 
pears to  be  equally  embit- 
tered, in  her  case  by  her 
ambition  to  succeed 
Wolfgang. 

“Bayreuth’s  borders  are 
no  longer  our  world’s  bor- 
ders.” she  said  last  week.  “If 
you  want  to  run  Bayreuth 
today,  you  have  to  halve  dis- 
tance from  it  and  know  the 
international  scene.” 

Under  Wolfgang,  she  said, 
fiie  festival  had  become  a 
sacred  rite,  characterised  by 
parochialism,  habit  and 
“mass  obedience”. 

The  opera  critic  Hans- 
Klaos  Jungheinrich  agrees, 
saying  the  festival  has  de- 
generated into  a huge 
money-spinning  operation. 

But  the  well-heeled 
opera-goers  seem  not  to 
mind,  flocking  to  the  event 
each  summer  to  worship  at 
the  shrine.  There  is  a wait- 
ing list  of  years  for  a ticket. 


Algerians  ‘kill  140  rebels’ 

ALGERIAN  troops  taking  part  foanofSenaiue  against  rebels  ham 

encirded  and  killed  some  140  guerrillas.  El  Watan  newspaper 
reported. 

Bulldozers  clearing  a peih  for  the  advance  through  rugged 
terrain  have  unearthed  damns  af  corpses.  It  is  unctear  whether 
the  bodies  are  those  of  murdered  civilians  or  terrorists. 

The  offensive  began  10  days  ago  when  a woman  escaped  riba 
captors  and  ttrid  government  forces  their  whereabouts,  the  paper 
said.  About  20  rebels  had  attacked  the  woman's  hamlet  near  an 
underground  guerrilla  base  in  the  Attatbe  area  ofBUda  province. 

L’Authentique  newspaper  said  the  guerrillas  were  members  of 
the  Armed  Islamic  Group  (GIA)  and  that  the  GIA  chle£  Antar 
Zouabri  might  be  among  the  180  trapped  rebels.  40  of  whom  were 
not  killed.  — Reuter,  Paris. 


Saudi  women  told  to  cover  up 

SAUDI  ARABIA  is  urging  its  dtixens  to  ensure  that  women  do  not 

leave  their  homes  without  being  veiled  and  “property  covered”. 

An  infonnatJonmtaistry  statement  carried  by  the  Saudi 
Gazette  yesterday  said:  “Religious  scholars  and  educated  people 
should  organise  lectures  and  meetings  to  point  out  the  negative 
effects  of  allowing  women  to  go  to  the  market  or  roam  about 
without  being  property  covered.’* 

Women  fn  Saudi  Arabia  must  cover  their  hair  In  public  and 
wear  tong-steevedblack  cloaks.  Uiey  shtwMte  accompanied  by  a 
close  male  relative  when  outdoors.  —-Rader.  Dubai 


Rights  for  part-time  workers 

THE  European  Commission  is  was  expected  to  propose  rules 
today  to  guarantee  part-time  workers  the  same  rights  as  their  foil- 
time  colleagues  In  an  eflbrt  to  eMoui^flexiWe  working. 

A draft  text  was  endorsed  by  EU  officials  and  labour  and 
employers'  groups  last  month  after  a year  of  negotiations.  If 
approved  today,  the  seven-clause  proposal  is  likely  tobe  put  to 
socialaffialremlnistminlAUOHmbourgln  October. 

The  draft  directive  does  not  cover  temporary  or  seasonal  jobs; 
or  home-working,  but  recognises  the  need  for  an  arrangement  to 
cover  such  work. — Baiter.  Brussels: 


Secular  schooling  increase 

THE  coalition  partners  in Turkey’s  government  have  reached 
agreement  on  implementing  the  secular  education  programme 
demanded  by  the  army,  the  Anatolian  news  agency  said. 

The  accord  foresees  increasing  obligatory  secular  education  to 
eight  years  from  the  current  five:  an  attempt  to  limb  enrolment  at 
the  growing  number  of  religious  schools. 

The  Muslim  former  prime  minister  Neemettin  Erbakan  called 
for  a referendum  on  theplaa.  Mlliiary  pressure  helped  pushMr 
Erbakan  from  power  last  mcaith. — Reuter,  Ankara. 


DEATH  PENALTY 
STICKERS  £5 


>•> 

-.!  ViW*: 
-\  -.<r+ 

. .■  « 

-c-j-  <■**» 


; ;/ 

•-•a-  ***** 

■ . •■***♦•• 

: -f 

■ vat  was-- 
m 

.■-'I  •:»«! 

■>  •.  ‘.a  r*ty' 


• **«**•  m 

- 4-t* 

•w  ***** 


* ■>  »*». 

• lOiwMfjil 


m 

> 'rt  . - ' 

— irto 


riitw  res 

«m 


Aftwl  to  k 

22J? 

-‘t-uk 

*r  tf  to 

Amsia 

x&rnrn 

HMW 

iiw  re 

t!to  #■>»- 
rt  |W»M 

25  a 

:;rrm 

4ltil 

» IVt4»  AX 
i*l  a tkiwrtr 

ilniil 

■w  wrewre  i 

V-'r^w  haU ; 

! *hsM if-. 

« « V total ' 

ttm 

■ -•***•*%***+, 

irtitodj 

• ste*  re 

^«vwtn t 

Apremi 

■t.  . 

l 

* iht  fbr 
•v  d Oto 

Mftetgr 

« Wtti 

h M«a<t 

^ %%ga- 

4 . 

■ 

’■.toe* 

toinui 

y '.w 

j»stor 
f *«<W 

Bin*  it 

r 

if*  tn 

riiVtUl 

_ i 

t-Tnei* 

.toSEr-li 

mmm 

redyMA  f 

ik'iwzv 

r Ktrat  reft 

«^r. 

rtottttre 

i-.  -tnal  j 
f 

McirfJ 

i-  Thfl 

wje 

teabntot 

fictodefto 

i . •. 


iHV'?4?1"^  . , -_ 

^$KBrt»W  -j^r  u..'  ' " 

i ’* ' v .'  .' 

■"“  " tifipii  ' ■■■'..  r...  . 

ittlifcf  Ahpp  ;;:.-  ..• , . .'. 

. -’-.  - 

l#jpe¥.  *?-■  - r ir:,  . 

?.  . • 

Jfeiay *>>»%■- :'  ' 

flftit  'Z*l  '.■Jbw-'V.  1,'... 


>s 


WMlhw^, 

IHttM  ■rtrtfi  ■<».  ..... 

£«■****' - 


* 0,1  in  Aik . 


■ ■jtaKya 

£f*SM**w* 


WWm  a - v u . 


w»T  «»■*••- 


*fctfi  1 4q  rebels 


,i 


l!**-  — , 


•*»?'» til. j:-.  i .• 
»r*-' .- •.  -.  . 


told  to 


cover  u 


* 

Wfe*”-wr 


ft-V--:  . 

*** 


fMNrt-timc  worker! 


o*'  ■ 

mm  ***"*.■ 


ijssV>R  •:■ 


mg  increase 


<M  ***  ■ 

I)M>  • r 


*n  ^ 


|^j»gs-*5a»- 


fOf  porit  bltin^cr 


|wgrw» 

jjT5:T>»v  > 

*r  --'  -**  >••'■•• 


ultimate  *a',£‘" 


fUe*** 


&**«**»*•■ 
«*r«***-^  ^ :*" 


2315 


T»  » 1'*2" 

'(rtMr. 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  July  23 1997 


Arafat  meets  Israeli  minister 


Europe 
clears 
path  to 


>Sj 


talks 


John  Palmer  In 


THE  Israeli  foreign  minister, 
David  Levy,  and  the  Palestin- 
ian president,  Yasser  AraCat, 
agreed  last  night  to  resume 
negotiations  to  unblock  the 
stalled  Middle  East  peace  pro- 
cess after  a meeting  with 
European  Union  foreign  min- 
isters in  Brussels. 

Speaking  after  the  meeting, 
Mr  Levy  said  that  Mr  Arafat 
had  made  “a  very  important 
statement"  about  Israel’s 
security. 

The  two  are  to  meet  again 
soon  to  discuss  a series  of 
confidence-building  mea- 
sures, including  opening 
ports  and  airports  in  the  Pal- 
estinian territories  and  eas- 
ing restrictions  on  Palestin- 
ians travelling  to  work  in 
Israel. 

At  an  unexpected  joint 
press  conference  Mr  Arafat 
and  Mr  Levy  appeared  upbeat 
about  .the  prospects  for  1 
progress  in  the  wider  peace 
talks. 

“David  Levy  is  a cousin," 
he  said.  ‘7  am  firmly  con- 
vinced he  sets  great  store  by 
the  peace  process.  I am  sure 
that  we  are  going  to  be  able  to 
re-establish  confidence 
amongst  us  and  resume  the 
path  to  peace." 

Mr  Levy  praised  the  way 
Mr  Arafat  had  spoken  about 
Israel’s  security  concerns.  *7 
am  very  satisfied  with  what  I 
heard  President  Arafat  say  on 
that  primordial  issue.” 

The  two  mm  paid  effusive 
tribute  to  the  EU  and  its  cur- 
rent president  — the  Luxem- 
bourg foreign  minister,  Jac- 
ques Poos  — for  taking  the 
initiative  to  get  the  peace  pro- 
cess under  way  again. 

The  EU  initiative  reflects 
growing  dissatisfaction  with 
the  progress  being  .made  by 
the  United  States-led  media- 
tion, and  Europe's  determina- 
tion to  raise  its  profile  in  the 
search  for  peace. 

Although  EU  governments 
deny  that  they  are  setting  up 
a rival  process,  they  are  criti- 
cal of  Washington's  reluc- 
tance to  condemn  the  Israeli 
government’s  hard  line  on 
building  new  settlements  on 
occupied  land. 

Before  the  talks  began,  the 


Israeli  government  warned 
the  EU  not  to  “interfere”  in 
existing  negotiations. 

Speaking  to  the  European 
Parliament  in  Brussels,  Mr 
Levy  said;  “We  see  peace  as  a 
value  and  a goal,  but  It  is  a 
complicated  issue.  1.  know 
that  some  of  you  fed  Israel  is 
not  helping  the  peace  process, 
but  this  is  not  us  being  stub- 
born. this  is  us  defending  our 
lives.” 

He  replied  to  critics  of  Isra- 
el’s policies,  saying:  “We  have 
fulfilled  afl  our  obligations 


under  the  various  accords  — 
the  other  party  has  not” 

In  response  to  a heckler,  he 
said:  "You  have  to  be  In  Israel 
or  with  Israel  to  understand 
completely.  1 am  not  so  naive  < 
as  to  believe  I could  have  : 
come  here  and  changed 
opinions. 

“AH  I can  do  is  explain  our 
position.  It  is  our  right  to  ex- 
pect Europe  ...  to  allow  the 
two  sides  to  try  to  resolve  the 
matter  without  interference.” 
European  diplomats  had 
previously  played  down  sug- 


gestions that  the  meeting 
with  Mr  Poos,  the  president  of 
the  EU  Council  of  Ministers,, 
would  lead  to  any  early 
breakthrough. 

Robin  Cook,  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  told  journalists: 
“We  are  immensely  pleased  at 
the  fact  that  this  meeting  has 
been  held.  But  we  are  deeply 
concerned  at  the  lack  of 
progress. 

"What  we  hope  for  is  agree- 
ment on  a series  of  confi- 
dence-building measures  — 
including  the  opening  of  the 


Test  of  Hong  Kong  legal  system 
seen  as  gauge  of  Chinese  order 


Andrew  Higgins 
bi  Hong  Kong 

THE  ghost  of  Sir  Charles 
Elliot,  the  empire- 
builder  who  claimed 
Hong  Kong  for  Queen  Vic- 
toria, was  summoned  to  a 
Hong  Kong  courtroom 
stripped  of  its  colonial  crests 
yesterday  for  a legal  battle 
about  the  legitimacy  of  the 
new  Chinese  order,  only  three 
weeks  old. 

Challenged  to  prove  the  le- 
gitimacy of  the  territory’s  un- 
elected legislature,  the  gov- • 
emment’s  top  lawyer  paraded  ! 
history,  precedents  from  Af- ! 
rlca  to  America,  and  a warn- 
ing of  a “legal  chaos”  before 
three  judges  in  horse-hair 
wigs. 

“It  is  the  height  of  absur- 
dity to  cast  doubt  on  the  legal 
system  in  the  name  of  the  rule 
of  liw,”  the  solicitor-general. 
Daniel  Fung,  argued  in  a sub- 
mission which  ranged  from 
Captain  Elliot’s  conquest  of 
Hong  Kong  in  1841  to  Ronald 
Reagan’s  Invasion  of  the  for- 
mer British  colony  of  Gre- 
nada In  1983. 

The  case,  which  began 
under  British  rule  as  a ques- 
tion of  robbery  and  reached 
the  court  of- appeal  yesterday 
as  a test  of  Hong  Kong  s en- 
tire legal  system  under  Chi- 
nese rule,  is  being  watched 


closely  as  a gauge  of  the  judi- 
ciary's freedom  from  political 
pressure  under  the  new 
regime. 

Hong  Kong  courts  now 
present  an  incongruous  mix 
of  British  and  Communist 
Parly  aesthetics,  with  robed 
judges  and  bewigged  bards- , 
ters  intoning,  mostly  in 
English  but  increasingly  in  I 
Chinese,  before  a red  seal 
bearing  the  flower  emblem 
that  has  replaced  British  lion 
and  unicorn. 

“I’ve  got  faith  in  the  judges. 


The  defence  says  their  case 
cannot  straddle  the  handover 
because  the  court  system  has 
been  tainted  by  the  dubious 
legality  of  the  provisional 
assembly. 

The  edifice  of  post-colonial 
Hong  Kong  rests  on  the 
Reunification  BID,  a founding 
charter  passed  into  law  on 
July  1 by  the  interim  legisla- 
ture handpicked  on  China’s  1 
orders  to  replace  the  elected 
colonial  body. 

The  Hong  Kong  Bar  Associ- 
ation, which  condemns  the 


stt  is  the  height  of  absurdity  to  cast 
doubt  on  the  entire  legal  system  in 
the  name  of  the  rule  of  law’ 


It  is  not  a politicised  judiciary 
yet,”  said  Kevin  Egan,  an 
Australian  barrister  better 
known  for  his  flamboyant  de- 
fence of  alleged  mobsters  but 
now  a key  figure  in  an  impor- 
tant constitutional  dispute. 
"If  we  are  remotely  right  then 
a certain  amount  of  legal 
chaos  flows  from  this.” 

Mr  Egan's  client  and  two 
other  defendants  — a barris- 
ter, a solicitor's  clerk  and  a 
policeman  — are  accused  of 
“conspiracy  to  pervert  the 
course  of  public  justice”  in 
connection  with  a robbery. 


scrapping  of  the  elected  legis- 
lature, jumped  at  the  chance 
to  press  its  arguments  in 
court  Its  former  president 
Gladys  Li,  and  two  colleagues 
joined  Mr  Egan's  defence 
team,  a surprise  move  that 
sent  the  judges  into  a huddle.  - 
“The  cavalry  is  now  riding  1 
to  our  rescue.”  Mr  Egan  said.  , 
They  squeezed  into  a | 
packed  courtroom  and  raised 
the  stakes  in  a case  that  has 
become  a showdown  between 
the  government  of  Tung  Chee- 
hwa  and  and  a liberal  alliance 
of  lawyers  and  democracy  ac- 


tivists. The  government  had 
earlier  refused  to  grant  legal 
aid  to  support  the  defence 
team. 

Mr  Fung  rejected  argu- 
ments against  the  provisional 
legislature  as  a dangerous 
red-herring. 

“The  provisional  legisatrve 
council  is  there.  It  is  a feet,” 
he  said,  adding  that  Hong 
Kong’s  courts  bad  no  right  to 
rule  on  the  legality  of  a body 
established  by  the  sovereign 
authority  in  Beijing 

“If  you  rule  against  us,  then 
Tm  afraid  your  lordship  you 
are  not  a legally  constituted 
judge,”  he  advised  the  bench. 

’Terhaps,”  Judge  Patrick 
Chan  sighed,  “I  should  not  be 
sitting  here.’’ 

The  court  challenge  is  al- 
most certainly  doomed, 
though  critics  of  the  provi- 
sional legislature  say  they 
hope  to  win  legal  arguments 
before  they  lose  what,  if  it  is 
pushed  to  the  end,  will  be  an 
open-and-shut  political  case. 

Any  Judgement  this  week 

by  the  court  of  appeal  can  be 
overturned  by  the  court  of 
final  appeal  The  ultimate  ar- 
biter. though,  is  the  National 

People’s  Congress,  China’s 
rubber-stamp  parliament  In 
Beijing,  which,  having  legis- 
lated for  the  provisional  legis- 
lature in  the  first  place.  Is  un- 
likely to  strike  down  its  own 

act  as  Illegal. 


30  die  in  Colombian  massacre 


Jeremy  Lwmard  to  Bogoti  . 

THE  torture  and  killing  of 
up  to  30  people  by  right- 
wing  paramilitaries  in 
south-east  Colombia  revived 
fears  yesterday  of  mass  evac- 
uations amid  a spiralling  in- 
ternal refugee  crisis. 

Up  to  100  armed  men 
stormed  the  village  of  Maplri- 
pan  to  Melaprovinee  on  Sun- 
day. the  country's  Indepen- 
dence Day.  Three  of  their 
victims  were  decapitated,  ac- 
cording to  the  Red  Cross,  and 
one  of  the  heads  was 
on  a lamppost- 
governor.  Alfonso  Ortiz,  ine 


mutilated  bodies  of  the  other 
victims  were  dumped  in  the 
River  Guaviare.  “It  was  a 
bloody  act,  a terrible  thing,”  , 
said  Mr  Ortiz.  . 

Meta  is  a cocaine  producing 
area  dominated  by  leftwing 
guerrillas.  The  army  and 
nolice  have  had  no  presence 
in  the  area  for  over  a year 
since  rebels  destroyed  their 
outpost  in  Mrirlnn.  Police 
inspector  Luis  Fernando 
Pfcrc  said  at  least  200  inhabit- 
ants had  fled  the  village  since 

the  killing  began. 

The  Mapfripan  nmsaacre  is 
the  latest  In  an  upsu^eofv^ 
i lence  since  June  15,  when  the 
Revolutionary  Armed  Forces 


of  Colombia  (Fare)  — the 
country’s  largest  guerrilla 
group  — ■ released  60  soldiers 
they  had  held  hostage  for 
nine  months.  Left  wing  rebels 
have  stepped  up  attacks,  de- 
spite hope  of  peace  negotia- 
tions following  the  soldiers’ 
release.  They  have  killed  50 
police  and  soldiers,  disrupted 
key  transport  routes  and 
crippled  oil  production  in  the 
Cano-Limon  field. 

The  paramilitaries,  who 
splintered  off  from  legal  self- 
defence  groups  set  up  during 
the  1980s,  have  carried  out 
reprisals  by  picking  off  civil- 
ians they  consider  to  be  guer- 
rilla sympathisers-  Though  il- 


legal. they  are  rumoured  to 
operate  with  the  tacit  support 
off  the  army. 

So  far  they  have  concen- 
trated on  the  north-west,  leav- 
ing the  Fare  in  control  of 
many  southern  provinces,  but 
the  Mapiripan  killings  mark 
their  first  incursion  into 
these  guerrilla  strongholds. 

Despite  President  Ernesto 
Samper's  Independence  Day 
can  for  the  "humanisation  of 
the  war”,  Colombia’s  30-year 
internal  conflict  looks  set  to 
escalate.  The  army  has 
proved  ineffective  In  contain- 
ing guerrilla  offensives,  and 
rebels  both  right  and  left  are 
digging  themselves  in. 


News  in  brief 

Clinton  picks 
London  envoy 

President  Bill  Clinton  said 
yesterday  he  will  nominate 
Philip  Iader.  long-standing 
friend  and  former  deputy 
White  House  chief  of  staff  as 
US  ambassador  to  Britain. 

If  approved  by  the  Senate, 
Mr  Lader  will  replace  Wil- 
liam Crowe.  — Reuter. 

Taliban  pounded 

Opposition  jets  bombed  Tali- 
ban positions  north  of  Kabul 
yesterday  as  the  two  sides 
waged  an  artillery  duel  and 
sent  refugees  streaming 
towards  the  Alfehan  capitaL 
The  opposition  coalition  has 
made  significant  gains  in 
recent  days  — AP. 

Tudjman  purge 

A number  of  senior  military 
officers  were  retired  or 
relieved  of  duty  yesterday  by 
Croatia's  president,  Franjo 
Tudjman.  Some  of  the  names  j 
Involved  suggest  the  army  is 
being  purged  of  officers  who 
were  either  accused  of  crimes 
or  reportedly  involved  in 
shady  deals.  — AP. 

Fatal  shark  attack 

An  Australian  surfer  holiday- 
ing in  South  Africa  has  died 
after  a shark  tore  off  his  leg. 
Friends  found  the  mangled 
body  of  the  25-year-old  a few 
minutes  after  seeing  him  dis- 
appear beneath  the  waves  on 
Monday  off  a wfld  Indian 
Ocean  beach. — Reuter. 

Catholic  centre 

A $50  million  (£30  million) 
cultural  centre  named  after 
the  Pope  will  be  built  in 
Washington  for  scholars  to 
apply  the  teachings  of  the 
Catholic  Church  to  the  prob- 
lems of  the  day.  Cardinal 
Adam  Mai  da  of  Detroit,  an- 
nounced yesterday. — AP. 

Return  of  the  Max 

Max,  the  gorffla  shot  by  a flee- 
ing robbery  suspect  last  week, 
returned  to  his  enclosure  at 
Johannesburg  Zoo  yesterday. 
Warden  Phillip  Cronje  «atd 
Max,  aged  27,  was  healing 
well — AP. 

Sumo  woe 

Sumo  grand  champion  Ake- 
bono,  defeated  in  his  last  tour- 
nament suffered  another  set- 
back when  thieves  took  a safe 
containing  4 million  yen 
(£20,000)  and  other  valuables 
belonging  to  him- — AP. 
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Inquiry  into  Vatican 
link  to  looted  gold 


Ed  VuJnamy  In  Washington 


PRESIDENT  Bill  Clin- 
ton announced  yes- 
terday that  the 
United  States  trea- 
sury department  has 
launched  an  investigation 
into  chums  that  the  Vatican 
received  money  looted  from 
Jewish  and  other  victims  of 
the  Nazis  during  the  second 
world  war.  The  Vatican  vehe- 
mently denied  the  claims 
“The  treasury  department 
has  assured  me  that  they 
have  historians  combing  the 
records  and  we  will  reveal 
whatever  Information  we 
have  and  let  the  fects  t«fc*  us 
where  they  lead  us,”  Mr  Clin- 
ton said. 

The  White  House  statement 
followed  the  disclosure  of  a 
US  intelligence  report  from 
1946  which  records  that  the 
British  authorities  1m- . 
pounded  and  kept  gold  corns  j 
worth  150  million  Swiss  ; 
francs  which  had  been  looted 
from  murdered  Jews  and 
Serbs  by  the  pro-Nazi  regime 
which  ruled  Croatia  from 
1941  to  1945. 

The  sum  was  part  of 
350  million  francs'  worth  of 
gold  looted  by  the  Croats.  The 
rest,  the  report  says,  was 
given  for  safe-keeping  to  the 
Vatican,  which  may  have  set 
up  a “smokescreen”,  pretend- 


ing to  forward  the  gold  to 
Spain  and  Argentina  while 
really  keeping  it. 

The  Vatican  denied  yester- 
day that  it  had  been  a “pipe- 
line” for  storing  and  smug- ' 
gling  Nazi  gold. 

The  consignment  inter- 
cepted by  the  British  was 
seized  on  the  Austro-Swiss 
border,  apparently  in  autumn 
1945.  There  is  no  indication  of 
where  the  treasure  went  after 


‘We  will  reveal 
everything  and  let 
the  facts  take  us 
where  they  lead  us’ 

it  was  impounded  by  the  Brit- 
ish authorities  patrolling  the 
border. 

The  350  million  francs’ 
worth  of  gold  was  looted  by  the 
Ustasha  govennent  of  Ante 
PaveUc,  a fascist  ruler  loyal  to 
Adolf  Hitler.  The  Ustasha  set 
up  a concentration  camp  at 
Jasenovac  for  Jews,  Serbs, 
Gypsies  and  dissident  Croats. 

The  declassified  report, 
signed  by  Emerson  Bigelow, 
was  a briefing  for  director  of ; 
monetary  research  at  the  US 
treasury  on  October  21 1946. 

Mr  Bigelow  writes:  “The 
following  report  has  recently 


been  received  from  a reliable 
source  in  Italy. . . 

"Of  the  funds  brought  from 
the  former  Independent  Croat 
State,  where  Jews  and  Serbs 
were  plundered  ...  an  esti- 
mated 150  million  Swiss 
francs  were  impounded  by 
British  authorities  ...  The 
balance  of  approximately 
200  million  Swiss  francs  was 
originally  held  in  the  Vatican 
for  safe-keeping. 

"According  to  rumour,  a 
considerable  portion  of  this 
latter  amount  has  been  sent 
to  Spain  and  Argentina 
through  the  Vatican's  *pipe- 
line’,  but  it  is  quite  possible 
this  is  merely  a smokescreen 
to  cover  the  feet  that  the  trea- 
sure remains  in  Its  original 
repository.” 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
has  been  frequently  censured 
by  historians  for  co-operating 
with  the  Ustasha  regime.  A 
Croatian  cardinal  Alojzije  Ste- 
pinac,  was  imprisoned  for  war 
crimes  by  the  post-war  Yugo- 
slav communist  government 

A programme  claiming  to 
detail  the  Vatican’s  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  Croatian  gold  is  to 
be  broadcast  by  the  Los  Ange- 
les television  channel  A&E  on 
Saturday.  It  also  accuses  a US 
bank  — the  Chase  National  — 
of  laundering  gold  for  the 
Nazis. 

Leader  comment,  page  a 


Tough  terms  for  women 
lead  to  US  prison  crisis 


Yasser  Arafat  arrives  in  Brussels  to  meet  the  EU  president,  Jacques  Poos,  and  Israel's  David  Levy  Pticmxafw^YVEs  merman 


sea  and  air  ports  on  the  West 
Bank  which,  hopefoUy,  could 
lead  ou  to.  agreement  on  more 
sensitive  and  substantial 
issues.” 

Mr  Arafat  last  met  the  Is- 
raeli foreign  minister  in  April 
on  the  margins  of  a Euro- 
Mediterranean  conference  in 
Malta. 

The  EU  contributes  more 
than  60  per  cent  of  all  interna- 
tional aid  to  the  Palestinians 
but  feels  it  has  been  margina- 
lised in  the  political 1 
negotiations. 


Joanna  Colo*  In  New  York 

Overcrowding  in 
women’s  prisons  In 
America  has  reached 
crisis  proportions  with  some 
jails  operating  at  150  per  cent 
capacity,  according  to  a new 
justice  department  report. 

Most  female  prisoners  have 
been  convicted  of  drug  of- 
fences and  are  not  considered 
a security  threat  A shift 
■towards  mandatory  prison 
sentences  for  drug  crimes  has 
resulted  in  a 9 J.  per  cent  in- 
crease in  the  number  of 
women  behind  bars  — to  a 
record  74,730. 

The  adoption  of  compulsory 
sentencing  along  the  lines  of 
California’s  “three  strikes  and 
you’re  out”  model  Is  increas- 
ing across  the  United  States, 
encouraged  by  government 
grants.  As  a result  California, 
Texas,  Florida  and  New  York 
— all  of  which  have  adopted 


the  measures  — share  almost 
half  the  country’s  female  pris- 
oners. Texan  prisons  last  year 
had  a 25  per  cent  leap  in  fe- 
male inmates,  the  greatest  in- 
crease of  any  state. 

Oklahoma  has  the  highest 
percentage  of  female  prison- 
ers: 1340,  or  10  per  cent  of  the 
prison  population.  The  aver- 
age sentence,  excluding  those 
on  death  row,  Is  nine  years. 

The  report  reflects  many  of 
the  findings  of  Sir  David 
Ramsbottom,  chief  inspector 
of  prisons  in  Britain,  who  last 
week  urged  the  Government 
to  introduce  a separate  direc- 
tor for  women's  prisons.  He 
stressed  that  the  needs  of  fe- 
male prisoners  were  different 
to  those  of  men.  Acknowledg- 
ing that  few  women  pose  a 
security  threat,  he  argued  for 
more  low-security  tower-block 
jails  for  women  in  towns. 

Although  women  make  up 
only  &3per  cent  of  the  US 
prison  population,  the  rapid 


increase  has  stretched 
resources  and  filled  jails  to 
breaking  point.  Yesterday 
Brenda  Smith,  director  of  the 
National  Women's  Law  Cen- 
tre in  Washington,  said: 
“What  you’re  seeing  is  the 
impact  of  sentencing  laws. 
You  don’t  have  any  option  if 
convicted  of  a drug  offence. 
You’re  going  to  prison.’’ 

Charles  Thomas,  a crimi- 
nologist at  Florida  Universi- 
ty, said  women's  needs  were 
largely  ignored.  Men’s  pris- 
ons absorbed  most  attention 
and  money.  The  tough  new 
sentencing  puts  the  correc- 
tional system  "in  a major 
bind”,  he  said. 

“It  lacks  the  sufficient 
sophisticated  appreciation  for 
programming  needs  of  women. 
The  medical  needs  are  differ- 
ent the  educational  needs  are 
different  and  the  vocational 
needs,  although  those  are 
coming  together,  may  be 
different” 


Whitewater  figure  held 
in  ‘barbaric’  conditions 


Christopher  Reed 
in  Los  Angeles 


THE  American  Civil  Lib- 
erties Union  is  seeking 

the  release  of  Susan 
McDougat  aged  42,  who 
has  been  held  in  a Califor- 
nian Jail  for  10  months  on  a 
civil  contempt  of  court 
order  for  refusing  to  give 
evidence  about  President 
BUI  Clinton  to  Whitewater 
special  prosecutor  Kenneth 
Starr. 

It  says  she  is  being  held 
in  “barbaric  conditions”. 

Mr  Starr  is  examining  the 
Whitewater  property  and 
banking  scandal  that  took 
place  in  Arkansas  in  the 
1980s  when  Mr  Clinton  was 
governor. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Clinton  were  ! 
b asm  ess  partners  with  Ms 
McDoogal  and  her  ex-hus- 
band James  McDongal, 
who  is  now  in  prison  for 

fraud. 

The  ACLTTs  southern  Cal- 
ifornia branch  has  filed  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in 
Los  Angeles  on  the  grounds 
that  Ms  McDoogal  has  been 
denied  her  constitutional 
right  to  legal  process. 

She  is  also  awaiting  trial 
on  charges  of  embezzling 
$150,000  from  the  conduc- 
tor Zubin  Mehta  and  his 
wife  while  working  for 
them  as  a bookkeeper. 

“What  is  going  on  here  is 
an  attempt  to  break  her 
spirit  in  hopes  of  resusci- 
tating a desperate  and  flail- 
ing Whitewater  lnvestiga- 


Susan  McDougars 
lawyer  claims  she 
has  been  treated 
unusually  harshly 
at  a California 
women’s  prison 


tlon,”  the  ACLlTs  legal  di- 
rector in  southern  Califor- 
nia, Mark  Rosenbaum, 

said. 

Ms  McDoogal ’s  lawyer. 
Michael  Kennedy,  has  un- 
successfully filed  legal 
petitions  seeking  her 


release.  He  has  submitted  a 
memorandum  with  details 
of  conditions  that 
amounted  to  “torture”. 
They  included  strip 
searches  and  long  periods 
of  solitary  confinement  at 
the  Sybil  Brand  women's 
prison  in  Los  Angeles. 

Mr  Kennedy  described 
how  Ms  McDougal  was 
transported  in  a locked 
cage  inside  a bus  contain- 
ing male  prisoners,  who  ex- 
posed their  genitals  and 
masturbated  in  front  of  her 
while  shouting  obscenities. 

Mr  Kennedy  described 
her  conditions  as  “agonis- 
ingly and  unnecessarily  pu- 
nitive” and  said  that  they 
amounted  to  worse  treat- 
ment than  a murderer 
would  receive. 

Although  Ms  McDougal 
was  sentenced  to  24  months 
last  year  for  fraud  in  the 
Whitewater  case,  her  con- 
finement in  Los  Angeles 
stems  from  a civil  matter. 

Mr  Kennedy  says  she  will 
never  agree  to  testify. 

He  says  she  has  already 
served  longer  than  most 
contempt  offenders  and 
should  be  released. 

But  Judge  Susan  Webber 
Wright  in  Arkansas  H««t 
refused  his  request 

Mr  Starr  has  denied  that 
Ms  McDongal  is  receiving 
exceptionally  brutal 
treatment 

Amnesty  International  in 
London  may  also  review 
the  McDougal  case,  but  has 
yet  to  receive  the  legal  de- 
tails. an  official  said. 


Britain’s  Jamiroquai  is  MTVs  most  wanted 


BBanWuHhorat 

In  New  York 

THE  British  arid-jazz  group 
jamiroquai  topped  the 
honours  list  for  the  annual 
MTV  Video  Music  Awards 
.yesterday,  winning  10  nomi- 
nations for  tbelr  Virtual  In- 
sanity video. 

A trio  of  US  acts.  Beck, 
Nine  Inch  Nails  and  Smash- 
ing Pumpkins,  also  collected 
multiple  nominations  when 
the  contenders  for  the 


September  4 awards  show 
were  announced  at  MTV  in 
New  York. 

Virtual  Insanity  Is  up  for 
overall  best  video,  along  with 
Beck's  The  New  Pollution, 
Alaskan  singer  Jewel's  You 
Were  Meant  For  Me,  Nine 
Inch  Nails’s  The  Perfect  Drug 
and  No  Doubt’s  Don’t  Speak 

Nominated  for  best  new  art- 
ist are  Jamiroquai,  New 
Yorker  Fiona  Apple,  pop- 
rocker  Meredith  Brooks,  The 
Wallflowers  — led  by  Bob  Dy- 
lan’s son  Jakob  — and  Han- 


son, the  Oklahoma  trio  of 
young  brothers  whose  drum- 
mer is  only  11. 

British  music  scores  three 
hits  in  the  dance  music  sec- 
dim  with  nominations  for 
The  Chemical  Brothers,  The 
Prodigy  and  The  Spice  Girls. 

Britain’s  final  contender  in 
the  14th  MTV  Awards  is  Blur, 
i whose  Song  2 is  up  against 
Counting  Crows,  the  Dave 
Matthews  Band,  No  Doubt 
and  The  Wallflowers  in  the 
category  for  best  group  video. 
— Reuter. 
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Steps  to  a modern  state 

But  will  Wales  want  the  powers  Scotland  has? 


YESTERDAY’S  white  paper  on  Welsh 
devolution  has  important  lessons  for 
governance  in  every  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  While  nation  states  are  form- 
ing bigger  groupings  — from  the  ex- 
panding European  Union  to  interna- 
tional bodies  like  the  World  Trade 
Organisation  — they  are  also  fragment- 
ing into  smaller  units  (as  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union)  or  pushing  power  down- 
wards. Globalisation  is  generating  cen- 
trifugal as  well  as  centrepetal  forces  all 
over  the  world  and  yesterday’s  white 
paper  is  a part  of  this  process. 

The  Conservatives  dismissed  plans 
for  a Welsh  Assembly  as  “a  constitu- 
tional mess”  and  “a  bureaucratic  talk- 
ing-shop”. This  was  not  just  the  usual 
taock-about  rhetoric.  There  are  many 
flaws  in  Labour’s  plan,  and  the  accusa- 
tion that  it  is  little  more  than  a talking 


shop  is  one  that  will  be  put  to  Labour 
over  and  over  again.  When  the  Scottish 
white  paper  is  published  tomorrow,  it 
will  become  even  clearer  just  how  timid 
are  Labour’s  plans  for  a Welsh  Asssem- 
bly.  While  Scotland  will  have  both  tax- 
raising and  legislative  powers,  the 
Welsh  will  have  neither.  The  Welsh 
Secretary,  Ron  Davies,  tried  to  get 
round  this  by  printing  at  the  foot  of 
each  page  in  green  ink  the  powers  that 
a Welsh  Assembly  will  take  responsi- 
bility for.  He  added  that  many  detested 
Tory-led  quangos  will  be  scrapped.  But 
it  remains  unconvincing. 

Sovereignty  will  remain  at  Westmin- 
ster as  will  primary  legislation.  The 
Assembly  will  be  responsible  only  for 
secondary  legislation  and  the  relatively 
minor  role  of  fleshing  out  bills  already 
passed  at  Westminster.  With  Labour  in 
charge  at  Westminster  and  in  Cardiff, 
there  need  be  no  more  than  minor 
friction  between  the  two.  The  danger 
comes  if  there  is  a Conservative  govern- 
ment at  Westminster  and  a Labour-run 
Welsh  Assembly.  The  Conservatives 
could  run  Wales  by  passing  hQls  at 


Westminster  and  the  Assembly  would 
be  powerless:  not  the  new  Voice  for 
Wales  promised  In  the  white  paper  but 
a Welsh  squeak. 

To  overcome  this  Labour  would  have 
to  give  the  Welsh  the  same  powers  as 
Scotland.  Labour  insists  there  is  no 
such  demand  in  Wales  and  maybe  even 
the  limited  powers  being  proposed  will 
be  regarded  as  too  much  when  the 
Welsh  vote  on  September  18.  But  with- 
out proper  legislative  powers  the  As- 
sembly will  be  little  more  than  a talking 
shop. 

There  are  other  flaws.  The  Welsh 
Secretary  is  to  be  retained.  But  with 
almost  all  his  powers  transferred  to  the 
Welsh  Assembly,  what  is  the  point  of 
keeping  the  post?  And  what  of  the 
junior  Welsh  Office  ministers?  It  may 
be  that  Labour’s  eventual  game  plan  is 
to  abolish  the  role  of  the  Welsh  Secre- 
tary and  his  team  but  is  not  yet  ready  to 
admit  this.  The  white  paper  has  also 
copped  out  of  saying  how  much  mem- 
bers of  the  Welsh  Assembly  should  be 
paid.  It  is  a minor  point  in  the  context 
of  constitutional  change  but  it  is  one 
that  will  exercise  the  Welsh  electorate, 
concerned  that  a Welsh  Assembly  may 
turn  out  to  be  a soft  option  for  elderly 
Labour  councillors  on  inflated  salaries. 

But  even  with  these  defects,  the  white 
paper  is  to  be  welcomed  as  the  first  step 
towards  the  modernisation  of  the  Brit- 
ish state.  Tony  Blair,  as  part  of  the 
foreword  to  the  white  paper,  sees  it  in 
the  context  of  his  overall  plan  for  con- 
stitutional change.  It  will  increase  de- 
mocracy, even  if  only  to  a limited 
extent  It  is  important  that  the  people  of 
Wales  debate  it  up  and  down  the  land 
before  voting  on  September  IS.  It  Is 
their  decision.  It  when  it  is  up  and 
running,  both  its  members  and  the 
population  want  to  seek  the  same  pow- 
ers as  those  on  offer  to  Scotland  tomor- 
row then  no  one  will  be  stopping  them 
from  doing  so. 


Opening  the  secret  Swiss  vaults 

Better  now  than  never,  though  still  50  years  too  late. 


THE  SWISS  Bankers’  Association  is 
billing  its  new  drive  to  locate  Holocaust 
survivors  or  their  heirs  as  the  final 
chapter  which  will  settle  accounts 
“with  dignity  and  honour”.  It  is  rather 
late  for  either.  For  decades  their  system 
relied  on  a code  of  secrecy  to  avoid 
opening  the  books.  Today,  spurred  by  a 
mixture  of  international  pressure  and 
domestic  unease,  the  Association  will 
place  advertisements  in  newspapers 
throughout  the  world  listing  the  names 
of  all  dormant  accounts  dating  back  to 
World  War  EL  Even  so,  this  measure 
will  only  be  effective  if  the  fullest  de- 
tails are  provided  to  assist  identifica- 
tion. In  the  past  the  Swiss  have  refused 
to  divulge  any  significant  information, 
only  admitting  that  they  held  a few 
million  pounds  in  Jewish  assets.  Some 
accounts  were  closed  without  the 
knowledge  of  potential  account  holders 
and  advertised  locally  before  the  money 
was  pocketed  by  the  banks  or  handed 
on  to  Swiss  charities.  A 1960s.  law  on 
disclosure  expired  in  1974  and  only  one 
in  seven  of  all  claimants  was  successful. 
The  very  existence  of  today’s  list  shows 
how  far  the  banks  dodged  the  disclo- 
sure of  dormant  assets  then. 

Yet  it  would  be  a mistake  to  regard 
this  (and  perhaps  gain  satisfaction  from 
it)  as  a tale  of  peculiarly  Swiss  hypocri- 
sy. Consciences  have  been  stirred  in 
Switzerland  as  well  as  a sense  of  com- 
mercial prudence.  It  should  also  be 
acknowledged  that  banking  and 
bureaucracy  are  much  the  same  every- 
where. Monday's  special  session  in  the 


Israeli  Knesset  was  a reminder  that 
Britain,  an  a smaller  but  still  signifi- 
cant scale,  has  a similar  problem.  Mil- 
lions of  pounds  in  British  bank  ac- 
counts — many  of  which  belonged  to 
Jews  — were  confiscated  by  the  Custo- 
dian of  Enemy  Property  because  they 
were  owned  by  “enemy  nationals”  in 
Romania,  Bulgaria  and  Hungary.  As  in 
Switzerland,  efforts  by  survivors  or 
their  heirs  to  get  back  their  assets  have 
often  been  frustrated.  Research  is  now 
under  way  to  establish  the  status  of 
these  funds:  some  may  have  been 
handed  over  in  post-war  deals  with 
other  countries,  and  ex  gratia  payments 
to  individuals  may  need  to  he  made. 

Looming  over  these  developments  is 
the  even  larger  issue  — only  fully 
exposed  a year  ago  — of  the  Nazi  gold 
left  in  Swiss  bank  vaults  after  the  war. 
The  allies  took  half  the  amount  and 
disposed  of  most  of  it  in  bilateral  deals: 
a final  tranche  of  about  £60  million 
remains  in  the  Bank  of  England  and  the 
Federal  Reserve.  The  other  half  (about 
one  billion  dollars  at  today’s  prices) 
presumably  still  sits  in  the  Swiss 
vaults.  The  Bergier  Commission  is  ex- 
pected to  report  on  its  history  and 
whereabouts  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
Then  Switzerland  is  likely  to  face  a set 
of  new  claims  — both  from  govern- 
ments and  from  survivors  since  a por- 
tion of  the  gold  was  “non-monetary”  or 
melted  down  loot  Overdue  is  hardly  the 
word  for  an  exercise  which  is  fifty 
years  too  late.  But  it  needs  to  be  done, 
with  energy,  for  those  who  stiff  survive. 


An  everyday  tale  of  viewers 

But  the  BBC  should  be  careful  not  to  patronise  its  public 


IT  IS  NOT  often  that  a media  organisa- 
tion manages  to  libel  its  entire  audience 
all  at  the  same  time.  But  the  BBC’s 
secret  report  on  Reflecting  the  World, 
which  concludes  that  foreign  news 
should  ideally  be  presented  by  Ulrika 
Jonsson,  manages  to  do  just  that  The 
report  portrays  the  majority  of  the 
BBC's  viewing  clientele  as  prejudiced 
and  uninterested  in  the  outside  world. 
Yet  it  seems  to  reflect  much,  more  of  the 
BBC’s  own  prejudices  about  its  viewing 
public,  and  is  written  in  the  putting- 
down  tone  of  a broadcaster  who  has 
become  contemptuous  of  the  audience. 

The  main  thrust  is  that  the  BBC 
should  use  “star  presenters”  to  get 
across  to  “the  groups  at  the  bottom”  of 
its  audience.  Comprising  38  per  cent  of 
the  population,  these  are  labelled  dis- 
paragingly as  “Club  18-35er$’\  “Saga 
Travellers"  and  “Stay  at  Homes.”  The 
BBC  may  say  that  these  conclusions  are 
justified  by  the  research  — but  such  a 


loaded  presentation  can  only  discredit 
their  validity.  The  report  was 
apparently  commissioned  because  of 
concern  that  there  has  been  a 50  per 
cent  fell  off  over  the  last  decade  in  the 
number  of  current  affairs  programmes 
about  the  rest  of  the  world.  So  was  it  the 
viewers  who  took  the  programmes  off 
the  air —or  timid  broadcasters  compet- 
ing with  satellite  to  find  the  lowest 
common  denominator?. 

It  is  certainly  worthwhile  seeking  to 
make  programmes  on  foreign  affairs 
more  accessible,  and  popular  present- 
ers may  help  to  raise  the  viewing  fig- 
ures. But  by  the  BBC’s  own  statistics  a 
substantial  number  of- viewers  — - who 
include  “discerning  and ■ serious” 
Guardian  readers  — are  still  interested 
in  the  outside  world:  it  only  risks  alien- 
ating them  by  a Hello!  type  of  approach. 
And  even  for  stay-at-homes,  presenta- 
tion is  not  everything:  frenetic  shouting 
will  not  make  up  for  shoddy  content 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Designs  on  Blairs  Britain 


I AM  delighted  that  the  sew 
Government  has  so  em- 
phatically recognised  the 
importance  of  fostering  this 
nation’s  innate  creativity  — 
not  least  because  it’s  good  for 
business  (Britain  nm  remake 
it  July  22).  The  USA  (Royal 
Society  for  foe  encourage- 
ment of  Arts,  Manufactures 
and  Commerce)  has  been 
championing  the  “best  of 
British”  for  nearly  250  years 
— but  rm  not  sure  that  those 
who  ran  business  in  the  UK 
have  really  ranghr  an  to  foe 
importance  of  good  design  as 
a key  to  competitiveness. 

With  our  partners,  includ- 
ing the  Design  Council,  the 
RSA  has  been  working  hard 
to  ensure  that  businesses 
Twain*  design  an  integral  part 
of  their  strategic  thinking. 
We  also  want  to  see  the  tal- 
ents of  this  country’s  young 
designers  going  to  good  use. 
But  still  we  find  that  the 
majority  of  our  mosMalented 
young  designers  have  to  move 
abroad  in  order  to  gain  work. 
I hope  that  the  Government’s 
commitment  to  design  will 
mean  that  more  of  our  best 
and  brightest  young  design- 
ers will  find  work  in  this 
country  and  contribute  to  the 
Prime  Minister's  vision  of  a 
creative,  innovative  and  for- 
ward-looking Britain. 

Penny  Egan. 

Director  Designate,  RSA. 

8 John  Adam  Street 
London  WC2N6EZ. 


TONY  Blair’s  enthusiasm 
for  Britain's  undeniable 

talent  in  the  creative  indus- 
tries is  understandable. 
There  is  a hidden  subtext, 
however,  and  that  Is  his  sup- 
port for  Britain  to  participate 
folly  in  the  increasingly  com- 
petitive global  marketplace. 

Increasing  globalisation 
and  advances  in  technology 
have  gone  hand  in  hand  to 
displace  millions  of  workers 
in  the  developed  world,  while 
continuing  to  suppress  the  as- 
pirations and  self-sufficiency 
of  people  in  developing 
countries. 

Before  new  Labourites 
squeal  about  “upskilliug  foe 
workforce’’,  this  is  not  a new 
proposal  and  has  patently 
never  been  the  solution  to 
structural  unemployment  in 
the  capitalist  consumer  econ- 
omy. 

Governments  should  now 
look  beyond  foe  state  and  the 
market  and  seize  the  opport- 
unity to  'promote  the  ' third 
sector  — civil  society.  In  this 
expanding  sector  of  the  econo- 
my, people  raise  children, 
look  after  the  elderly  and  the 
infirm,  protect  the  environ- 
ment, and  exchange  goods 
and  services  with  each  other 
in  a way  which  binds  and 
strengthens  local 

communities. 

(Dr)  David  CromwelL 
Southampton  Green  Party. 

32  Avenue  Road. 

Southampton  SQ14  BIT. 


1AM  sore  that  Tony  Blair 
will  have  enjoyed  Ms  recep- 
tion for  foe  country’s  rede- 
signers. the  couturiers,  foe 
restaurateurs,  film-makers 
and  record  producers. 

How  sparkling  and  wttty  he 
will  have  found  their  com- 
pany and  how  sad,  he  must 
reflect,  that  so  many  of  foe 
people  of  this  country,  accord- 
ing to  The  Breadline  Britain 
Report,  published  this  week, 
laA  this  gadfly  quality  and 
can  only  desperately  aspire  to 
mundane  things  like  regular, 
if  uninspiring  work,  decent 
education  for  their  children 
and  warm  and  safe  homes. 
Brian  BethelL 
3 Cherry  Drive, 

Canterbury, 

Kent  CT28HF. 

1BEHAT  a strange  oversight 
Why  Tony  Blair's  ghost 
writer,  who  seems  to  think 
that  Britpop,  “daymation" 
and  fancy  frocks  are  the  tally 
notable  things  we  make  any- 
more In  this  country.  What 
about  all  foe  lovely  aircraft 
supplied  to  such  forward- 
looking  nations  as  Saudi  Ara- 
bia and  Indonesia? 

I do  hope  Peter  Mandelson 
will  remember  to  park  a cou- 
ple of  Hawks  under  his  PVC 
dome  to  show  "the  eyes  of  the 
world"  what  we're  really 
capable  of. 

Tony  Walton. 

11  Salisbury  Road. 
HoveBN33AD. 


In  brief... 


IT  IS  good  news  that  the  Mor- 
Vanunu  film,  i Am 
Your  Spy,  has  been  shown  in 
Israel.  But  Vanunu  needs 
more  positive  help  than  thi« 
He  has  spent  over  10  years  in 
prison  in  solitary  confine- 
ment and  there  is  dear  evi- 
dence from  his  letters  that  bis 
mental  condition  is 
deteriorating. 

Bruce  Kent. 

11  Venetia  Road, 

London  N41EJ. 

\ A/E  WERE  surprised  to  see 
VVa  letter  from  Rev  Philip 
Crowe  (July  22)  perpetrating 
the  myth  of  a payment  of 
"over  £200,000  to  the  outgoing 
Dean  of  Lincoln.  Philip  Crowe 
was  tdd  before  lunchtime  on 
foe  day  he  sent  his  letter  to 
you;  "of  course  it  is  not  true 
that  the  Church  Is  proposing 
to  pay  over  £200,000  to  get  rid 
of  Brandon  Jackson’.” 

Lesley  Perry. 

Press  Secretary, 

Lambeth  Palace, 

London  SEl  7JU.  . 


BY  choosing  to  Implement 
foe  Tory  abolition  of  child 
benefit  supplement  for  lone 
parents,  this  Government  is 
making  it  harder,  not  easier, 
for  working  Iona  parents  to 
pay  for  Childcare.  If  Harriet 
Harman's  Initiative  was 
really  meant  to  provide  “jobs 
for  the  girls”  (Yvonne  Roberts 
July  21)  why  has  she  allowed 
the  me  existing  support  for 
working  lone  mothers  to  be 
dismantled? 

Irene  BruegeL 
South  Bank  University. 
Wandsworth  Road, 

London  SW8. 

I SEE  that  the  Thatcher  Foun- 
Idation  is  to  endow  a chair  of 
"Free  Enterprise”  at  Cam- 
bridge University.  This  obvi- 
ously calls  for  suitable  her- 
aldry. Something  nautical 
suggests  itself 
JR  Batts. 

51  Horton  View, 

Banbury,  . 

OxonOXftSHW. 

ST  AUGUSTINE  celibate? 

(Letters,  July  22).  Would 
this  be  the  same  Augustine 
who  prayed  “Give  me  chas- 
. txty  and  continence,  but  not 

IVer? 

Richard  RMiiTifr 

Little  Bystock, 

Bystock  Close, 

Exeter, . 

Devon  EX44JJ. 
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Howto  sustain  private  finance 


lOS  Coward  exposes  foe 
^compatibility  between 
Labour’s  support  far  foe  Pri- 
vate Finance  Initiative  as  cur- 
rently conceived  and  its  rhet- 
oric on  sustainability  (Road 
to  hell  route  through  green 
sites,  July  Zl).  In  Norwich, 
Health  Minister  Alan  MS- 
bum  MP  is  determined  to 
build  a new  FFT  NHS  hospital 
on  an  inaccessible  fringe  site. 
He  has  rejected  campaigners’ 
plans  prepared  by  an  archi- 
tect of  national  standing  for 
redevelopment  of  the  existing 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospi- 


tal in  foe  city  centre.  The  wor- 
rying implications  of  this  are: 
firstly,  private  finance  prefers 
a cheap,  quick  and  easy  build 
on  a green  field  site. 
Secondly,  Labour  is  deter- 
mined to  demonstrate  its 
early  success  an  PFL 
Labour  must  radically 
reform  PFI  to  reflect  wider 
environmental,  social  and 
economic  costs. 

Denise  Carlo. 

Secretary,  Keep  our  Hospital 
in  Norwich  campaign 
213  College  Road 
Norwich  NR2  3JD. 


Doom  for  the  Millennium  Dome 


YOU  report  a number  of  un- 
characteristically anony- 
mous ministers  as  saying  that 
Greenpeace  has  "lost  the  sci- 
entific argument”  against 
PVC  ('Poisonous’  dome  clahn 
rejected,  July  21).  Maybe  these 
faceless  supporters  of  the  PVC 
dome  would  like  to  explain 
why  the  Danish  Environment 
Minister  has  called  for  a boy- 
cott of  PVC  products  and  the 
Swedish  Government's  Advi- 
sory Committee  on  Chemicals 
Policy  has  just  proposed  that 
the  use  cf  persistent  and  bio- 
accumulathre  substances,  in- 
ducting PVC,  mercury,  cad- 
mium and  lead,  gbonlH  be 
Phased  out  of  products  by 
2007?  One  of  foe  Swedish  com- 
mittee’s main  objections  to 
PVC  is  that  it  is  unsuitable  for 
incineration.  Peter  Mandelson 
confirmed  to  me  in  a letter 
tills  week  that  the  PVC  cover- 
ing the  Greenwich  dame  win 
be  Incinerated. 

Peter  Melchett 
Executive  Director, 
Greenpeace  UK. 

Canonbury  Villas, 

London  Nl  2PN. 

GEZ  Sager,  a spokesman 
for  the  project’s  hnimng 
company,  foe  New  Millen- 


nium Experience,  claimed 
that  PVC  poses  absolutely  no 
risk  to  health,  and  cited  foe 
use  of  PVC  in  window  frames, 
as  if  it  wore  some  sort  of 
proof  Whatever  environmen- 
tal objections  there  may  be  to 
unplasticised  PVC  window 
frames,  the  dome  material 
win  be  plasticised  PVC  which 
contains  plasticisers  used  at 
high  concentrations.  Sager 
must  sorely  know  that  there 
is  evidence  in  the  scientific 
literature  that  many  plasticis- 
ers act  as  xenoestrogens,  car- 
rying tiie  suggestion  that  they 
may  pose  a threat  to  malt. 
reproductive  capacity. 

David  Pacfcham. 

School  of  Materials  Science, 
University  of  Bath. 
BathBA27AY. 

QO  tiie  Millennium  dome’s 
Oroof  will  give  off  highly 
toxic  dioxins  for  the  next 
thousand  years.  This  is  apt:  a 
constant  reminder  of  an  in- 
creasingly polluted  world. 
Though  I don’t  suppose  future 
generations  — those  Blair 
constantly  harks  on  about 
protecting— will  thank  us. 
Marie  Walker. 

36  Park  Hurst  Road, 

London  N70SF. 


Some  thoughts  on  howto  mix 
colour  into  the  white  ceiling 


^UR  leader  on  the  need  to 
tackle  the  lack  of  blade 
and  Aslan  representation  in 
government  was  very  inter- 
esting (Tackling  foe  white 
flrfifag,  July  22).  1 believe  you 
could  take  the  same  argu- 
ments a step  further. 

Where  are  the  representa- 
tives of  ordinary  people, 
black,  Asian,  but  also  white, 
in  government?  Vary  few  at 
us  are  millionaires.  Most  of 
us  did  not  go  to  public  schooL 
How  can  an  elite  on  parlia- 
mentary salaries  (plus  other 
perks)  possibly  hope  to  under- 
stand the  living  conditions  of 
the  average  person? 

Until  we  have'  politicians 
who  are  prepared  to  live  on 

foe  ««m«>  warnings  as  those 
they  represent,  this  situation 
win.  not  improve. 

Michael  O’ConneJL 
14  Frodsham  Street, 
Manchester  M14  4AU. 

“I  HE  Government's  rhetoric 
I about  representative  de- 
mocracy will  remain  rhetoric 
imtfl  foe  black  community 
has  a strong  voice  within  ail 
aspects  of  government 

Operation  Black  Vote  be- 
lieves the  challenge  is  two 
fold.  The  Government  and 
other  major  political  parties 
must  attract  more  Africans, 
Asians  and  Caribbean  to 
their  parties  and  make  them 
feel  welcome  once  they  join; 
African,  Asian  and  Caribbean 
people  must  take  responsi- 
bility for  solving  our  commu- 
nities'problems. 

Since  the  election,  OBV  has 
nndortakpn  y campaign  to  en- 
courage  foe  black  community 
to  put  themselves  forward  as 
local  councillors,  magistrates, 
school  governors  and  trust- 
ees, or  on  one  of  the  thou- 
sands of  other  bodies  that 
make  key  decisions  around 
health,  education,  housing. 
Greater  black  political  repre- 
sentation and  participation 
will  not  only  enhance  democ- 
racy, but  also  help  to  build  a 
society  that  offers  equality  of 


opportunity  regardless  of 
race  and  colour. 

Lee  Jasper. 

Simon  Woolley. 
Coordinators, 

Operation  Black  Vote. 

Ml  Pine  Street, 

London  ECXROJH. 

1 HAVE  no  doubt  of  the  poUU- 
Ical  will  of  the  Government 
to  bring  about  a level  playing 
Add  for  Britain's  visible  mi- 
norities. What  ministers  are 
ftrwd  with  is  the  practice  of 
1ac*curtain  racism”  by  foe 
decision-makers  In  all  walks 
of  British  life,  which  is  much 
harder  to  eradicate. 
TKMukhetfee. 
Confederation  of  Indian 
Organisations  (UKX 

6 Westminster  Bridge  Road, 
London  SEl  7XW. 

IT  WILL  be  more  than  inter- 
esting to  see  how  Mr  Blair 
confronts  racism,  maximizes 
his  black  MPs  (especially  the 
extraordinarily  talented  Mr 
Grant)  and  revamps  the  Civil 
Service. 

On  the  evidence  thus  far,  it 
appears  that  Mr  Major, 
strapped  by  the  bigotry 
within  the  Tory  party,  was 
qualitatively  more  sensitive 
on  issues  of  race  than  his  suc- 
cessor and  it  might  be  worth- 
while for  Sir  Herman  Ouseley 
to  consider  foe  maxim:  “New 
Labour,  Old  Racism”. 

Victor  Christian. 

Director.  Liverpool  Black 
Music  Association. 

Unit  204. 

Liverpool  Palace, 

6-10  Slater  Street, 

Liverpool  Ll  4BT. 

ONE  of  foe  sharpest  speak- 
ers to  our  Islington 
Fabian  Society  anas  Paul  Boa- 
teng,  now  a government  min- 
ister. He  appears  to  be  invisi- 
ble to  Sir  Herman  Ouseley. 
He  was  not  mentioned  in  your 
leader  either. 

Avis  Saltsman. 

17  Gerrard  Road, 

London  Nl  SAY. 


We  can  all  be  Lottery  winners 


I UKE  Fitzherbert,  author  of 
I— the  independent  National 
Lottery  Yearbook,  is  wrong  to 
daim  that  foe  existing  good 
causes  face  a cut  of  30  per  cent 
in  foelr  fumting  (Five  good 
causes  ‘face  sopc  cut*.  July  22) 
as  the  result  of  our  delivery  of 
our  commitment  to  set  up  a 
new  good  cause  to  support 
health  and  education  init- 
iatives and  a National  Endow- 
ment for  Science,  Technology 
and  the  Arts  (Nesta). 

On  the  contrary,  the  success 
ctf  the  Lottery,  including  the 
midweek  draw,  has  increased 


A Country  Diary 


the  prudent  forecast  for  foe 
total  return  to  good  causes 
over  the  current  Lottery 
licence  period  from  ESbilfion 
to  CLObHliaa.  This  means  we 

nan  itialnfaln  funding  tor  the 

existing  good  causes  at  the 


£9MBon  oh  which  the  award 
of  the  current  licence  was 
based  and  use  the  extra 
£1  billion  to  deliver  our  new 
commitments. 

Chris  Smith. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Cotton, 
Media  and  Sport 
24  Cockspur  Street 
London  SW1Y  SDH. 


THE  WREKIN:  It’s  a warm 
bright  start  to  the  day  in  foe 
urban  wilderness.  To  the 
people  going  to  work  In  cars 
and  trains,  this  looks  like  a 
scruffy  green  bounded  by 
road  and  railway,  which, 
more  by  luck  than  judgment, 
avoided  being  built  on.  But  to 
the  early-morning  wanderer, 
soaked  with  dew.  this  Is  a 
place  of  wonders.  These  aban- 
doned fields  — liberated  by 
neglect  and  freed  from  the 
oppressive  heritage  of  agri- 
culture — are  now  a flower- 
ing waste,  brilliant  with  foe 
vivid  carmines  of  flreweed, 
gold  of  ragwort  and  purple  of 
thistles.  A gnirtfinrh  sings 

from  overhead  powerlinn. 
throwing  his  song  across  foe 
Sowers  for  the  promised  feast 
of  seeds  that  wifi,  feed  his 
tribe  later  in  the  year.  Hog* 
weeds  got  going  hoe  in  time 
to  catch  that  mint-monsoon 
season  of  recent  months  aid 
they've  pumped  themselves 
high,  some  over  two  metres 
tall,  with  great  cumulus  um- 
bels of  pink  and  white.  Each 
flowering  cloud  provides  an 
erotic  stage  for  mating  cou- 


ples cf  soldier  beetles.  It's  a 
bit  early  and  damp  for  insects 
to  be  active.  The  burnet  and 
cinnabar  moths  are  waiting 


on  grass  stalks  for  the  sun  to  . 
climb  higher.  But  this  is  real 
wilderness,  and  It’s  not  all 
sweetness  and  light  On  a nar- 
row pathway  lies  an  awesome 
creature.  Its  powerful  legs  are 
douched  and,  lying  on  its 
back,  it  looks  dead  — a crea- 
ture of  the  night,  struck  down 
by  daylight?  It  remains  still 
but  for  a slight  twitching  of 
antennae -like  appendages 
either  side  of  Its  jaws.  Then 
the  jaws  themselves,  like 
black  scimitar  blades,  begin 
to  open  and  snap.  The  violet 
ground  beetle,  only  Stonm 
long;  has  a wonderful  mid- 
night colour  with  a parse 
iridescent  sheen  and  a kSSer 
instinct  which  makes  more 
femfilar  predators  seem  wfite 
pish.  The  sun  Inches  hi#** 
and  the  daytime  life  cf  fo* 
rough  flowering  pww 
gins  to  bustle.  The  $ crapyagd 
across  the  tracks  clangs  ifift- 

life,  a scrap-iron  cockcrow 

from  another  world.  • 
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Diary 


Matthew  Norman 


AMOST  bizarre  event. 
Someone  has  sent  a 
book,  unsolicited, 
that  a normal  person  would 
wish  to  read.  It  is  Virgin 
Islands,  a collection  of 
recent  essays  by  that  queen 

bitch  and  king  among  men 

Gore  Vidal,  Viewing  British 
elections  as  “parish  poli- 
tics’*, Gore  confines  Mmnpif 
to  four  pages  at  the  end 
about  events  here  in  May. 
Not  that  Gore  Vidal  needs 
acres  to  Inflict  damage. . . 
and  I am  gravely  distressed 
to  note  that  his  target  is 
Mandy  MandelsonlL  He 
first  mentions  Mandy  at 
New  Labour’s  campaign 
launch,  giving  “solenm.au- 
dience  to  the  journalists  of 
the  lobby . . .words  mur- 
mured to  one,  hands  held 
over  his  month . . . the  inso- 
lent manner  of  one  bom  to 
die  top  rung  but  three”.  Ow. 
Gore  concludes  this  chap- 
terette  by  relating  a!  chat 
with  Michael  Foot,  an  old 
Mend.  “That  Peter  Man  del- 
son  is  such  an  unpleasant 
piece  of  work.”  “He’s  Her- 
bert Morrison’s  grandson,” 
said  Foot,  “didn't  you ' 
know?”  “Are  yon  trying  to 
reassure  me,”  said  Gore, 
“that  there  have  been  shits 
in  labour  before?”  Ouch. 


mmm 


Making  it  easier  to 
catch  naughty  MPs 


Commentary 


Anthony 


THE  High  Court  of  Aus- 
tralia 'haw  -maHt.  a 
key  ruling  on  libel  law 
in  a case  against  the 
Australian  Broadcasting  Cor- 
poration. Why  should  thtc  in- 
terest British  readers?  Be- 
cause this  landmark  judgment 
may  help  persuade  our  own 
courts  to  give  greater  protec- 
tion to  freedom  of  speech,  and 
of  the  press.  If  that  happens,  it 
will  become  easier  for  British 
newspapers  to  inform  their 
readers  about  political  mis- 
deeds and  to  criticise  official 
misconduct 

David  Lange,  a former 
prime  minister  of  New  Zea- 
land, had  brought  a libel 
action  because  of  a TV  pro- 
gramme about  his  activities  as 
an  MP.  The  Australian  Broad- 
casting Corporation  claimed 
that  mb  broadcast  was  pro- 


rm 

****** 

tected  by  the  defence  of  com- 
mon law  qualified  privilege. 
Lange  could  win  only  if  he 
could  prove  that  ABC  bad 
acted  in  had  faith,  or  reck- 
lessly, in  iwaiciTig  anri  broad- 
casting the  programme.  ABC  i 
successfully  argued  that  it 
mhW  use  this  defence  because  1 
the  matters  were  subjects  of  i 
public  and  political  interest 
and  it  had  a duly  to  communi- 
cate the  material  to  viewers, 
who  bad  a legitimate 
in  receiving  it 

The  Guardian  unsuccess- 
fully used  a similar  argument 
when  flgh%g  thft  Gbd  rlnlmq 
by  Neil  Hamilton  and  Jona- 
than Aitken.  High  Court 
judges  disallowed  it  because 
the  English  defamation  law 
provides  no  defence  of  quali- 
fied privilege  for  defamatory 
publication  to  a wide  audience 
relating  to  government  and 
political  matters.  The  Court  of 
Appeal  and  the  House  of  Lords 
had  no  opportunity  to  rule  on 
this  important  issue  of  legal 
principle. 

Hamilton  was  able  to  sue 
the  Guardian  because  of  cru- 
cial covert  support  from  John 
Major's  government  which 
marie  a partial  and  unfair 
amendment  to  the  Bill  of 
Bights  Of  1689  anahtinp  TTamfl- 


ton  to  revive  his  libel  claim  by 
waiving  parliamentary  privi- 
lege. I hope  this  stain  upon  the 
statute  book  win  soon  be 
removed  by  parliament, 
following  the  welcome  review 
of  parliamentary  privilege  by 
the  new  joint  select  commit- 
tee. It  is  unjustifiable  in  a 
democratic  society  that  an  in- 
dividual MP  should  be  free  to 
rintm  or  to  waive  parliamen- 
tary privilege  because  it  will 
help  him  to  bring  or  defend 
libel  proceeding  about  bis 
conduct  as  a politician. 

HamDlon  mid  Aitken  were 
also  able  to  advantage  of 
the  unfair  terms  of  engage- 
ment cfEogllah  libel  lawTarig- 
inaHy  fashioned  by  the  Court 
of  Star  Cham  her,  Imposing  a 
strict  liability  on  defendants 
to  prove  the  truth  of  their  pub- 
lished statements  and  allow- 
ing no  iWnwffp  of  public  inter- 
est The  Guardian’s  determ- 
ination. plus  skilful  and 
expensive  detective  work, 
eventually  succeeded.  But  the 
liability  rule  that  compels  the 
critic  of  official  conduct  to 
guarantee  and  prove  the  truth 

of  hlg  factual  g cap  Hiring  teaHc 

many  less  courageous  news- 
papers and  citizens  of  ordi- 
nary means  to  take  the  line  of 
least  resistance;  settling  out  of 


court  or  practising  self-censor- 
ship. A great  American  judge, 
wmigm  Brennan  Jr,  in  a Su- 
preme Court  judgment  in  the 
seminal  case  of  New  York 
Times  v Sullivan,  «»tH  that  the 
common  law  rale  has  “damp- 
ened the  vigour  and  Kmtteri 

the  variety  of  pabUc  debate**. 

The  Lange  case  was  a cliff- 
hanger.  In  1994,  a bare  major- 
ity High  Court  of  Australia 
bad  ruled  there  was  a consti- 
tutional freedom  to  publish 
material  about  elected  politi- 
cians relating  to  their  suitabil- 
ity for  office.  They  decided 
that  a falaa  and  ttefanifltiyry 
statement  was  not  actionable 
if  the  newspaper  established 
that  it  was  unaware  of  the  fal- 
sity, that  it  did  cot  use  mate- 
rial for  an  improper  purpose 
or  recklessly,  and  that  publi- 


Hamilton  and 
Aitken  were  able  to 
take  advantage  of 
the  unfair  terms  of 
engagement  of 
English  libel  law 


cation  was  reasonable  in  the 
etoCOIDftBDlCML 

Unusually,  the  High  Court 
itself  prompted,  during  the 
Lange  »»,  further  argument 
and  reconsideration  of  the 
Issues.  There  bad  been  tears 
that  a differently  constituted 
Court  might  reverse  tire  ear- 
lier decision.  But  the  Court 
Tmanfmonoly  afTirmpH  its  pre- 
vious judgments,  refining 
them  and  anchoring  them 

firmly  In  rwmmrtn  Taw. 

During  the  debates  on  the  I 
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Don’t  change  the 
law  because  of 
the  professor 


Detematka  BUI  last  year,  Z 
asked  far  support  from  Con- 
servative and  Labour  front 

benches  far  a ghnllar  reform. 
It  was  hopeless;  it  would  have 
required  extraordinary  altru- 
ism for  parliamentarians  to 
weaken  their  ability  to 

thraaten  madia  crjHcS 

The  best  hope  lies  with  the 
independent  judiciary  in 
reshaping  the  common  law  for 
modern  needs  and  values. 
English  judges  have  already 
dedded  that  it  is  undemo- 
cratic *md  an  unnecessary 
restriction  an  free  speech  to 
permit  government  depart- 
ments. local  authorities  or  a 
political  party  to  sue  to  vindi- 
cate their  governing  or  politi- 
cal reputations.  Courts  in 
South  Africa  now  require  poli- 
ticians and  public  officers  to 
prove  actual  malice  or  reck- 
less disregard  of  truth  as  a 
condition  far  bringing  libel 
lawsuits.  The  European  Court 
of  Human  Rights  hag  adopted 

a similar  npprrvgr-h 

In  the  Lange  case,  the  Aus- 
tralian High  Court  observed 
that  tbs  wpndnn  of  the  fran- 
chise, the  Increase  in  literacy, 
the  growth  of  modern  political 
structures  and  mass  commu- 
nications HOW  rtpmarvl  q iW. 
ferent  common  law  balance  to 
protect  reputation  and  free 
speech.  Almost  three  years 
ago,  I argued  that  politicians 
should  be  warned  by  their 
lawyers  that  our  courts  may 
stop  than  from  using  libel  law 
to  deter  the  press  from  inform- 
ing fiie  public  about  their  be- 
haviour. The  good  news  from 
Canberra  has  Increased  my 

Lord  Lester  of  Heme  Hill  QC 
practises  as  a human  rights 
advocate  and  is  a Liberal 
Democratic  peer 


Conor  Gearty  calls  for  a much  more  imaginative  approach  to 
the  problem  Of  decommissioning  arms  in  Northern  Ireland 

Find  a way  round 


U»m  %*a  ■.•i.-UomI 

pH 

Jfa  MAGNIFICENT  pic- 
ture  caption  graces 
^^Athe  Grlmbsby  Eve- 
ning Telegraph.  Beneath  a 
photo  of  two  cheery  .bespec- 
tacled elderly  women  — - 
bolding  glasses,  en- 
shrouded in  tinsel  and 
flanking  a gnome-sized 
Santa  Clans,  are  the 
following  words:  “Merry 
Christmas  to  all  residents  of 
Pelham  group  dwellings  at 
Tirrniingham.  The  residents 
now  celebrate  the  festive 
season  at  this  time  of  year  as 
the  icy  ■weather  around 
Christmas  prevents  some  of 
them  getting  to  the  party 
from  their  separate  bunga- 
lows. Here  Mona  Shells 
(left)  and  Lily  Altoft  get  into 
the  spirit.”  Compliments  of 
the  season,  ladies,  and  a 
very  happy  New  Year. 


IT  IS,  of  course,  quite 
ludicrous  that  the  prior 
decommissiouing  of 
weaponry  should  have 
become  so  huge  an  ob- 
stacle blocking  the  way  to 
peace  in  Northern  Ireland. 

No  matter  bow  often  and 
how  shrilly  it  is  repeated,  the 
demand  has  neither  logic  nor 
history  nor  principle  on  its 
side.  It  is  obvious  that  even 
the  most  perfect  decommis- 
sioning scheme  could  not 
physically  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  new  weaponry  , in 
the  fliture.  It’s  equally  dear 
that  demanding  a few 
weapons  from  the  IRA  now 
will  not  stop  them  using  — at 
some  point  in  the  fliture  — 
the  guns  they  have  implicitly 
been  allowed  to  retain.  The 
Unionists  are  not  interested 
In  decommissioning  for  the 
security  benefits  that  it  would, 
bring.  Rather  they  see  the 
surrender  of  Republican 
weapons  as  a symbolic  ver- 
sion of  the  military  defeat  of 
the  IRA  that  neither  they  nor 
the  security  forces  have  ever 
managed  to  achieve. 

The  sort  of  confiscation  of 
weapons  that  is  now  de- 
manded only  occurs  when 
one  side  has  achieved  total 
victory  over  the  other.  Ger- 


man re-armament  was  a 
major  political  issue  in  the 
1950s  for  precisely  this 
reason,  and  both  that  nation 
and  Japan  still  bear  the  hall- 
marks of  baving  once  bad 
their  weaponry  thoroughly 
decommissioned.  Conflicts 
simply  cannot  be  negotiated 
to  a conclusion  on  the  basis 
that  ooe  side  first  surrenders 
the  very  means  through 
which  it  got  itself  to  the  con- 
ference table.  Usually  the 
very  opposite  occurs: 


erty  rights  are  now  so  dili- 
gently protected  by  ranks  of 
"ex-terrorists”  complete  with 
conveniently  on -decommis- 
sioned arms?  Even  the  Irish 
precedent  is  compelling. 
Michael  Collins,  the  “terror- 
ist”, needed  every  weapon  he 
could  muster  to  enforce  the 
peace  he  negotiated  with  Brit- 
ain against  his  own  side. 

The  obstacle  of  prim:  de- 
commissioning h««  created 
an  extra  problem,  by  raising 
doubts  over  the  bona  Odes  of 


is  entirely  different  David 
Trimble  was  helped  an  to  this 
particular  petard  by  the  last 
administration  — he  ahnuiri 
not  now  be  left  hoist  to  it  He 
must  not  be  left  at  the  mercy 
of  political  forces  underneath 
him,  who  are  anxious  to  pun- 
ish him  for  failing  to  achieve 
what  was  always  impossible 
but  what  is  now  also  danger- 
ously out-of-date. 

Now  that  the  whole  Repub- 
lican side  is  in,  it  is  time  for 
the  Government  to  focus  posi- 


Where  would  Israel  be  today,  without  the  PLO  and  its  guns 
— many  of  them  actually  supplied  by  Israel — to  protect  it 
from  clusters  of  enraged  Palestinian  radicals  within  Gaza? 


weapons  are  routinely  kept 
under  the  table  throughout 
negotiations,  only  to  be 
brought  out  later  to  enforce 
the  just-negotiated  peace. 
Where  would  Israel  be  today, 
without  the  FLO  and  its  guns 
— many  of  them  actually  sup- 
plied by  Israel  — to  protect  it 
from  the  dusters  of  enraged 
Palestinian  radicals  within- 
Gaza  and  parts  of  the  West 
Bank?  What  about  the  white 
South  Africans  whose  prop- 


those  most  loudly  committed 
to  it  Take  the  last  Conserva- 
tive administration.  Its  cumu- 
lative demands  — for  the  use 
of  the  word  “permanent”,  for 
elections  to  a new  Assembly, 
for  decommissioning  — now 
seem  less  like  Imperial  stub- 
bornness than  a part  of  a 
coherent  strategy  to  divide, 
and  thereby  eventually  to  de- 
feat, the  Republican  move- 
ment The  new  Labour  Gov- 
ernment, as  in  so  many  ways. 


tively  on  Official  Unionism. 
The  Paisleyites  and  the 
McCartneyites  must  of  neces- 
sity be  dismissed  as  irreconci- 
lables.  But  here  too  prior  de- 
commissioning poses  a risk. 
For  disarmament  cute  both 
ways:  the  logic  of  decommis- 
sioning means  that  the  loyal- 
ist paramilitaries  will  have  to 
give  up  their  weapons,  too.  If 
they  refuse,  the  fringe  parties 
that  represent  them  win  be 
driven  into  an  involuntary 


Biia 


exile  — irith  the  Rev  Paisley 
as  the  inevitable  figurehead 
of  a new  Unionist  resistance. 
Paisley  joined  by  three  or 
four  of  Mr  Trimble's  more 
bard-tine  colleagues  would  be 
a different  proposition  from 
the  one-man- veto  that  we  now 
see  fading  noisily  to  one  side. 

Equally,  nationalists  have 
to  accept  that,  however  Illogi- 
cal fi  might  be,  tha  decommis- 
sioning issue  haw  faiwn  bn  a 
life  of  its  own  that  needs  now 
to  be  respected,  if  only  for  the 
sake  of  political  prudence. 
The  Republican  movement 
faces  the  first  test  of  whether, 
second  time  round,  it  has 
grasped  that  politics  Is  about 
slow,  patient  progress,  punc- 
tuated by  fridge  d 
compromises. 

This  does  not  mean  giving 
ground  on  prior  decommis- 
sioning. But  it  does  mean 
making  fha  working  assump- 
tion that  David  Trimble  is 
serious  about  peace,  accept- 
ing both  the  Mitchell  Princi- 
ples’ commitment,  to  democ- 
racy and  the  need  for 
diSCUSSion  Of  flgcnmm  isrinn- 
tog  to  a sub-committee  along- 
side political  negotiations. 

One  further  option  might 

he  a Mint  of  itwwmmlssinning 

to  all  but  name:  a withdrawal 
of  a British  army  battalion 
one  week,  the  “discovery*’  of 
an  arms  cache  the  next;  pro- 
posals to  reform  the  RUC  fol- 
lowed by  further  “finds”  of 
weapons.  That  way  the  partic- 
ipants to  the  talks  could 
claim  that  “due  progress"  had 
been  made  and  Unionists 
would  be  reassured  that  it 
was  not  merely  on  paper.  The 
anticipation  of  such  a process 
would  allow  London  nnri  Dub- 
lin to  speak  more  powerfully 
— to  the  run  up  to  formal 
tailed  — of  removing  the  gun 
from  Irish  politics  than  they 
have  to  their  joint  Govern- 
mental statement,  the  per- 
ceived weakness  of  which  is 
currently  giving  Mr  Trimble 
such  anxiety. 

For  a long,  long  time  the 
IRA  has  claimed  that  the 
forces  of  war  to  Northern  Ire- 
land have  been  operating  on 
both  sides.  They  could  hardly 
now  construe  such  mutual  de- 
escalation  as  an  unacceptable 
admission  of  defeat-  Having 
called  for  the  peace  process  to 
become  a reality  for  so  long, 
can  the  Republican  move- 
ment really  now  allow  it  to 
collapse,  merely  to  order  to 
enjoy  the  temporary  spectacle 
of  a divided  Unionist  leader- 
ship and  the  permanent  fact 
of  a lost  chance  for  a locally 
negotiated  peace? 


Conor  Gearty  Is  professor  of 
law  at  Icing's  Collage,  London, 
and  author  of  the  forthcoming 
book  Terroris:  A Study  Of 
Subversive  Violence 


Decca  Aitkenhead 

AS  the  curious  trial  of 
Professor  Cotttogham 

drew  to  a close  this 
week,  observers  could  be  con- 
fident of  one  thing.  Before  the 
jury  had  even  finished  deliver- 
ing the  not-guOty  verdict,  the 
professor  and  bis  family 
would  be  rushing  off  to  lead  a 
well-rehearsed  clatter  of  Indig- 
nation across  the  pages  of  the 
Daily  Mall,  which  can  be 
roughly  summarised  as  fol- 
lows. Two  young  female  stu- 
dents had  accused  the  middle- 
aged  professor  of  sexually 
agaaniring  them,  and  the  court 
bad  found  him  innocent:  why, 

then,  should  everyone  to  Brit- 
ain know  this  wronged  man's 
name,  while  the  Identity  of 
those  malicious  little  minxes 
remains  protected  by  law? 

This  wail  is  now  a standard 
fixture  of  every  high-profile 
sexual-offence  case  which 
ends  to  acquittal:  It  gets  a 
particularly  thorough  airing 
in  cases  involving  respectable, 
articulate,  middle  ciaas  defen- 
dants — men  who  clearly  take 
their  reputations  seriously, 
and  who  cut  the  kind  cf  sym- 
pathetic figures  the  Daily  Mail 
Hire  to  champion.  “Men  need 
protecting,"  was  the  "damning 
conclusion”  of  Cotttagham’s 
wife;  judges  should  have  the 
discretion  to  “name  women  j 
who  recklessly  damage  lives 
by  making  anrniwHmiK  which 
a jury  rejects”  was  the  verdict 
of  the  paper.  And  Austen  Don- 
npiTan,  an  Oxford  undergradu- 
ate acquitted  of  date  rape 
three  years  ago,  popped  up  oa 
page  eight  to  demand  that  the 
accused’s  identity  be  protected 
until  and  unless  he  is  con- 
victed. It  Is  perfectly  reason- 
able for  the  professor  to  feel 
bard  done  by-  Who  wouldn’t? 
But  this  is  not  a good  enough 
reason  to  go  shouting  about 
changing  a law  which  has, 
since  1974,  protected  the  iden- 
tity of  an  victims  cf  rape  and 
mrmai  assault. 

The1  whole  point  cf  this  law 
was  to  encourage  a victim  to 
press  charges  in  cases  where 
the  prospect  cf  having  her 
name  splashed  across  the 
papers  was  so  distressing  as  to 
put  her  off  taking  action  at  alL 
Conviction  rates  in  rape  cases 
are  scandalously  low  already; 
if  we  were  to  remove  anonym- 
ity altogether,  as  some  have 
proposed,  car  remove  it  to  the 
event  of  an  acquittal,  the  effect 
could  only  be  a renewed  deter- 
rent As  an  acquittal  is  the 
oddson  outcome  of  a rape  trial 
anyway,  what  victim  would 
risk  pressing  charges  and  fin- 
ing exposure  at  the  end  of  it 
ail?  The  Dally  Mail’s  charac- 
teristic proposal  — that  judges 
should  have  the  right  to 

“shame”  miw»Ttirf4n»kwQ  — 


would  equally  put  oft  any 
woman  who  had  ever  come 
across  some  examples  of  the 
judiciary's  lamentable  atti- 
tudes to  rape  victims. 

The  idea  of  protecting  the 
accused’s  identity,  pending  a 
verdict.  Is  at  first  glance  much 
more  compelling.  To  be 
accused  of  a sexual  offence  is 
plainly  not  the  same  thing  as 
being  accused  of  stealing  a 
bicycle.  Everyone  under- 
stands this  — and  that  Is  why 
the  accused’s  anonymity  has 
been  considered  in  toe  past  It 
has,  however,  been  consis- 
tently rejected. 

If  you  carry  out  a sexual 
offence,  the  chances  of  being 
convicted  are  extremely  slim. 
This  is  not  a little  known  legal 
statistic;  everyone  knows  It. 
The  risk  of  at  least  being  taken 
to  court,  however.  Is  much 
highpr  — and  SO  the  publicity. 
If  not  the  prospect  of  convic- 
tion, is  hoped  to  operate  as 
some  sort  of  deterrent. 

If  you  give  the  defendant  the 
same  anonymity  as  toe  alleged 
victim,  you  also  effectively 
rule  out  all  press  coverage  of 
the  trial  A story  Involving  a 
crime  by  someone  whose 
name  you  do  not  know, 
against  somebody  else  whose 
name  you  do  not  know,  is  not 
a very  rewarding  read  — and 
to  countries  where  anonymity 
of  both  parties  is  protected, 
coverage  of  sex  crimes  is  al- 
most non-existent.  There  may 
well  be  occasions  when,  at  the 
height  of  some  particularly 
prurient  reporting,  this  might 
sound  like  a preferable  state  of 
affairs.  To  place  a de  facto 
blanket  ban  an  the  reporting 
of  an  entire  category  of  crime 
is  not,  however,  a wise  step  for 
an  open  society. 

SO  the  situation  we're  left 
with  is  the  one  which 
Professor  Cotttogham  is 
now  so  cross  about  It  is 
plainly  imperfect,  but  the  al- 
ternatives are  worse — as  is  so 
often  the  way  with  the  law. 
What  is  not  legitimate,  how- 
ever, is  the  blurring  of  this 
legal  issue  to  with  the  other 
muddy  waters  which  swirl 
around  mmioI,  politics.  This  is 
not  an  argument  about  men 
and  women’s  rights  — if  7 
were  accused  of  molesting  a 
man,  my  name  would  not  be 
protected,  but  his  would.  The 
victim’s  right  to  anonymity  is 
not  a feminist  triumph;  it  was 
a considered  legal  decision. 
Likewise,  to  try  and  tangle  up 
this  case  with  our  general  con- 
fusion about  sexual  harass- 
ment is  at  best  muddle- 
headed,  at  worst  a rather 
shabby  stab  at  exploiting 
vague  misgivings  in  one  area 
to  order  to  raise  objections  in 
quite  another. 

To  be  wrongly  accused  of  a 
sexual  crime  is  a terrible 
tbing.  You  do,  however,  get 
your  Innocence  splashed 
across  every  front  page  at  the 
end  of  it  all  To  be  a victim  of  a 
sexual  crime,  and  face  a legal 
system  which  win  not  only 
probahly  fail  to  convict  the 
person  who  did  it,  but  won’t 
even  protect  your  Identity, 
would  be,  on  balance,  rather 
worse. 
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MY  thanks  to  Chris 

Smith  for  answering: 
the  question:  can 

anyone  explain  the  point  o 
Dr  Jade  Cimnlnglinni.  In 
tk»  Sunday  Times,  the  ex- 
cellent Mr  Smith  described 
Jack  as  one  of  the  Cabinet’s 
two  best  looking  chaps  (the 
other  being  Mr  Tony  Blair). 
So  now  we  know. 
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Vincent  Hanna 


The  political  animal 


WHEN  It  came  to 
political  inter- 
viewing, Vin- 
cent Hanna, 
who  has  died 
aged  57,  started  as  he  meant  to 
go  on,  at  the  top.  In  1972,  the 
then  prime  m twister  Edward 
Heath  had  just  announced  his 
prices  and  incomes  policy. 
The  BBC's  24  Hours  pro- 
gramme was  suddenly  offered 
an  interview  with  Heath; 
there  was  no  presenter  to  con- 
duct it  except  a cub  reporter 
called  Hanna  who  had  joined 
from  the  Sunday  Times  two 
weeks  before. 

He  celebrated  the  successful 
interview  by  inviting  the  24 
Hours  team  round,  to  his 
house  for  a party  that 
stretched  into  the  small  hours 
to  the  raucous  sounds  of  Gil- 
bert and  Sullivan. 

Hanna  was  a man  of  wit, 
erudition  and  enthusiasms. 
He  loved  sport,  music,  food, 
literature,  history  and  poli- 
tics, which  was  his  real  meat 
and  drink.  He  could  never 
understand  his  luck  in  pre- 
senting Channel  4’s  A Week  in 
Politics  for  the  last  eight 
years:  Tm  Just  indulging  my 
hobby  and  for  some  reason 
they're  paying  me  for  it" 

He  was  born  on  the  Falls 
Read,  son  of  Frank  Hanna,  a 
solicitor  who  advised  the  Irish 
Congress  of  Trade  Unions. 
After  graduating  in  law  from 
Queen's  University,  Belfast  in 
1960  he  studied  elsewhere  and 
practised  law.  While  finishing 
a doctorate  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  an 
article  he  wrote  for  the  Guard- 
ian caught  the  eye  of  Sunday 
Times  editor  Harold  Evans, 
who  hired  him.  He  became  the 
Sunday  Times  industrial  edi- 
tor before  moving  to  the  BBC 
At  the  BBC  he  made  his 
name  on  Newsnight,  where  he 
transformed  the  parliamen- 
tary by-election  from  a politi- 
cal footnote  into  a national 


television  event  Aspiring  po- 
litical candidates  came  to 
dread  his  knowledge  and  wit: 
the  parties  frfct-  changed  their 
selection  procedures  for  by- 
elections  to  ensure  their  can- 
didates were  robust  enough 

for  the  Hnrvna  spotlight.  He 
always  delighted  in  H L 
Mencken's  dictum  that  the 
relationship  of  a journalist  to 
a politician  should  be  that  of  a 

dog  to  a lamp-post. 


He  delighted  in  the 
dictum  that  a 
journalist  should 
be  to  a politician 
as  a dog  was  to 
a lamp-post 


The  mischievous  Dims  he 
mpfli*  during  those  campaigns 
were  a new  TV  genre  made 
possible  by  videotape:  he 
could  afford  to  keep  the  cam- 
era rolling  as  candidates  set 
off  in  search  of  votes:  the 
results  were  hilarious,  but  al- 
ways mad*,  a telling  political 
point  These  marathons  were 
usually  accompanied  by  a 
campaign  diet,  and  sharper- 
eyed viewers  saw  his  frame 
shrinking  as  the  weeks  wore 
on,  so  that  by  polling  day  he 
was  almost  svelte. 

Tm  wearing  a pair  of  trou- 
sers today,”  he  would  boast, 
"that  I haven't  been  able  to  get 
into  for  seven  years!"  Then, 
when  the  result  was  In,  a few 
gastronomic  sprees  meant , 
that  all  toe  lost  ground  was  I 
recouped  within  days. 

In  these  years,  his  contacts  j 
were  much  more  in  the  party  I 
grassroots  than  at  Westmin- 
ster, which  gave  him  a fresh 
perspective.  He  also  studied 
closely  the  younger  universi- 


ties’ new  psepbologlcal  work 
and  had  students  to  carry  out 
by-election  opinion  polls  of  his 
own  devising.  He  developed 
the  TV  exit  poll  into  part  of 
the  political  vocabulary. 

He  was  never  jealous  about 
his  scripts:  he  was,  he  said, 
just  a caption-writer  for  the 
pictures.  His  abhorrence  of  ad- 
jectives meant  his  writing  was 
spare  but  pointed.  He  had  an 
unerring  sense  of  timing  — 
and  always  found  time  for  his 
Guardian  sports  column. 

When  not  reporting  at  the 
BBC,  he  was  often  deep  in 
National  Union  of  Journalists 
politics,  particularly  during 
the  high-profile  disputes  of  the 
1970s  and  1980s.  He  was  partic- 
ularly proud  that,  when  be 
was  asked  to  play  an  18th 
century  pre-incarnation  of 
himself  as  a reporter  on  Black- 
adder.  Equity  gave  him  a tem- 
porary union  card  to  ensure 
no  rules  were  broken. 

Hanna  found  there  was  no  , 
room  for  him  to  John  BVrf  s 1 
BBC,  so  he  left  in  1987  to  found  < 
his  own  independent  produc- 1 
tion  company.  Viewpoint. 1 
Channel  4 gave  him  the  I 
chance  he'd  been  longing  for 
to  present  his  own  pro- 
grammes, A Week  in  Politics 
and  Midnight  Special.  Some 
years  later,  he  was  back  at  the 
BBC  with  Hypothetical*,  but  it 
was  radio  which  belatedly 
realised  the  talent  toe  BBC 
had  lost  He  relished  the  free 
rein  be  bad  late  at  night  on 
Radio  5,  and  the  word-smith- 
ery  of  Radio  4's  Mediumwaoe. 

Many  television  producers 
found  his  methods  unortho- 
dox, but  could  not  deny  his 
appetite  for  hard  work  and  his 
writing  talent.  Many  pro- 
gramme editors  dreaded  being 
brow-beaten  into  commission- 
ing projects,  but  they  always 
enjoyed  the  results.  He  em- 
braced computers  and  mobile 
telephones  with  zest  Cellnet 
gave  him  an  early  modal  to 


June  Hancock 


Victory  over  the 


lethal  snowfall 


. i 


JUNE  Hancock,  who  has 
died  aged  61,  fought  a 
gutsy  and  ultimately  tri- 
umphant battle  to  win  asbes- 
tos compensation  from  a 
reluctant  multi-national,  trav- 
elling to  the  High  Court  and  , 
later  the  Court  of  Appeal 
while  in  constant  pain  from 
an  Dlness  she  knew  to  be  j 
terminai. 

Her  victory  over  T&N  led  to 
the  payment  of  £65,000  to  her 
a year  ago,  but  the  knowledge 
that  the  case  could  lead  to 
claims  from  other  sufferers 
gave  her  much  greater 
satisfaction. 

A forthright  but  wryly  self- 
deprecating  Leeds  housewife, 
Mrs  Hancock  made  close 
friends  of  all  the  team  — law- 
yers, campaigners  and  neigh- 
bours — involved  in  a tragedy 
which  began  50  years  ago.  As  | 
a child,  sbe  bad  played  In  toe  1 
redbrick  terraced  streets 
round  T&N*s  subsidiary  as- 1 
bestos  factory,  JW  Roberts  & 1 
Co,  West  Leeds,  where  no  one 
gave  the  drifts  of  white  fluff  j 
and  dust  a second  thought.  I 
As  toe  courts  heard,  chU- ! 
dren  made  snowballs  of  the 
potentially  lethal  material  — I 
evidence  which  helped  to  i 


sway  the  verdict  on  the  new 
legal  ground  of  asbestos  con- 
tamination affecting  neigh- 
bours of  a factory,  rather  than 
those  working  with  the  mate- 
rial Mrs  Hancock  and  her 
follow-litigant  Evelyn  Mar- 
gereson,  who  won  £50,000 
compensation  for  the  asbes- 
tos-related death  of  her  hus- 
band, described  the  vanished 
world  of  the  1940s  in  simple 
but  affecting  detail. 

Already  affected  by  the 
dust-triggered  cancer  of  toe 
lung  lining,  which  had  killed 
her  mother  13  years  earlier, 
Mrs  Hancock  was  warned 
that  litigation  would  take  a j 
severe  toll  of  her  weakened  j 
health.  But  she  persisted  in 
preparing  the  case,  attending 
almost  every  day  of  the  six- 
week  hearing  at  the  High 
Court  in  Leeds  and  later  go- 
ing to  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
London  when  T&N  tried  in 
vain  to  overturn  the  award. 

Her  MP  John  Battle,  now 
technology  minister  at  the 
trade  and  industry  depart- 
ment described  her  as  "a 
woman  of  courageous  selfless- 
ness”. He  added  that  she 
would  not  be  forgotten  In  the 
close-knit  suburb  of  Bramley, 


Hancock . . . fight  to  death 


where  she  lived,  in  the  city  of 
Leeds,  nor  nationally. 

Mrs  Hancock  worked  until 
shortly  before  toe  case  as  a 
wages  cleric,  but  home  and 
family  were  her  abiding  inter- 
est She  leaves  a son  Russell, 
daughter  Kimberly  and  fos- 
ter-son Tommy,  who  looked 
after  her  until  she  died 

Flans  for  a memorial  in 
West  Leeds,  where  many 
other  families  have  been 
blighted  by  asbestos  pollution, 
are  likely  to  be  put  to  the  city 
council  but  Mrs  Hancock’s 
family  already  have  their 
own.  A photographic  record 
was  kept  by  Kimberly  of  Mrs 
Hancock’s  last  year  of  life,  ctf 
her  everyday  rounds  in  Bram- 
ley and  at  home. 


BtarBw  Wahwm4glit 


June  Hancock,  asbestos  cam- 
paigner, bom  June  21, 1938;  died 
July  19. 1997 


Letter 


Daphne  Liddle  writes:  The 
obituary  of  Boris  Miller  (.July 
T)  correctly  says  that  Miller 
was  a leading  activist  in  toe 
Russian  emigre  organisation 
Narodno  Trudovoi  Soyuz 
(NTS)  but  foiled  to  mention 
that  organisation's  strong 
Nazi  links.  Founded  in  1932  It 
foiled  to  recruit  more  than  a 


handful  within  the  Soviet 
Union. 

During  toe  second  world 
war,  toe  group  was  led  by  the 
former  Soviet  general  Audrey 
Vlasov,  who,  captured  by  the 
Nazis,  collaborated  with  them  i 
to  lead  a "Russian  Liberation 
Army”  against  the  Red  Army. 1 
This  “army”  foiled  dismally 
to  recruit,  even  among  pris- 1 
oners  of  war  under  the  threat 1 
of  death. 


Birthdays 


David  Essex,  entertainer,  50; 
Michael  Foot,  former  Labour 
leader,  84;  Graham  Gooch, 
cricketer,  44;  Judith  Hall, 
magazine  editor,  50;  Viktor 
Korchnoi,  Chess  grandmas- 
ter, 66;  Brian  McDermott, 
actor,  63:  Lord  (Richard) 
Rogers,  architect  64;  Andy 
Townsend,  footballer,  34. 


Jackdaw 


Khan.  "My  number  one 
request  is  O J Simpson/'  Sha- 
piro says,  "but  we’re  not 
doing  it” 

Humans  aren't  the  only 
killers  inspiring  Shapiro's 
product  line:  “We're  think- 
ing of  making  fonts  out  of  the 
molecular  structure  of 
diseases." 

Red  letter  day  in  Wired 


Poison  pen 


Gray  area 


(NE'ITA  Gilboa]  has  experl- 


HATE  your  job?  Fire  off  a 
resignation  letter  in  Jack  toe 
Ripper’s  handwriting.  Feel- 
ing mischievous?  Print  your 
correspondence  in  Lee  Har- 
vey Oswald’s  scrawl. 
Following  the  keystrokes  of 
other  custom  font  makers, 
Stuart  Shapiro,  aproducer  of 
independent  films,  created 
Killer  Fonts  (www.killer- 
fonts.com/). 

Teamed  with  fontographer 
Ted  Ollier,  Shapiro  culled  let- 
ters. manuscripts,  and  books 
for  handwriting  samples 
from  various  murderous 
sorts.  The  roster  covers  the 
Zodiac  Killer,  Butch  Cassidy, 
Lizzie  Borden,  and  Genghis 


enced  many  forms  of  harass- 
ment from  hackers.  It  first 


began  on  IRC  (Internet  Relay 
Chat),  when  she  entered  toe 
#hack  channel.  Because 
people  use  “handles”  (nick- 
names) to  commun  icate  on 
the  IRC,  newcomers  don’t 
have  any  idea  who  they're 
talking  to.  Also,  a hacker  can 
use  several  different  handles 
in  one  session.  ‘Tvehad 
people  send  me  messages  pri- 
vately as  a friend  and  then, 
this  same  person  uses  an- 
other handle  to  be  cruel  to  me 
in  public,”  Gilboa  recalls. 

“IRC  and  the  Net  Isa  me- 
dium where  people  can  be 
anonymous  while  obtaining 
large  amounts  of  information 


about  those  who  visit  hon- 
estly, using  their  real  ID.  Un- 
fortunately it  takes  a certain 
amount  of  Net  savvy  to  real- 
ise this  is  being  done,” 

Gilboa  entered  the  #hack 
channel  with  the  hanflfe 
“gray area”  and  her  real 
name  visible.  Because  sbe 
was  new,  other  hackers  were 
suspicious  that  she  might  be 
an  FBI  agent,  so  they  read  her 
e-mail  and  shared  it  around 
with  other  hackers,  “The 
reality  is  that  for  all  their 
paranoia  about  toe  Feds,  90 
per  cent  of  them  happily  in- 
form on  their  peers  when  vis- 
ited by  toe  Feds  and  never 
need  to  be  arrested, 

"Some  hackers  crave  fame 
and  are  nice  to  journalists;  a 
few  treat  journalists  as 
human  beings  andjudge 
them  on  an  individual  basis, 
but  most  simply  lump  all 
journalists  together  and 
want  them  gone.  They  want 
toe  right  to  steal  information, 
but  they  want  to  keep  others 
from  the  right  to  free  speech. 
Sad.” 

Hacking  the  hackers  in.  Net 


Moon  landing 

IT  sounds  like  a desirable 


use  at  toe  1985  party  confer- 
ences, bat  they  had  probably 
never  guessed  how  many  calls 
he  could  get  through  to  three 
weeks. 

When  he  was  recently  de- 
scribed as  “the  veteran  politi- 
cal commentator”  it  came  as 
quite  a shock.  This  rotund, 
to  lisle-haired,  cheeky  chappie 
had  belied  his  years  for  so 
long  that  it  was  hard  to  realise 
a new  generation  of  political 


Dennis  MacShane  writes 
Vincent  Hanna  was  a su- 


premely political  animal. 
From  boyhood,  be  was 
plunged  into  toe  intricacies 
Of  trade  iinton  politics,  Ulster 
paggjpns  and  double-speak, 
and  the  need  to  reduce  ven- 
dettas to  a story  with  jokes. 

The  two  great  stories  of  the 
1970s  were  the  unions  and 
Northern  Ireland  and  Vin- 
cent was  perfectly  placed  to 
make  sense  of  both.  And  writ- 
ing about  trade  unions  was 
not  enough.  Hanna  became 
an  effective  leader  of  the  NTU 
in  the  BBC,  joining  the  NUJ 
executive  when. I was  presi- 
dent of  the  anion. 


He  was  never 
jealous  about  his 
scripts:  he  was,  he 
said,  just  a 
caption-writer  for 
the  pictures 


journalists  had  emerged  to 
whom  he  was  a model. 

Hanna  drove  himself  so 
hard  that  his  family  would 
often  not  see  him  for  weeks  at 
a time.  But  he  was  devoted  to 
his  wife,  Joan  (daughter  of 
Lord  Fltt),  and  his  daughters, 
Emily  and  Slxtead.  He  was 
infiiriating  and  baffling,  but 
brilliant  and  lovable. 

He  was  always  generous  in 
both  outlook  and  hospitality, 
and  took  great  delight  in  the 
aspirations  of  toe  young  — 
whether  children,  his  own  or 
his  friends,  or  trainees  he 
sponsored  at  work. 

He  was  an  Irishman  first, 
and  foremost,  but  enough  of 
an  Englishman  to  follow  the 
intricacies  of  county  cricket, 
enough  of  an  American  to  be 
an  expert  on  American  foot- 
ball. and  enough  of  a Euro- 
pean to  make  his  second  home 
in  the  Loire  Valley,  where  he 
escaped  whenever  he  could. 


Sarah  Eldridge,  editor  Me- 
dium wave  writes  Among 
I the  last  words  that  Vincent 
qpid  to  me  on  Sunday,  min- 
utes before  the  red  light  went 
I on  fra  ilfedfumtocme  were  “I 
want  to  die  presenting  a pro- 
gramme!” He  had  been  unwell 
and  I bad  suggested  getting 
someone  to  take  his  places.  His 
recovery  was  instant  and 
what  followed  was  as  incisive 
as  always. 

He  was  an  infuriatingly  de- 
manding colleague  but  ex- 
pected no  more  of  others  than 
he  was  prepared  to  give  him- 
self. We  argued,  we  battled 
and  sometimes  he  gave  in;  he 
challenged  producers  to  write 
a script  he  could  take  straight 
to  air. 

We  have  a deep  sense  of 
sadness  but  also  gratitude  for 
all  we  have  learnt  from  work- 
ing with  such  a knowledgaUe, 
taxing,  and  compassionate 

man.  OUT  mafn  subject  OH  this 

week’s  programme  was  death, 
and  haiw  some  who  die  get 

more  prominent  coverage  than 

others.  Vincent’s  regret  would 
be  that  he  wasn't  here  to  write 
It  himself 


Vincent  Hanna ...  an  unerring  sense  of  timing 
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John  BrfcScut 


John  Cunningham  adds:  I 
Vincent  couldn't  help  being. 


larger  than  life.  Flew  wOJ  have 
known  the  anxiety  it  cost  him 
under  that  boyish  grin.  In  the 
197BS,  he  spent  plenty  of  time 
and  money  with  diet  doctors. 
Even  as  a Belfast  schoolboy 
Vincent  was  fat  — mri  was 
picked  on.  But  it  was  a situa- 
tion he  turned  to  his  advan- 
tage. It  taught  him  to  live  on 
Ids  wits,  and  answer  barbs 
with  witticisms.  And  when 
bullies  used  to  ambush  him 
after  school,  Vincent  carried  a 
pocket  mirror,  so  that  be  could 
spy  round  comae.  Such  tech- 


[ niqaes  of  practical  self-preser- 
vation helped  him  when  he 
moved  from  Belfast  to  London 
in  1970.  To  his  friends.  Vincent 
was  a sort  of  Irish  Dr  Johnson 
of  Islington,  where  he  had  a 
house.  If  he  talked  and  enter- 
tained lavishly,  he  also  spent 
generously.  Occasionally,  irate 
tradesmen,  anxious  for  pay- 
ment would  invoke  the  law.  I 
was  sharing  the  house  with 
him  at  the  time  and  the  perils 
of  a dangerous  knock  on  the 
door  were  made  plain  to  me. 

“If  it's  3 process-server,  re- 


I Awe  to  accept  the  writ  Say  Fm 
not  here.”  ho  Instructed  me. 
He  hail  a marveDom  way  of 
I stopping  the  stream  of  increas- 
ingly desperate  Letters  from 
creditors.  “If  you  do  not  de- 
sist” he  would  reply  "I  shall 
take  such  action  as  will  amaze 
you.”  He  roared  with  glee  that 
such  a meaningless  phrase 
sometimes  stopped  them  in 
their  tracks.  . . 


Vincent  Lao  Martin  Hanna, 
koumaUst  bam  August  9. 1939: 
died  Ju'y  22. 1997 


Ron  Berry 


Death  Notices 


Doors  into  the  darkness 
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DOORS  were  never 
slammed  so  hard  as 
they  were  in  toe  face 
of  Ron  Berry,  the 
Welsh  novelist  who  has  died 
aged  77.  His  first  novel.  Hunt- 
ers and  Hunted  was  published  , 
in  I960.  This  was  followed  by 
TraoelUng  Loaded  (1963),  The 
Full-time  Amateur  (1966)  and  j 
Flame  and  Slag  (1969).  AH  of 
them  dealt  with  his  native . 
Rhondda,  but  a Rhondda  very 
different  from  that  depicted  ' 
by  bis  contemporaries. 

Berry  was  an  earthy  realist 
with  a contempt  for  received 
ideas.  His  deep-seated  pessi- 
mism forecast  the  decline  of 
the  coalfield  long  before  it 
happened,  and  also  toe  decay 
of  that  pit-bonded  empathy 
common  to  men  whose  homes 
and  place  of  work  were  the 
same.  Travelling  Loaded,  dealt 
with  a pair  of  drifters  escap- 
ing the  valleys,  So  Long  Hec- 
tor Bebb  (1970)  returned  to  toe 
heart  of  them:  a portrait  of  a 
second-rate  boxer  whose 
revoked  licence  after  a bad 
foul  leads  eventually  to  his 
tragic  end.  This  remarkable 
novel,  told  through  the 
mouths  of  14  people  closest  to 
its  hero,  shows  a man  driven 
beyond  the  pale  of  human 
society,  and  perhaps  even 
over  toe  threshold  of  human 
suffering.  There  Is  no  novel 
quite  like  it  and  yet  it  was 
scarcely  reviewed. 

Berry  began  his  his  work- 
ing life  as  a Rhondda  collier 
boy  and  was  soon  in  trouble 
for  striking  a manager.  Later, 
while  absent  without  leave 
from  the  army,  he  was  caught 
on  his  own  doorstep.  In  1943, 
a voyage  under  fire  as  a mer- 
chant seaman  led  to  the  death 
of  two  of  bis  friends  and  the 
rema  inder  of  the  war  saw  him 
ducking  and  dodging,  eking 
out  an  existence  as  a profes- 


sional footballer,  scoring  the 
winning  goal  for  Swansea 
Town  in  a cup  match. 

But  damaged  knees  ended 
what  Berry  ruefully  de- 
scribed as  his  Tarzan  period. 
Marriage  to  Rene  Jones,  five 
children,  and  a period  at  Co- 
leg Harlech  led  to  a more 
settled  life,  poems,  and  finally 
to  Hunters  and  Hunted. 

After  So  Long  Hector  Bebb 
an  doors  were  dosed;  it  was 
25  years  before  his  last  novel 
This  Bygone  was  published  in 
1996-  It  returned  to  the  scene 
of  Berry's  childhood  and  the 
life  of  a confer  boy  under- 
ground. As  in  aU  his  novels, 
his  ear  for  dialogue  and  his 
absolute  knowledge  of  his 
subject  were  again  marked 
but  there  was  a new  warmth, 
toe  glow  of  a fond  nostalgia. 
“More  than  anything,  he 


[ missed  the  togetherness  of 
: men  underground,  the  bond- 
ing, walking  toe  main,  old 
blokes  on  the  double  parting 
j discussing  events  ..  .like 
Gods  talking." 

Meanwhile,  he  wrote  sev- 
eral BBC  television  plays  and 
an  account  of  peregrine  fal- 
cons returning  to  the 
Rhondda.  He  was  a keen  natu- 1 
ralist  and  fisherman  for  most 
of  bis  life  and  frequently  op- i 
posed  the  Forestry  Commis- 
sion, whose  plantations  had 
changed  toe  valley  as  he 
knew  it 

Berry  retained  his  indepen- 
dence, he  determinedly  never 
read  the  works  of  Richard 
Llewellyn,  Jack  Jones  or  Al- 
exander Cordell,  believmg 
their  very  popularity  belied 
their  claims  to  see  as  he  had 
seen.  There  was  an  underside 


to  lffe  that  defied  picturesque 
narratives.  He  adored  Wil- 
liam Faulkner,  and  recently, 
Cormac  McCarthy,  and  was 
an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
his  few  literary  friends. 

Years  ago.  with  the  poet 
John  Ormond,  we  played 
word-smith's  games  in  the 
four-ale  bar.  What  was  the 
most  unrevenling  sentence 
for  an  obituary?  “As  far  as 
can  be  ascertained  by  toe 
present  writer,  he  (or  she) 
was  not  tattooed." 

Despite  many  misfortunes 
and  fll  health.  Berry  was  fun, 
good  company,  knowledgable, 
awkward,  but  kept  youthful 
by  an  alert  mind.  He  was 
helped  by  very  few  people, 
but  Sir  Wyn  Roberts,  former 
minister  of  state  for  Welsh 
affairs,  was  instrumental  in 
securing  him  a Civil  List  pen- 
sion and  Dal  Smith,  head  of 
programmes,  BBC  Wales, 
recently  promoted  the  publi- 
cation of  his  last  novel  and  a 
revival  of  interest  in  his  work 
which  pleased  him  greatly. 

In  his  final  days,  the  rebel 
who  had  never  voted  was 
likely  to  be  found  relaxing  in 
the  Treherhert  Conservative 
Club,  yarning  happily  with 
old  miners  about  past  injus- 
tices. Shortly  before  he  died, 
he  told  me,  bewildered:  *Tve 
got  n grandchildren  and  they 
all  call  me  Ron."  He  took  a 
lively  pleasure  in  his  children 
and  knew  that  his  survival 
owed  much  to  Ms  wife,  Rene, 
Not  that  he  would  have  admit- 
ted that,  ora  good  deal  else,  in 
the  Con  Club.  He  would  sim- 
ply say  that  he  was  a man 
who  had  done  his  best 


PMiito.  bouar  to  Mgata  and  Jnoy  and 
nmndtatftar  la  Qaorgma  Attain.  NcitoKl 


and  VtoW. 

LOCKETT  |Pi<*  Gaofl)  an  20  July  1997 
suddenly  if  nans.  Gooff  agod  50  years  of 
lNd»  vnnmreOy  BusMMm  Scnoof,  toe 
doarty  tauod  husband  Of  Qinatm  and  ■ 
taring  dad  of  Sara.  John  ond  Andrew.  5er- 


*»c*  n to  tsfco  Ptaca  on  M July  to  Wiotov 
Bridad  Unmog  Church  at  M 45am  tottowen 


by  committal  to  MaccfwfieW  Crematorium 
to  1100  noon  Family  (towers  only,  dom- 
Itant  rf  deseed  to  The  B*u*an  Heart  Foun- 
dation All  donations  and  ana:  Jwww  Uns- 
warta  Funeral  Somces.  ®r  Church  Rd.  New 
UrtlS.  TW  01683  743772. 

MARTIN,  ton  w.a  Wmlcolu-jui  WM  Helto- 


ns! an  Wi  July  1997  Of  cancer.  Funeral  at 
QoWors  Green  Crematorium  vWeto  ChapoQ 
WJUam  on  Saturday  teffr  July  Family 
Sowers  wit*  please  Cantabuttom  bib  wto- 
carncd  towards  tea  work  or  Mane-Curt* 


Nunes  Cheques  may  be  made  parable  to 
Marte-Curta  Cancnt  core  and  sent  to  Le- 


iranon  & Sans  Lid  213  Ewershatt  SI 
London  NW1  1BO. 

PLATTS,  Rabin  Oearpe  fiadtar.  MA.  M0  to 
Otofiany  & Wtotoia  • July  Hta  TOT  • Much 
town  nusband  Of  Louise,  brother  of  Joan, 
(other  to  Conan.  Caitnona.  FonoHa.  Annette 
and  Louise.  WHP  greet  courage  end  dignity 
under  ton  taring  cared  Dm  Royal  Maraden 


Hospital.  London.  DreadtaRv  missed  by  us 
all  Ardetf  to  our  lady  Motor**  of  toe  law- 
tour  Church.  Duttny  lone.  CtuppertMn. 
Kings  Ungtay.  1830  on  Juty  *Wv 

Retodem  Mass  at  Our  Lady  Motoer  d toe 
Saviour  Church  to  09.45  on  Jufy  25m.  Sub- 
WHWenBY  al  The  CMOarra  Crematorium, 
Ameisfum.  BucUnghamsfore  ai  tl.00  on 
July  25to-  Family  tamers  only,  denatuns  H 
doored  to  toe  ’Herder  Ward  Research 
Fund1,  c/o  The  Roval  Maraden  HoepUal. 
Fuilum  Rood.  Union  'Ar  dtWM  De  go 
rattih  a ananv 


SALMON.  Ron,  Lowing  husbend  and  metti 
to  Vera  Dtod  on  July  20th.  The  way  na 
coped  wtth  hto  tUnesa  was  an  example  at 
alL  He  was  one  d me  greets.  Cremation  af 


GoMers  Qteen  Crematorium,  ilXOam, 
Monday  Z3to  My.  No  Bowen  ptease. 
Donenona  fa  St  Thomei-i  Hospital  dr  Marie 
Curie  Centra.  Hampstead.  Heiae  contact  J. 
H.  Kenyon.  TeL  0tn-7MJW5 
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Ronald  Anthony  Berry,  writer. 

Berry  — warmth  but  no  sentiment  in  Ms  Rhondda  views  le^isST^  ^ 1920:  d,&d 


■To  mace  your  armouncemant  Mephotm 
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9am  wtj  3pm  ManJrri 


prqperty:  situated  on  a quiet 

area,  with  excellent  views, 
and  lots  of  space.  On  the 
down  side,  it’s  a little  inacces- 
, sible  and  the  neighbourhood 
lacks  atmosphere,  to  say  the 
least. 

But  such  negative  factors 
haven’t  stopped  former  car 
salesman  Dennis  Hope  sell- 
ing more  than  10,000  plots  of 
land  on  the  moon,  making 
more  than  £100,000  in  the  pro- 
cess. And  there’s  plenty  more 
where  that  came  from:  Hope 
has  staked  bis  claim  to  all  the 
land  surface  on  the  solar  sys- 
tem. A£  far  as  he's  concerned 
it’s  all  perfectly  legal  and  no- 
body else  has  yet  done  any- 
thing to  indicate  otherwise; 

The  1967  United  Nations 
Outer  Space  treaty  banned 
nations  from  owning  terri- 
tory in  space,  but  neglected  to 
do  the  same  for  individuals. 
So  Hope  successfully  regis- 
tered his  claim  with  the  US 
government  back  in  1980 , be- 
coming, in  the  process  the 
biggest  single  landowner  in 
file  history  of  humankind. 

Now  Hope’s  selling  offhis 
lunar  properties  through  his 
Website  (http:/ / www  jnoon- 
shop.com).  A tenner  plus  tax 


and  postage  will  boy  you  177 
acres  of  land  on  the  light  side 
of  the  moon. 

Lunar  property  up  for  grabs, 
in  Focus 


Slick  city 


SUMMER,  the  time  to  escape 
the  city  and  the  pressures  of 
modern  life;  to  fly  south  and 

bask  in  the  sun,  to  retreat  into 
nature  or  savour  the  languid 
and  sensual  life  of  a white- 
washed or  old  stone  Mediter- 
ranean town  or  village.  Yet 
how  much  of  the  modem  life 


, you  want  to  flee,  especially 
its  architecture  and  product 
design,  was  inspired  by  such 
summer  living? 

Among  modernism’s  many 
sources,  few  figure  more 
prominently  than  the  inspi- 
ration of  summer  idylls  and 
traditional  or  exotic  cultures 
in  hot  climates.  For  proof, 
just  flick  through  Le  Corbu- 
sier’S The  Radiant  City  with 
its  pictures  of  and  raves  about 
I modem  swimming  costumes 

and  camping  equipment,  holi- 
day shacks  and  medieval  Med- 
iterranean architecture.  rooT 
terraces  of  Algiers' casbah 
and  the  houses  of  its  desert 


sung  men  and  women  can- 
i tinue  bravely  to  meet  each 
other  in  secret,  after  dark,  in 
quiet  little  halls,  like  heroes 
| of  the  French  Resistance. 
They  are  Japanese  ballroom 
dancers.  And  now,  for  the 

first  time,  their  story  can  be 
\ told.  The  Japanese  film 
maker  Mnsayuki  Suo  has 
written  and  dl  rceted  an  1m- 
plausably  charming  comedy 
entitled  Shall  IVeDonct? 

When  thr  same  question 
was  used  for  the  title  of  a Fred 
A jtaiw  and  Ginger  Rogers 
picture  in  1937,  and  when  Deb- 


orah Kerr  put  it  to  Yul  Bryn- 
ner  in  The  King  and  l,  it  was 
purely  rhetorical:  of  course 
they  would  dance.  Bui  Suo’s 
shows  the  world  in  which 
the  answer  is  more  likely  to 
be:  “Are  you  kidding?" 
Eastern  string  in  New  Yorker 


Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 

Jackdaw*  gmrdkm.ca.itk.; fax 
oi 71-713  43&i:  urUc  Jackdaw. 
The  Guardian.  !19Ftirringdan 
Road,  London  HClR  HER. 


Hannah  Pool 


Fleeing  to  that  which  in- 
spired what  we  are  escaping 

from  Is  only  one  of  the  many 
inversions  and  paradoxes 
associated  with  modernism’s 
birth  and  development  which 
global  warm  mg’s  extended 
summers  make  it  timely  to 
ponder. 

Blueprint  rethinks  the 

radiant  city 


Affordable 
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Japanese  turn 


City  on  a will . . . Blueprint 


HARRIED  by  spouses,  vili- 
fied by  colleagues,  these  un- 
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Plus:  A boom  out  of  control? 

Financial  Editor:  Alex  Brummer 
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Fax:  0171-633-4466 

FinanceGuardian 

Arnault  upsets  drinks  cart 


Ian  long 


ERNARD  Arnault, 
chairman  of  Most 
Hennessey  Louis 
I Vratton,  was  last 
night  poised  to  de- 
liver a death  blow  to  Grand 
Metropolitan's  record  £24  bil- 
lion merger  with  Guinness. 

In  a move  that  stunned  the 
British  drinks  companies, 
LVMH  launched  its  fifth  mar- 
ket raid  on  GrandMet  shares 
to  raise  its  stake  from  6.4  per 
cent  to  over  li  per  cent  — 
enough  to  call  an  extraordi- 
nary general  meeting. 

With  farther  market  raids 
likely,  the  French  luxury 
goods  group  is  expected  to  lift 
its  GrandMet  stake  to  at  least 
15  per  cent  and  perhaps  as 
much  as  25  per  cent  — enough 
to  block  the  entire  deal  or  dic- 
tate new  terms. 

last  night,  analysts  said 
that  by  switching  his  stake  to 
GrandMet  from  Guinness,  Mr 
Arnault  had  won  a decis- 


ive advantage  in  the  battle. 

They  said  that  at  the  very 
least  Guinness  and  Grand- 
Met  would  have  to  reopen  ne- 
gotiations with  LVMH,  which 
wants  a three-way  merger  of 
its  wines  and  spirits  opera- 
tions, Moet  Hennessey,  with 
those  of  the  other  two. 

Formal  plans  for  such  a 
merger  were  tabled  by  LVMH 
last  week,  which  — if  they 
went  through  — would  create 
a company  controlling  nn»  m 
five  of  the  world’s  best  known 
drink  brands,  including  Smir- 
noff vodka,  Gordon's  gin. 
Moet  and  Chandon  cham- 
pagne, Johnnie  Walker  whis- 
ky, Bailey's  cream  liqueur 
and  Hennessey  cognac. 

However,  after  Guinness 
and  GrandMet  publicly 
snubbed  the  proposals  within 
hours,  Mr  Arnault,  advised 
by  corporate  financiers  at 
BZW,  decided  to  take  a more 
aggressive  approach. 

On  Monday  night,  he  re- 
signed from  the  Guinness 
board  after  eight  years,  allow- 


Matched  pair 


suc- 
cessful campaign 
against  the  proposed  Guin- 
ness/GrandMet  merger  is 

due  in  no  small  part  to  Jer- 
emy Mead  and  Bichard  GI1- 
lingwater,  his  advisers  at 
BZW,  writes  Ian  King. 

Although  different,  the 
pair  make  a formidable 
double-act  with  Mr  Mead  in 
particular  regarded  in  the 

City  as  a rising  star. 

One  of  their  first  big  suc- 
cesses was  in  late  1994, 
when  they  acted  for  RJB 
Mining  pqrrfuy* 


the  English  pits  that  used  to 
belong  to  British  CoaL 
steering  RJB  through  some 
extremely  tough  negotia- 
tions. 

One  City  source  who  has 
worked  with  the  pair  said 
Mr  Mead,  the  younger  of 
the  two,  was  the  “tough 
street  fighter*’  of  the  team 
while  Mr  GiJUingwa  ter  was 
the  strategist. 

Tall,  thin  and  quietly 
spoken,  Mr  Glllingwater 
could  not  be  more  different 
from  his  dapper,  boat- 
loving  colleague. 


Seen  as  one  ofBZWs  top 
deal-makers,  where  he  is 
now  joint  chief  executive  of 
corporate  finance,  Mr  GD- 
Hngwater  was  instrumen- 
tal two  summers  ago  in  beef- 
ing up  the  department  by 
raiding  City  rivals. 

In  January  last  year  he 
was  part  of  the  BZW  team 
quizzed  by  the  Commons 
Trade  & Industry  commit- 
tee on  nuclear  privatisa- 
tion. in  which  the  bank  ad- 
vised the  government.  The 
episode  was  not  regarded  as 
a BZW  success. 


ing  him  to  campaign  publicly 
for  a three-way  merger.  Mr 
Arnault  is  expected  to  start 
lobbying  City  institutions  to 
support  his  plans  either  today 
or  tomorrow. 

An  LVMH  spokesman  re- 
fused last  night  to  comment 


on  suggestions  it  was  now  try- 
ing to  destroy  the  original 
deal,  Inai-qfing  only:  "We  have 
always  said  there  were  better 
ways  of  delivering  value  to 
shareholders  than  the  merger 
proposed  by  Guinness  and 
GrandMet" 


To  help  finance  Us  raid  on 
GrandMet  LVMH  sold  an  es- 
timated 50  million  shares  In 
Guinness,  cutting  its  1<L2  per 
cent  stake  in  the  group  to  just 
over  11  per  cent 
Under  the  raid's  terms,  car- 
ried out  by  BZW,  the  French 


group  offered  to  exchange  two 
Guinness  shares  and  60p  in 
cash  for  two  GrandMet 
shares,  provided  it  could  buy 
another  GrandMet  share 
cash  at  the  same  time  — effec- 
tively putting  a 20p  premium 
on  GrandMet  shares  over 
those  of  Guinness. 

After  plunging  by  almost 
25p  at  one  stage,  Guinness 
shares  eventually  rallied  to 
finish  down  lip  at  596*&p, 
while  GrandMet  shares 
closed  up  15VSp  at  621  V4p. 

Guinness  and  GrandMet 
put  a brave  face  on  the  news 
and  questioned  why  LVMH 
would  want  to  destroy  the 
deaL 

But  with  most  of  yester- 
day’s sellers  being  smaller 
shareholders  of  GrandMet, 
with  leading  UK  institutions 
holding  on,  the  rumours 
sweeping  the  market  of  a US 
backer  for  Mr  Arnault  were 
Interpreted  as  having  come 
from  the  Guinness/GrandMet 
side  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
more  selling. 


Boeing  merger  heads  for  happy  landing 


Threat  of 
aerospace 
trade  war 
recedes 

Julie  Wolf  In  Brussels 


THE  European  Com- 
mission and  Boeing 
were  putting  the  final 
touches  last  night  to  a 
last-minute  compromise  that 
would  allow,  the  EU  to  clear 
the  American  aerospace 
giant’s  $14  billion 

(£85  billion)  merger  with  Mc- 
Donnell Douglas  and  avert  a 
trade  war  with  the  US. 

The  breakthrough  came 
after  Boeing  offered  to  drop 
its  exclusive  supply  contracts 
with  three  US  airlines,  ac- 
cording to  EU  sources. 

It  also  fallowed  unusually 
Intense  diplomatic  pressure 
on  the  EU  from  the  US  admin- 
istration, starting  with  Presi- 
dent Bill  Clinton  who  rang 
several  European  leaders  — 
with  file  notable  exception  of 
President  Chirac  of  France, 
who  reiterated  his  opposition 
to  the  merger  throughout 
yesterday. 

Although  details  were  still 
being  worked  out  late  last 
night,  competition  commis- 
sioner Karel  Van  Miert  is  ex- 
pected to  announce  today  that 
the  commission  is  prepared  to 
back  the  merger,  provided 
Boeing  sticks  to  its  promises. 
Etonnal  approval  of  the  deal 
by  Brussels  may  take  until 
next  week,  however. 

The  latest  developments 
came  less  than  24  hours  be- 
fore the  20-raember  commis- 
sion was  due  to  back  Mr  Van 
Miert's  proposal  to  block  the 
merger.  The  US  had  threat- 
ened to  retaliate  against  such 
a move,  unleashing  a bitter 
trade  war  over  the  controver- 
ial  aerospace  sector. 

The  first  news  that. Boeing 
and  the  commission  might  be 
able  to  reach  a last-minute 
agreement  after  weeks  of  in- 
conclusive negotiations 
emerged  during  a meeting  of : 
EU'  foreign  ministers,  who 
ware  told  by  Mr  Van  Miert 
that  Boeing  had  made  a fur- 
ther offer. 

"He  [Mr  Van  Miert]  was 
hopefol  the  proposal  did  pro- 
vide a way  forward,  but  he 
had  to  look  at  the  detail,"  said 
Robin  Cook,  the  Foreign  Sec- 
retary. "There  is  a real  pos- 
saflity  It  wffl  be  possible  to 
reach  an  agreement,"  he 
added.  His  comments  echoed 
optimistic  remarks  earlier  in 
the  day  by  German  foreign 


Fed  to 
hold  US 


steady 


Marie  Tran  In  New  York 
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President  Clinton,  with  US  Treasury  secretary  Hubert  Rnbm  (left),  has  put  pressure  on  the  EU  photograph  joyce  naltchayan 


minister  Klaus  Ktokel,  who 
said  he  had  discussed  the 
Boeing  case  on  Monday  with 
the  US  Secretary  of  State,  Ma- 
deleine Albright 
According  to  EU  sources, 
Boeing  conceded  late  yester- 
day that  exclusivity  clauses 
would  be  dropped  from  long- 
term supply  contracts  with 
American  Airlines,  Continen- 
tal and  Delta  — a concession 


the  plane-maker  had  long 
resisted. 

EU  sources  said  Mrs  Al- 
bright had  phoned  several  EU 
foreign  ministers  to  stress  the 
US’s  backing  for  Boeing  and 
President  Clinton  had  dis- 
cussed the  case  with  one  of 
his  EU  counterparts. 

Last  week,  Mr  Clinton 
warned  that  the  US  could  take 
the  EU  to  the  World  Trade 


Organisation  or  impose  retal- 
iatory measures  if  the  com- 
mission blocked  the  Boeing- 
McDonnell  merger-  The  US 
Senate  also  instructed  Mr 
Clinton  to  retaliate. 

Washington’s  anger  reflects 
the  widespread  view  in  the 
US  that  the  commission 
wanted  to  protect  Europe’s 
Airbus  consortium  from  com- 
petition with  a strengthened 


Insurer  picks  up  the  Hambros  tab 


Roger  Cowo 


| juquidatqrs  of  the  bidder.  Ga- 


Hambros  Bank  win  not 
lose  a penny  despite  the 
multi-million  pound  cost 
of  Sts  in-judged  backing  for  the 
aborted  takeover  bW  for  the 

Co-op  earlier  this  year. 

Tbe  cash  settlement  that  ac- 
companied the  grovelling 
apology  to  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  plus  any 
Payments  eventually  due  to 


lileo,  will,  it  emerged,  come 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
hank's  insurer.  ..  . 

This  was  the  one  item  of  in- 
terest to  escape  the  blanket  of 
silence  spread  by  the  chair- 
man.  Lord  Hambro.  asjjc 
opened  his  last  annual  meet- 
3 as  head  of  the  family  mer- 
chant bank 

••I  do  understand  that 

shareholders  are  mterested 

and  concerned  about  our  role 
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In  the  CWS  matter,  but  1 hope 
you  will  understand  that,  for 
legal  reasons,  it  will  not  be' 
possible  to  make  any  farther 
wwimont  today  on  the  Norton 
Rose  report  [into  the  affair]," 
be  said. 

But  shareholders  showed 
no  concern  about  the  bank’s 
uncomfortable  position  in  the 
Co-op  affirir. 

A record  attendance  at  the 
bank’s  conference  room  near 
the  Tower  of  London  seemed 
more  concerned  with  giving 
the  chairman  a rousing  send- 
off. 

Earlier  this  month  Ham- 
bros released  the  results  of 
the  Norton  Rose  inquiry, 
commissioned  after  the  take- 
over bid  collapsed  when  it 
emerged  that  Hambros  had 


helped  the  bidders  to  circu- 
late confidential  Co-op  docu- 
ments to  financial  hackers. 

The  inquiry  said  the  behav- 
iour erf  senior  corporate  fi- 
nance staff  fell  short  of  what 
should  be  expected  and  led  to 
the  departure  of  three  top 
executives. 

But  the  bank  assured  an 
anxious  shareholder  at  yes- 
terday’s annnal  meeting  that 
the  compensation,  to  the  Co-op 
and  other  parties,  which  will 
run  info  millions  of  pounds, 
will  be  covered  by  its  profes- 
sional indemnity  insurance 
policy. 

Sir  Chips  Keswick,  who 
steps  up  from  chief  executive 
to  succeed  Lord  Hambro  as 
chairman,  said  his  old  post 
would  not  be  filled. 


Boeing.  Mr  Van  Miert,  how- 
ever, has  insisted  that  the 
merger  would  increase 
Boeing’s  already  dominant 
position  in  the  world  market 
for  big  aircraft,  taking  its 
share  of  planes  in  operation 
to  84  per  cent  He  repeatedly 
denied  that  tHp  commission's 
stance  was  political,  saying 
that  the  case  was  being 
judged  on  antitrust  grounds. 


News  in  brief 


lERAL  Reserve  chair- 
man Alan  Greenspan 
last  night  sent  the  US 
stock  market  surging  by  sig- 
nalling his  willingness  to 
leave  interest  rates  un 
changed  in  the  next  few 
months  In  the  fece  of  slowing 
demand. 

In  Ids  semi-annual  Hum- 
phrey-Hawkins  report  to  Con- 
gress, Mr  Greenspan  eased 
market  fears  of  imminent 
tightening  with  his  observa- 
tion “demand  growth  does  ap- 
pear to  have  moderated". 

The  Dow  soared  at  one 
point  almost  150  points,  back 
through  the  8000  barrier,  as 
dealers  and  analysts  balled 
Mr  Greenspan’s  comments  as 
a signal  to  buy.  "All  his  com- 
ments are  bullish,”  one  said. 

This  was  In  sharp  contrast 
to  the  tumble  caused  last  De- 
cember when  the  Fed  chair- 
man warned  of  “irrational  ex- 
uberance" in  financial  mark- 
ets. Since  then  the  Dow  has 

risen  1500  points. 

The  US  economy  grew  at  a 
searing  5£  per  cent  annual 
rate  in  the  first  quarter,  but 
Mr  Greenspan  believes  that 
the  pace  will  moderate  in  the 
second  quarter. 

Delivering  an  upbeat  as- 
sessment of  an  economy, 
which  he  described  as  a “puz- 
zle", Mr  Greenspan  noted 
that  inflation  fare  remained 
restrained  even  though  unem- 
ployment this  year  has  fallen 
near  a 25-year  low  and  the 
economic  expansion  is  now 
the  third  longest  in  history. 

The  Fed  chairman,  how- 
ever, gave  his  ritual  warning 
about  the  need  for  Fed  vigi- 
lance. “With  considerable  mo- 
mentum behind  the  expan- 
sion and  labour  market  utilis- 
ation rates  unusually  high, 
the  Fed  must  be  alert  to  the 
possibility  that  additional  ac- 
tion might  be  called  to  fore- 
stall excessive  credit  crea- 
tion," Mr  Greenspan  warned. 

But  analysts  Interpreted  his 
remarks  as  a willingness  to 
leave  rates  unchanged  until 
the  end  of  this  year  or  early 
next  year. 

Mr  Greenspan  as  well  as 
discussing  the  performance  of 
the  US  economy,  refuted  the 
notion  the  Fed  was  experi- 
menting to  see  how  East  it 
could  push  growth. 


Railtrack: 

opens  up 

Railtrack  agreed  to  greater 
public  scrutiny  of  its  manage- 
ment of  Britain’s  rail  network 
and  stations  in  a deal  with 
regulator  John  Swift  The 
move  follows  pressure  over 
the  fell  ure  to  invest  enough 
In  infrastructure. 

Ombudsman's  outburst 

Pensions  ombudsman  Dr  Ju- 
lian Farrand  accused  senior 
judges  of  undermining  his 
rale.  Delivering  his  annual 
report,  he  said:  “Alternative 
dispute  resolution  is  sup- 
pose to  be  different  from  the 
High  Court."  Mr  Justice  Rob- 
ert Walker  recently  over- 
turned his  finding  against 
National  Grid’s  use  of  a pen- 


sion fUnd  surplus  to  finance 
redundancies. 

BT  accepts  cut 

British  Telecom  accepted  that 
it  must  cut  Charges  to  rivals 
for  using  its  network  by 
28  per  cent  over  four  years. 
Regulator  Oftel  said  cheaper 
hnia  for  business  customers 
would  come  only  if  competi- 
tors passed  on  the  savings 
rather  ffam  boosting  profits. 

Chairman’s  escape 

Little  woods  chairman  James 
Ross  escaped  a maiding  from 
family  shareholders  who 
voiced  concern  at  a meeting 
in  London  at  the  failure  to  sell 
certain  stores  but  accepted 
the  decision  to  sell  others  to 
Marks  & Spencer.  Sales  crept 
up  to  esA  billion  but  pre-tax 
profits  fell  to  £85  mJZUon. 


Notebook 


Outsider  gets  on 
the  inside  track 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


EVER  since  GrandMet 
and  Guinness  revealed 
their  merger  plans  on 
May  12  there  has  been  an 
effort  by  all  those  involved  to 
denigrate  the  efforts  of  LVMH 
chairman  Bernard  Arnault  to 
derail  the  deaL  In  the  com- 
fortable headquarters  of 
Guinness  at  Portman  Square 
there  was  a belief  that  Ar- 
nault’s intentions  were  not  as 
overtly  hostile  as  appeared 
and  he  was  simply  dealing 
himself  and  LVMH's  stake- 
holders a better  hand.  So  con- 
fident in  feet  have  the  two 
companies  been  that  the 
merger  would  go  ahead  that 
detailed  planning  of  staff 
redundancies  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  two  groups 
has  already  taken  place. 

It  has  always  been  assumed 
that  when  it  comes  to  the 
messy  business  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  capitalism,  the  City  of 
London's  number  crunching 
and  tactical  mastery  will  al- 
ways see  off  the  intruder.  But 
Arnault  was  hurt  that  the 
GrandMet  and  Guinness  deal 
was  done  over  his  head  at  a 
dinner  between  Guinness 
chief  Tony  Greener  and 
George  Bull,  chairman  of 
GrandMet,  leaving  him  on  the 
sidelines.  His  counter-pro- 
posal of  a three-way  merger 
was  discounted  as  was  the  de- 
cision by  one  of  Britain's  big- 
gest fund  management 
groups.  Mercury  Asset  Man- 
agement to  sell  its  stake, 
allowing  Arnault  to  start 
building  a credible  stake  in 
Guinness  too. 

Now  the  complacency  ban 
been  truly  dented.  Advised  by 
BZW,  Arnault  Is  seeking  to 
undermine  the  symmetry  on 
which  the  deal  rises  and  falls, 
which  is  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  share  prices  of  the 
two  companies.  By  dumping 
Guinness  shares  and  buying 
GrandMet  — offering  other 
shareholders  a financial  in- 
centive to  do  so  — he  has 
pushed  the  Guinness  shares 
down  3.7  per  cent  and  Grand- 
Met stock  up  substantially, 
changing  the  arithmetic. 
Moreover,  he  is  giving  him- 
self the  opportunity  to  mar- 
shal the  forces  against  the 
deal  at  a possible  extraordi- 
nary general  meeting  or  even 
mounting  his  own  takeover 
for  GrandMet  Under  such  a 
plan,  perhaps  introducing  a 
new  party  like  US  break-up 
specialists  KKR,  GrandMef  s 
core  IDV  distilling  business 
would  be  ceded  to  LVMH  and 
Burger  King  and  PKIsbury 
sold  off  to  third  parties. 

It  is  an  Intriguing  scenario 
that  has  the  virtue  of  focusing 
on  the  great  industrial  weak- 
ness of  the  Gulnness-Grand- 
Met  link,  which  Is  the  far.it  of 
branding  coherence  between 
the  two  groups.  The  retort 
from  GrandMet  and  Guinness 
to  this  is  that  since  the  spirits 
business  is  largely  ex-growth 
— and  there  are  few  Ideas 
about  bow  to  turn  around  a 
secular  trend  — it  needs  the 


growth  from  the  other  busi- 
ness for  a dynamic  branded 
goods  company.  That  sounds 
like  post-facto  analysis.  As  of 
last  night  the  bigger  share- 
holders were  standing  firm  in 
their  support  of  the  merger. 
But  once  the  mud  slide  be- 
gins, there  may  not  be  a 
strong  enough  dam  to  prevent 
it  swamping  Tony  Greener’s 
grandiose  plan. 


Nationwide  fix 


huge 

tided  to  turn  today’s  annual 
general  meeting  of  Britain’s 
largest  building  society  Into  a 
referendum  an  mutuality.  If 
the  Nationwide  fell,  then  the 
remaining  substantial  players 
like  the  Bradford  & Blngley 
would  certainly  feel  the  same 
pressures. 

In  some  respects  Mr  Da- 
vies’s high  profile  campaign 
was  less  of  a gamble  than 
imagined.  For  a start,  the  op- 
position at  today's  annual 
general  meeting,  led  by  rebel 
Michael  Hardem,  may  have 
been  well  intentioned  but  was 
distinctly  quirky.  So  quirky 
in  feet  that  it  changed  its 
mind  half  way  through  its 
rebellion,  allowing  Nation- 
wide to  point  out  the 
discrepancies. 

But  throughout  the  whole 
process  Mr  Davies  held  all  the 
aces.  With  its  large  advertis- 
ing budget  the  society  has 
been  able  to  point  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  building  societies, 
helped  a little  by  the  Bank  erf 
England.  As  it  has  ratcheted 
up  interest  rates,  the  Nation- 
wide has  been  more  able  to 
demonstrate  the  benefits  to 
mortgage  customers  of  mutu- 
ality than  Its  peers  which  con- 
verted. The  other  weapon  it 
has  deployed  is  its  branch 
staff  who  were  assisting  con- 
fused customers  to  complete 
their  ballot  papers.  Whether 
this  constitutes  fair  tactics 
would  be  up  to  the  Electoral 
Reform  Society  or  even  the 
Building  Societies  Commis- 
sion to  adjudicate. 

The  best  result  for  everyone 
in  the  UK’s  financial  services 
industry  is  that  Nationwide’s 
status  remains  the  same,  pro- 
viding plurality  on  the  high 
street  and  competition  to  the 
new  pics.  That  may  seem 
harsh  to  some  Nationwide 
members,  but  they  stand  to 
benefit  from  choice,  cheaper 
mortgages  and  better  deposit 
rates  over  the  longer  hauL 


Greenspan’s  roll 

initial  market  reac- 
tion to  Alan  Greenspan’s 
half-yearly  testimony  to 
Congress  was  one  of  joy.  The 
ever  vigilant  Federal  Reserve 
chairman  made  it  clear  that 
he  was  not  in  the  business  of 
running  experiments  with  the 
American  economy,  by  seeing 
how  far  unemployment  fell 
before  overheating  sets  in. 
But  neither  Is  Mr  Greenspan 
showing  no  signs  of  panic: 
with  the  US  economy  show- 
ing some  signs  of  subsiding 
and  the  inflation  forecast 
tumbling,  he  seemed  to  rule 
out  precipitate  action.  Cer- 
tainly, a quarter  point  here  or 
there  on  the  tiller  of  the  fed- 
eral funds  rate  appears  un- 
likely to  halt  the  current  Wall 
Street  bandwagon. 


BATin£1bn 
Mexico  roll-up 


Roger  Covra 


AT  Industries,  the 
tobacco  group,  took 
time  off  from  the  rig- 
ours of  US  litigation  over 
health  claims  yesterday  to 
splash  out  £1  billion  building 
a presence  in  Mexico. 

BAT  will  acquire  Cigarerra 
La  Modema  (CLM),  the  coun- 
try's leading  manufacturer 
with  three  fectories  malting 


brands  such  as  Raleigh,  Boots 
and  Montana.  These  are  In 
the  top  five  domestic  brands, 
giving  the  company  half  erf 
the  national  market. 

CLM  also  grows  and  pro- 
cesses tobacco  leaf,  which 
BAT  said  would  fit  well  in  its 
worldwide  leaf  business,  espe- 
cially because  Mexico  escapes 
US  import-quota  restrictions. 

The  company  has  spare 
manufacturing  capacity 
which  BAT  aims  to  use  for 
low-cost  production  of  its  own 
brands  for  export  markets 
elsewhere  in  central  and 
southern  America. 

BAT  chief  executive  Martin 
Broughton  said:  “This  acquisi- 


tion offers  us  the  rare  opportu- 
nity to  buy  a sizeable  and  very 
profitable  player  in  a growth 
market"  It  would  provide  a 
short-term  opportunity  in 
Mexico  and  long-term  growth 
potential  elsewhere  in  the 
region,  and  would  be  neutral 
for  earnings  In  its  first  year. 

The  cash  outlay  win  In- 
crease BAT’S  debts  to  65  per 
cent  of  shareholder  funds. 

CLM  was  owned  by  BAT  be- 
fore being  sold  in  the  1970s 
because  of  restrictions  on  for- 
eign investments. 

BAT  will  pay  $1  billion 
(£600  million}  in  cash  and 
take  on  $212  million  of  CLM 
debts.  The  group  will  also  pay 
¥500  million  in  loan  notes 
repayable  in  three  years' 
time.  CLM  had  net  assets  at 
the  end  of  last  year  of 
5367  million.  It  reported  sales 
of  $794  million  and  trading 
profits  of  580  million. 

The  British  tobacco  and  in- 
surance group,  which  reports 
half-year  results  next  Wednes- 
day, is  awaiting  the  outcome 
of  us  government  interven- 
tion in  flie  settlement  of  health 
compensation  litigation. 
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12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 


TIm  CtaanSian  Wednesduy  Jafersa  a*? 


CBI  backs  single  currency 


* * 


nemesis  is, 


Brown  says  no  to 
uniform  VAT  rates 


Simon  Beavis 
and  Richard  Thomas 


THE  Government’s 
efforts  to  mend  Brit- 
ain’s battered  rela- 
tions with  the  rest 
of  Europe  were 
boosted  yesterday  as  the  CBL 
for  the  first  time,  came  out 
strongly  in  favour  of  joining  a 
single  currency. 

But  the  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown,  immediately  found 
himself  on  a collision  course 
with  Brussels  only  hours 
later  when  he  threatened  to 
fight  attempts  to  harmonise 


VAT  across  the  European 
Union  and  to  use  Britain’s 
veto  if  necessary . 

Announcing  the  results  of  a 
four-month  consultation  with 
members,  the  CBI  said  that  it 
was  now  firmly  in  favour  of 
joining  EMU  provided  it  was 
properly  established  and  not 
I botched.  But  the  employers' 
organisation,  which  briefed 
Tony  Blair  and  Mr  Brown  on 
its  new  position  last  week, 
made  it  clear  Britain  would 
not  be  ready  to  join  in  1999 
and  said  it  would  prefer  to  see 
the  project  delayed  to  ensure 
the  single  currency  was 
started  on  a sound  footing. 


Pressed  to  say  when  Britain 
might  be  ready  to  join.  NIall 
FitzGerald,  bead  of  Unilever 
and  leader  of  the  CBI’s 
Europe  committee,  said: 
“Reasonably  soon  . . . cer- 
tainly within  five  years.” 

Hie  Institute  of  Directors  — 
which  has  often  been  fer- 
vently anti-EMU  — appeared 
to  soften  its  line  last  night, 
welcoming  the  CBI*s  new  pol- 
icy stance.  But  policy  director 
Ruth  Lea  made  it  dear  that 
due  saw  no  chance  of  Britain 
being  sufficiently  aligned 
with  other  European  econo- 
i mies  to  membership 

: possible  within  that  time 
frame.  “Five  years  is  not  real- 
istic.” she  said. 

The  CBFs  call  came  as  the 
Chancellor  adopted  a tough 
stance  against  any  interfer- 
ence in  the  UK’s  tax  system 
from  Brussels-  Quizzed  by  the 
Commons  Treasury  select 
committee  on  possible  Euro- 


pean legal  challenges  to  the 
zero-rating  at  food,  children's 
clothes,  books  and  news- 
papers, Mr  Brown  said  he  was 
determined  to  defend  national 
autonomy  would  resort  to 

the  British  veto  if  necessary. 

“Any  attempt  at  harmoni- 
sation in  these  matters  would 
have  to  have  unanimity  and 
we  would  resist  with  our  own 
veto  if  there  was  an  attempt 
to  do  so,”  he  said. 

“We  have  also  made  strenu- 
ous efforts  to  remind  the 
European  Union  that  any 
backdoor  attempts  at  forcing 
tax  rises  or  changes  an  us 
would  be  resisted  as  welL" 

The  Chancellor's  comments 
came  as  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  — which 
praised  the  new  Govern- 
ment’s flying  start  — called 
for  a debate  over  the  VAT  ex- 
emption of  certain  goods. 

Mr  Brown  restated  the  Gov- 
ernment's position  on  the 


single  currency,  stressing  ’ 


anisic  i.uiigiisj, 

, that  while  the  UK  would  meet 
i all  the  Maastricht  criteria  for 
entry,  a “hard-beaded”  deei- 
, sion  would  have  to  made  at 
; the  time. 

In  particular,  be  s-iiH  one  of 
the  key  tests  would  be 
whether  the  business  cycles 
in  different  European  econo- 
mies were  in  harmony.  “Our 
position  is  that  while  we  see 
advantages  in  principle,  there 
are  Formidable  obstacles.  We 
are  keeping  options  open  and 
we  will  make  a decision  once 
we  know  all  the  facts,"  be  told 
MPs. 

With  the  strength  of  the 
pound  — which  yesterday 
dosed  up  again  at  DM3.04 
against  the  German  mark  — 
fuelling  business  backing  for 
a single  currency,  the  Chan- 
cellor said  be  was  aware  of 
the  impact  of  sterling’s 
strength  on  exporters.  He  was 
agicpri  if  his  deficit-cutting 


budget  would  ease  the  up- 
wards pressure  on  interest 
rates  — which  is  thought  to 
have  accelerated  the  pound's 
rise.  “1  think  that  will  he  the 
effect,  yes.  over  the  medium- 
term,”  he  said,  “by  reducing 
pressure  that  would  exist 
otherwise.” 

The  CBI  said  94  per  cent  of 
members  had  backed  entry 
into  EMU  and  it  urged  the 
Government  to  adopt  Its 
stance  swiftly. 

In  the  consultation  exercise 
only  6 per  cent  of  CBI  mem- 
bers had  ruled  out  entry  alto- 
gether. About  42  per  cent  had 
plumped  for  joining  "as  early 
as  practicable”,  while  52  per 
cent  had  voted  tor  the  notion 
that  joining  was  “desirable  in 
principle". 

Mr  FitzGerald  said  that  the 
UK’s  position  In  the  economic 
cycle  would  make  entry  on 
January  1,  1999  “unlikely", 
even  if  the  others  went  ahead. 
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Freelance  butler 
prepares  to  sit 
at  top  table,  write 
Lina  Saigol  and 
Richard  MBes 


tower  dr  the  Ain  xrh&a 
sect,  has  ran  taken  to  stand 
ing  outside  a branch  ofBrad- 
ford  a BtogSay  In  §tt  effort  tb 
lobby  members  and  appee* 
ing  in  a brant*  of  Britannia 


Building  Society  dad  In  aottf 
ing  but  a yaooar  dug  ring 
granattf  teatiferaUroiri.  - 

He  bat  not  stwiyz  besn  te 
favour  oT  conventott  In  1999. 
when  Abbey  National  derided 
to  become  a bank,  he  was 


Michael  H*rd#m 

was  more  the  polite 
butler  than  the  hn- 
pessionad  rebel  as* 
stream  of  visitors  caQed  at  his 
door  yesterday. 

IT  the  seif-proclaimed  car- 
petbagger-in-chief and  his 
four  allies  are  elected  to  the 
Nationwide.  Building  Society 
board  today  it  will  be  a tri- 
umph fear  aggressive  cam- 
paigning. 

At  his  home  in  London's 
West  find  yesterday,  how- 
ever. be  was  deferentially  in 
role  for  his  day  job  as  free- 
lance butler,  napkin  draped 
over  his  arm  as  he  served 
refreshments  to  callers. 

“The  whole  experience  has 
been  a cross  between  Gilbert , 
and  Sullivan,  and  a Carry  On  , 
film.”  he  said,  as  he  sipped  I 
from  the  bottle  of  designer 
beer. 

Despite  talk  of  U-turns  in 
his  battle  to  force  Nationwide, 
the  biggest  remaining  build- 
ing society,  to  convert  Mr 
Hardern  was  sticking  to  his 
guns.  Even  if  the  society 
refused  to  Boat  on  the  stock 
market  It  would  still  be  poss- 
ible to  twvt  out  wlndfeus  of 
between  £1,000  and  £3400  to 
all  members  through  the 
issue  of  debt,  he  insisted. 

“If  I am  elected,  anything 
can  happen.  We  may  become 
an  information  society,  not  a 
building  society.  People  wiH 
be  sitting  In  a coffee  shop,  a 
waiter  will  come  ovsr  to  them 
and  give  them  several  mort- 
mm  notions  to  **********  from. 
Other  banks  and  building 
societies  make  it  hard  for 
their  customers.  Well  make  it 
easy.” 

His  attempts  to  peratade 


Outlook/Menzies  chairman  has  sorry  send-off  as  group  faces  steep  learning  curve,  says  Ian  King 


find 
child’s 
play 
not  so 


IT  WAS  not  the  send-off 
John  MenzifiS,  nhalrman  of 
the  newspaper  retailer  and 
distributor  which  is  his 
namesake,  would  have 
wanted. 

Mr  Menzies,  who  stands 
down  in  September  after  46 
years  in  charge  of  the  clan- 
nish, Edinburgh-based  busi- 
ness founded  by  his  great- 
grandfather, yesterday 
announced  his  final  set  offUH- 
year  results  — a near  15  per 
cent  collapse  in  pre-tax  prof- 
its to  £30.6  million. 

The  departure  of  Britain's 
longest-serving  pic  chairman, 
announced  in  January,  is  i 
likely  to  prove  a prelude  to  a 
number  of  changes,  not  least 
in  the  boardroom,  where  Mr 
Menzies  is  to  be  replaced  by 
Gavin  Reed,  formerly  of  Scot- 
tish & Newcastle. 

But  the  real  power  will  lie 
with  David  Mackay,  cur- 
rently group  managing  direc- 
tor, who  will  become  chief 
executive. 

Mr  Mackay  was  smacking 
his  lips  yesterday  at  the  pros- 
pect of  shaking  up  Menzies, 
talking  about  “seizing  the  op- 
portunity” to  reinforce  the 
changes  needed  in  the  com- 
pany, while  even  Mr  Menzies 
was  warning  mournfully  that 
the  resulting  overhaul  was 
likely  to  prove  painfUL 
The  first  area  the  new  man- 
agement team  is  likely  to 
address  is  the  retailing  arm, 
where  operating  profits 
dipped  and  sales  were  static, 
and  in  particular  Early 
Learning  Centre,  the  group’s 
troubled  children’s  chain. 

After  years  of  dominating 
the  market  in  toddlers'  toys, 
peddling  a range  of  worthy 
education-based  goods  aimed 
at  middle-class  families, 
ELC’s  thunder  has  been 
stolen  by  the  likes  of  Wool- 
worth.  Argos,  Boots  and  — es- 
pecially — brash  American 
rival  Toys  *R’  Us. 

At  the  same  time,  ELC  has 


iKkMKliMj**** 


■mans  than  opposing  nota- 
tion. But  the  hugs  rewards  oo 
offer  converted  1dm  and  be 
has  sine*  reaped  thousands  in 
windfalls, 

A few  years  ago  be  founded 
Members,  for  Conversion,  .* 
group  of  speculators  who 
want  to  tap  Iran  the  hidden 
value  of  building  societies 
and  mutual  Insurers.  The 
Guardian's  personal  finance 
desk  was  swamped  with  cilia 
when  be  published  his  carpet- 
bagger's guide  last  year, 
promising  pay-outs  of  up  to 
£40,000. 

He  attributes  his  dogged 
pursuit  dr  the  tost  and  easy 
buck  to  an  obsession  with  Mo- 
nopoly when  he  was  eight, 
reinforced  at  age  13  when  he 
realised  his  grandfather,  a 
Sc  illy  Isles  dairy  farmer, 
could  make  more  money  by 
playing  the  stock  market. 

1ft  win.  1 want  the  Nation- 
wide to  buy  the  Scftly  Isles 
from  Prince  Charles  and  give 
them  to  me  as  a thank-you 
present.  I wifi  also  make  ail 
nationals  of  the  Scilly  Isles 
honorary  members  of  the  Na- 
tionwide,1' be  said  tongue-in- 
cheek. 

Should  Mr  Harden*  and  his 
four  associates  win  seats  on 
Nationwide's  board,  then  It 
wtU  not  simply  be  a matter  of 
windfalls  for  million  mem- 
bers. His  victory  is  seen  as 
sounding  the  death- knell  for 
the  building  society,  move- 
ment and  150  years  of 
mutuality. 

Nationwide  chief  executive 
Brian  Davis  has  already  com- 
mitted the  society  to  a review 
of  its  strategy  if  the  carpet- 
baggers triumph  — 
apparently  a rare  example  of 
building  society  members  in- 
fluencing directors'  actions. 

And  if  the  carpet  bagger  in- 
chlef  loses?  “Fm  going  to  be 
very  upset  After  all,  £ have 
put  a lot  of  effort  Into  this. 
But  the  Hare  Krishnas  have 
helped  me  through  this.  1 
have  just  bought  a new  boat 
sol  think  IH  sail  away." 


the  maiiapmwmg  Of  hn  lifting 

societies  to  shed  their  mutual 
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Look  and  learn . . .Early  Learning  Centre’s  worthy  focus  on  educating  toddlers  has  become  a liability  for  the  Menzies  group  photixsw**  judah  passow 


societies  to  shed  their  mutual 
status  and  pay  out  millions  of 
pounds  in  windfalls  have  not 
always  met  with  success.  He 
has  been  expelled  from  sev- 
eral, including  Birmingham 
Midshires,  the  next  Institu- 
. tion  tipped  to  convert. 

Mr  Hardern,  aged  40,  a 
maths  graduate  from  Bristol 
University  and  one-time  fid- 


been  hit  by  its  narrow  focus 
on  the  under-fives  market, 
leaving  it  vulnerable  to 
changes  in  fashion  and  demo- 
graphics. 

The  scars  were  evident  yes- 
terday when  Menzies  admit- 
ted ELC’s  problems  were 
largely  to  blame  for  retail 
profits  plunging  from 
£11.6  million  to  £4.7  million, 
while  current  trading  at  ELC 
is  down  6 per  cent  on  this 
time  last  year. 

Since  Menzies  announced  j 
an  overhaul  of  ELC  earlier 
this  year  it  is  thought  to  have 
been  discreetly  hawking  the 
chain  around  the  City,  but  all 
the  offers  received  were  too 
low. 

So  Menzies  has  removed 
chief  executive  Ian  Duncan 
and  managing  director 
Andrew  Crankshaw.  Their 
replacements  are  to  be  named 
shortly. 

At  the  same  time.  ELC  will 
offer  more  lines  to  appeal  to 
older  customers,  although 
Menzies  will  have  to  be  care- 
ful not  to  alienate  the  chain's 
core  customers. 

Mr  Mackay  said  yesterday". 
"We  know  that  consumers 
Like  to  shop  at  ELC  and  we 
are  making  the  changes  nec- 
essary to  ensure  that  they 


continue  to  do  so.  Despite  cur- 
rent trading  difficulties,  we 
remain  convinced  that  ELC  is 
capable  of  generating  greater 
value  than  we  could  achieve 
through  a disposal." 

Menzies'  eponymous  retail 
operation  is  faring  slightly 
better  than  ELC.  although  it, 
too,  is  suffering  in  tough  mar- 
ket conditions. 

In  many  ways  it  is  being 
buffeted  by  the  same  forces 
blighting  WH  Smith,  although 
it  should  receive  an  uplift 
from  the  recently  announced 
deal  with  London  Transport 
which  will  see  70  John  Men- 
zies outlets  opened  at  Tube 
stations  over  the  next  year  or 
so. 

It  was  not  all  bad  news  yes- 
terday. By  contrast  with  the 
difficulties  on  the  retail  side, 
the  distribution  arm  contin- 
ues to  do  welL  cranking  up 
operating  profits  by  £28.7  mil- 
lion in  a difficult  market 

But  it  is  In  retail  and  at 
ELC  that  Mr  Mackay  has  his 
work  cut  out  and  sentiment 
towards  John  Menzies  shares 
is  decided.  At  420p,  down 
13'/>p.  they  now  stand  at  a sig- 
nificant discount  to  the  rest  of 
the  retail  sector.  They  will 
continue  to  do  so  until  better 
news  emerges. 
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ITV  licence  changes  Rail  ventures  whip  up 
will  ease  cash  blight  profits  at  Stagecoach 


necessarily. 


Maggie  Brown 
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[HE  Independent  Televi- 
sion Commission  wants 


I a radical  shake-up  of  the 
ITV  licence  system  in  a move 
that  will  ease  the  burdens  of 
the  discredited  competitive, 
blind  auctions  set  up  by  Mar- 
garet Thatcher's  1990  Broad- 
casting ACL 

The  proposals,  to  be  an- 
nounced today,  should  cut  the 
amount  the  companies  pay  to 
the  Treasury  from  1999  and 
protect  spending  on  pro- 
grammes as  competition  from 
satellite  and  cable  intensifies 

The  opportunity  arises  be- 
cause licences  that  began  in 
1993  can  be  renewed  for  10 
years  from  any  point  from 
January  1,  1999  to  December 
31.2001 

Last  year  ITV  tender  pay- 
ments totalled  £402  million. 
The  ITC  says  the  moves  are 
“in  recognition  of  the  uncer- 
tainties” facing  the  network. 

It  plans  that  ITV  regional 
franchises,  GMTV  and  Tele- 
text should  switch  to  an  ad- 
justed system  in  which  the 
lion's  share  of  payments  wiH 
be  directly  related  to  revenue.  : 


When  setting  the  new  levels 
It  would  also  take  account  of 
the  spread  of  pay  television, 
Channel  5,  TTYs  audience 
share,  advertising  rate  and 
the  rising  cost  of  certain 
rights  such  as  sport 

The  new  arrangements 
should  significantly  cut  back 
the  fixed  cash  payments  that 
have  blighted  the  fortunes  of 
companies  that  acknowledge 
they  overbid,  such  as  GMTV. 
Yorks  hire-Tyne  Tees  and 
HTV  were  also  high  bidders 
and  are  likely  to  seek  early 
release. 

But  other  operators,  includ- 
ing low  bidders  Central  and 
Scottish  who  both  gamMed  Jjy 
submitting  low  annual  bids  of 
£2.000,  may  face  an  increased 
burden.  The  ITC  says  there 
will  be  some  increases  in 
payments. 

The  new  system  for  the 
renewed  licences  is  formally 
set  out  today  in  a long- 
awaited  consultation 
document 

The  ITC  adds  that  it  is  “not 
minded”  to  make  significant 
changes  to  redraw  the  map  of 
ITV.  It  would  also  scupper 
any  move  to  unite  Carlton 
andLWT. 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  EdHor 


STAGECOACH,  the  bus 
and  rail  group  that 
has  made  the  Souter 
family  seriously  rich  and 
some  Home  Counties  com- 


muters seriously  angry, 
marked  aretormy  year  yes- 
terday by  almost  tripling 
profits  to  £120  million. 

The  company,  which 
began  in  Perth  with  a mini- 
bus, now  plans  to  expand  in 
continental  Europe. 

Its  record  results,  which 
followed  a £43.6  million 
profit  a year  ago.  have  been 
assisted  by  acquisition  of 
the  rolling  stock  company 
Porterbrook.  This  helped 
raise  its  turnover  by  130 
per  cent  to  £1.15  billion. 

Brian  Souter.  Stage- 
coach’s executive  chair- 
man. said  the  rail  acquisi- 
tions had  turned  the  UK 
bus  market  leader  into  a 
more  broadly  based  trans- 
port business  with  “signifi- 
cant international  inter- 
ests”. It  recently  bought ! 
Swebus,  Scandinavia’s 
largest  coach  and  bus  oper- 


ator- Mr  Souter  suggested 
its  success  at  South  West 
Trains,  in  spite  of  being 
fined  by  the  rail  franchise 
director  for  cancelling 
some  services,  could  lead  to 
other  rail  ventures. 

The  £900,0000  fine  and 
£1.5  million  of  voluntary 
compensation  to  irate  pas- 
sengers had  no  discernible 
impact  on  the  company's 
fortunes.  Its  shares  rose 
sharply  after  the  results 
were  published  to  a high  of 
765p  before  falling  to  731p. 

Keith  Cochrane,  the 
group’s  finance  director, 
ruled  out  large  acquisitions 
In  Britain  because  of  high 
prices  and  the  threat  of 
tougher  controls-  SWT  has 
been  bolstered  by  a £60  mil- 
lion grant  from  the  Govern- 

I ment  in  the  past  12  months. 

He  said  the  group  was 
hoping  fo  set  up  another 
continental  European  ven- 
ture, but  admitted  that  its 
African  business  remained 
a worry.  Kenya  was  af- 
fected by  renewed  political 
turmoil  and  the  Malawi 
business  was  seeing  mar- 
gins suffer  from  “unregu- 
lated competition”. 


Join  Mercury's  UKLink  now  and  get  up  to  10  hours  of 
long  distance  business  calls  free  every  month. 


If  your  business  spenA  jQSOa  month  or  more  bit 
phone  calls,  you  can  cam  up  to  lOhours  of  calls  a month 


free  of  charge.  AD  you  have  to  do  is  join  Metrury  s j «» 

UKLink  package.  Not  only  will  you  earn  free  calls,  j J"",,TU 


fkcEPcwr  m& — ■ - 

Mn  MRVMKx  w INITUIt  WftNUH, 


MERCURY 

C«HM<INIC4Tlf«> 


youTl  also  save  39*  - | 


| . nitarsMt  naju 


against  B77i  bade  rate 


on  a 5 minute  UK  long  distance  call  made  between 


8ta^6|mwt^cau,n<^orc^d*«wv«  j tt  doesn't  cost  anything*;.- 

md  get  hours  o:  nec  calls  rvrrv  momh  unci  Deormbrr.  {_ - - i~****^*ii  0500 j 
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Racing 


Stoute  dithers  but  Gosden  confirms  Shantou  a definite  runner  in  Saturday's  big  race  at  Ascot  Graham  Rock  reports 

Pilsudski  may  miss  King  George 


WITH  doubts  grow- 
ing about  the  par- 
ticipation of  pn- 

sudski  in  the  King 
George  VI  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. Diamond  Stakes,  his 
Hardwicke  Stakes  conqueror, 
Predappio,  was  the  best- 
hacked  horse  yesterday  for 
the  big  race  at  Ascot  on 
Saturday.  . 

Michael  Stoute  is  worried 
that  the  going  will  be  too  firm  ! 
for  Pilsudski  and  he  intends  j 
to  walk  the  course  tomorrow  1 
before  making  a decision.  ! 

While  bis  Coral-Eclipse  1 
winner  is  among  the  best 
middle-distance  horses  in  the  I 
world,  Pilsudski  is  a big,  1 
heavy-topped  individual 
whose  season  might  be  cur- 
tailed prematurely  if  he  be- 
came jarred  up. 

“Pilsudski  is  in  very  good 
shape,  he’s  never  looted  bet- 
ter, but  If  Hie  ground  dried  up 
we  would  have  to  think  about 
whether  to  go  with  him,"  said 
the  trainer. 

The  ground  at  Ascot  is  offi- 
cially good  to  firm,  good  in 
places,  and  Nick  Cheyne, 
clerk  of  the  course,  said  he 
would  water  as  required,  in- 
cluding on  Friday  night  if 
necessary. 

The  weather  is  expected  to 
be  warm  for  the  remainder  of 
the  week,  with  thundery 
showers,  so  the  ground  for 
this  intriguing  race  will  not 
be  known  until  a few  hours 
before  the  horses  leave  the 
stalls. 

John  Gosden  confirmed 
yesterday  that  Shantou  will 
definitely  run  and  has  booked 
Gary  Hind  for  his  runner 
while  Ray  Cochrane  will  part- 
no-  outsider  Strategic  Choice. 
Hind,  a stalwart  of  the  Gos- 
den  team,  has  been  handed 
the  mount  following  Frankie 
Dettori’s  switch  to  Singspiel 
in  the  Ascot  race. 

Dettori  is  recognised  as  the 
only  jockey  who  can  get  on 
with  the  difficult  Shantou  — 
the  likes  of  Michael  Kinane 
and  Pat  Eddery  are  among 
those  that  have  failed  to  gel 
with  the  colt. 

So  Gosden  has  turned  to 


, ('"I 
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Making  his  mark . . . Invermark  (right)  just  holds  on  from  Awesome  Wells  and  Marsnl  in  a tight  finish  at  Yarmouth 


PHOTOGRAPH  ALBAN  DONOHOG 


Hind,  who  has  partnered  the 
horse  once  before  and  will  be 
familiar  with  bis  idiosyncra- 
sies, to  take  the  reins.  Despite 
the  move  LaHhrritee  pushed 
out  last  year's  St  Leger  win- 
ner to  25-1  from  16's. 

Hill's  knocked  out  Pilsud- 
ski to  11-2  from  7-2;  both 
Coral  and  the  Tote  lengthened 
Helissio  from  6-4  to  13-8, 
while  Ladbrokes  made  the  op- 
posite change. 

The  one  horse  universally 
supported  was  Predappio, 
widely  available  at  14-1  in  the 


morning,  but  now  11-2  with 
Hill’s,  and  best-priced  8-1 
with  Coral  and  Ladbrokes. 

Godolphin  have  both  Pre- 
dappio and  Swain  in  the  Wng 
George,  but  their  Cherry  Hin- 
ton winner  Asfarah  will  prob- 
ably miss  the  Princess  Mhrga- 
ret  Stakes. 

“A  final  decision  will  be 
made  in  the  morning,”  said 
Simon  Crisford  yesterday, 
“but  at  this  stage  it  is  likely 
that  she  win  wait  for  the 
Heinz  57  Phoenix  Stakes  at 
Leopardstown  in  a fortnight." 


Mishraak  straightforward  choice  to  beat  Mislead 

MISHRAAK  showed  im- 1 Twilight  Sleep  won  at  [ in  the  Alliance  and  Leices- 
p roved  form  to  beat  Southwell  last  month  for  ter  Handicap. 


I Vlproved  form  to  beat 
Mislead  by  two  and  a half 
lengths  when  dropped  back 
to  five  furlongs  at  Folke- 
stone a fortnight  ago, 
writes  Graham  Rock. 

He  won  easily,  and  even 
on  7lb  worse  terms  Mish- 
raak (7.00)  is  expected  to 
defeat  his  old  rival  again  in 
the  Wilson  Bowden  Nurs- 
ery at  Leicester  tonight. 


Twilight  Sleep  won  at 
Southwell  last  month  for 
Lord  Huntingdon,  hut  he 
was  claimed  by  Martin 
Pipe’s  father,  David,  for 
£9,000.  Sent  to  Chester  next 
time  with  Kevin  Darley 
again  in  the  saddle.  Twi- 
light Sleep  (8.00)  ran  well 
when  second  to  Veridian, 
and  the  same  combination, 
of  horse  and  jockey,  can 
pick  up  the  winning  thread 


in  thg  Alliance  and  Leices- 
ter Handicap. 

A neck  separated  Opera 
King  and  Trident  when  the 
pair  were  second  and  third 
respectively  behind  Haami 
at  the  Newmarket  July 
meeting. 

They  clash  again  in  the 
Jennifer's  Diary  Maiden 
Stakes  at  Sandown  and  this 
time  Trident  (6.45)  should 
take  his  revenge. 
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Bath  with  form  guide 


6BAHAMBQCK 

215  sRsatortun  Peppers 

2.45  Samara  Song  MghtWnk 

3.15  AMM  Owns 

3.46  TMnpasFtgtt  Tempts  ftps 

4.15  Mssftno  Lnflori 

4.45  victory  Tam  victory  Tam 

Left-tended  track  of  Just  owr  ton  4f  nil  In  wtfch  rises  all  Vie  way  » me  finish. 
Separate  extension  for  races  over  & 51  lBiyds. 

Going:  Rmt  * Denotes  bknterc.  • Top  form  rated. 

Draw;  Urn  ranters  ae  sight)*  tamed 

Long  iManea  Wtatam  Its  Al  Ftetativs  (3  45)  & AnseSman  (.445),  J Berry,  tans.  213 
mfles:  Redan  QS»  (2.15).  L Cumara.  Sift*,  157  rates;  Brighter  Bytart  w.15).  N Qrrtam. 
Suffolk.  157  rates.  Poor  Champ  (3.15),  s woods,  Suffolk,  157  mtes,  Mfeaftrtire  R.i5)  & 
Fannost  0.15}.  Sir  M Prescott.  Sulk*  157  mtes.  Landlord  (415).  P Bowen.  Dyfed.  133 
Kites:  Mgtn  Wink  (2.45),  G L Moore.  E Sussex.  126  mBes. 

Seven  day  wtanorc  2.15  Msstotuna  & 4 45  Hart  To  Figure. 

Mteerad  first  flaw:  None.  Viewer t None. 

Figures  h bratete  aHer  horse  s name  denote  teys  since  last  ouong.  J Jumps. 


TOP FORM 

Peppers 
MghtWnk 
Dmm 
Torque  FagO 


QRCHAROLBGH  UMITB3  STAKES 

1 m 3f  144yds  £2.670  (B  declared) 


IB  OIXHB 

Ip)  -EOT) 

3(9  506Z3B 

4B  302620 

IQ  0-0006 

Sxw 
000-1 

«HJ  04-06 

BaUteF  7-4  UESt 
Jam  SMc.  25-1 1 


vstnwy  re 
..a  Haiti  wee 


-3 . I Ftrecfc  n w 

5-1  Ruaan  Oho.  1 1-7  Far  linage.  7-1  Ntapon  Knott.  Stock.  15-1 


O >1  C BE  KOPffUL  MEMORIAL  HANDICAP 

4.I43 1 m £3,556  {7  declared) 

1(4  413011  Saatr Tn  « (71m)  (D)  J Batter  IP-IO-O R ftwKh  p)  M 

2 3 IHAO  Mtemi'H«Tls7o-IO  -.-CUNrtM-H  W 

sin  00M65  MeHawnmmGLWDons-e-: a mnaarti  weo 

40  04-560  Hoohb  Damnt  (S)  I Raktig  3-8-12 I Do|tl  >1 

ss  » sssaKessix  •_ . ■ -ras  s 

7 pi  8023  SnaraSMB  (&)  I 4-6-3 _ S Sm  M 

BMRp  2-1  Eta  hpaiM,  7-2  Sooq  Ton.  5-1  NgM  «Wl  Sanaa  Song,  7-1  Final  SOD.  6-1  Patti  s to  10-1 
toroon  Comes. 

HMtt  BBBE  * sonar  Tm  Hoattay  ow  3 nl  led  «ra»  Inal  krtra,  iudea  out  mu  a Bnohsm  im  Man,  Rn. 
tmia  Tun  tallrte  teeUWiA  rc  lit  pranaiBd  om  51.  era  el  a ta)  7L  U Bita  Item  MW  nan 

dr  KFdrtgtn.  iBPi  d 20. 19  betail  Fatal  at  Ntnanaifei  ii»  tan.  Mfm  to—  fnaauwt  Pionmnt  uU 
atonal  lal  4.  IMi  rf  14, 241  behm  Mary  a Dowaste  Ira  3 mOv  Gd-Sa  Haa  tmurtet  ProuneA.  ham 
Me  raw  a eat.  am  ctana  kett  IM  tain,  on  oa  Ml  2M  d 9.  M tatad  CWtooni*  a Ban  !m  neap  to- 


rn Patty*  Bck  In  Udi  to  aeefceMB mb  3 at  8®  ol  1 J.  51  befmd  MmI  Rmu«  Vfindn  im  boo, 01 
5am  Star  RU  tu  tutor  a «,  an  m ire  pace  hel  iaa  3rd  of  15.  a tthnl  Emin  Oh  a Stem 
lowidn  f*i 


a§  E WEST  UTUETON  UMITH)  STAKES 

I 1 9lm  2f  46yds  £3,420  (6  declared) 


-01(04  Ntt  CHIMP  tarns  Utah  4-s^i ...  RRnacan 

IOP-4  Atabk  im  m w Hon  6-9-4 Fad  tBdmt 

221  oo  imit raaantsoM 4-»-4  s mm 

122/D-  S&dUn  Hkwi  [HQ  F Jmtan  5-9-4  — S Sadn 

401  ^nbaa  WRCfff  3-8-10 KROa 

533  Dam  (IQ  W k CMttn  3-5-0 T Sprakaa 

u-10  Omm.  3-1  PUta  Oonp.  4-1  AUt*  11-2  teacs  Race.  10-1  FarmL  33-1  Sttng  Mono. 


* taeadHy  ner  61  mu.  vePca etS  ms  3)  <u.  4#t  ol  8. 13  tahnd  Dandi 
-ra  Wklc  Outsort  a at  safM  on  tan  hrtmg  4BidI  6.  a beftM  Caotn) 
to^Fenmat  Sta*rtD5«fc.*«an  Wind-toiag  oel  wml  PHUe 
ImSUehaMaKNHaimMBiBeaaFiinn  iaai<42i  . 33tetmi 
i Stt  Spm  nca;  Made  most  omai  al  am  a Bail  im  twin  act  Cd-Si 
db  m ihMev  and  lEHtnay  ono  2 at  ran  m one  pace  Aral  luing.  in  ol  11. 
3 3y  adv  EkLFar 


o vl  EEA-F.  HHJCSHAM  NOVICE  STAKES  ZYO 

OteHl95f£a311  (4  declared) 


341  Hntornd- 
42135  FflrtTc«po 


RttmnfM. 

B Paing  B-13 


3(2)  0122  Dan  RnR  (O  (D)  B tttiai  B-1T tDatfilMO 

4(i)  41  bMUM (37) (u) J Beny S-9 CIMtarp}  BO 

Bstt«  11-0  HcmsotL  2-1  lanu  FupL  3-1  ta  Ml  toM.  8-1  Faa  Tempo 

FOBM  BUM  - Huotiwwat  Watt  * ettanad  ctar  hol  tatng.  nwfcnaMy.  ran  M Ovsa  51 2y  rah  Gd-Fm 

tnatag  Ida  A In*  bt 21 FM  Tnpa:  Omed  kata  m II  nl  son  aerioM.  5Bi  d 9.  S factad  Eta  at  Windsor  51 

iteul^ltamNiftUd4fitfatf  3Mm  pan  M ri4.2H  bmum  at  OKim  SINK  &J- 

fn  tta  M Bdrtw  tod  iter  It  npad  on  areng*  M 3.  m N Iteeta*  S 2»  nti  aua  C4  MOtag 

ttaanbotyA 
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■m*  — 
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Catterick  Jackpot  card 


130  bieUer  Trader  YonagBen 

3JD0  Mb  Mata  Street  BWRtadta 

130  - " BiaCodgo  OeM 

4.00  Branet  bwcatadni  Legend 

430  TlwVM  Tl»  Wad 

SJJO  TopOfTbe  Fora  Top  Of  The  Fran  (rt) 

5 JO  ZtaHl  Smart 

Ufl-landBd  track  of  jut  under  1 mlf  *tfi  3f  iui-h.  Slwp  and  MUStiHg.  unndtod  to  kxo- 

iMng  teres. 

Geteg:  Good  to  Rnn,  Good  ki  places.  * Denotes  Dtetarc. 

Urate  im  nwfters  favoured. 

iaag  tUenee  teaoeleta:  Groatea  (4.0C),  Mss  Say  KeBeway,  Dorset.  304  mBas. 

Seeaa  day  wfararc  130  Crass  The  Border. 

JMnted  ten  dmo:  3.00  Send  Ctrete;  4 JO  Fetmiay.  Vhorafc  None. 

Am  Jp  trackafl  efler  notstfe  nemo  donate  daye  stra»  tost  outhg.  J^jmps. 


ream}  BftmaHWfiHTm«S-d B Satway  H 

2M»  40«  UtaUnmTRnadyH 0m  totem 

»(B  . 05  totototmJjUnH ; JL  J FotDM 

aims  co ■mm '»! iiiiii mm  ro BitanayM v MO) 

tan  ®5tofcte(IWTato»M L Charm*  * 

BdBuM  Iks  to!  Stem,  4-1  JrtSM  Sank.  5-1  HUtatawrife  W UBlifcO-ZBW  Itefe.  5-1  tey 
Atanfca.  10-1  Jtaos. 


% 


sorti  smiF  fttewrypag i» unodn 4-8-4 sammia* 

5SB0  44D40AMMIFM  me  ton  5-8-4 P hum  W 

aotftj  300456  Smart mrtoiMnilPuww 3-8-4 Bttankio 

Bafts  54Tb  Utal  4-1  MaftMate.  ll-ZSeteu'cNtpbn.  7-1  (MreQnar.a-IPnceUnedr.  Mo-A*. 

Itepnn.  Fahuwf.  l«Ei«Pe(t 

e AAUEYBURMCLAIMWG  STAKES  (DW  2) 

^■W6f  £2,182  (8  declared) 


QT351D  ntecnrt  TncS 
-86000  MftlterrnR 
064206  Sana  01  Moral 


J Bwy  7-9-7 


064206  Sam  W rriafay  (7)(a^  (BQ  D tetolr  S-8-1? . 

4440M  nThSte^Lnw  (14)  (O  W G II 

130M  T«p«mFira57)MjDlntall3-W 

MHO  PnutaliaiFert  (3B1)(B)  to  1/tartwG  fl  6 — 
020006  Otnoaotagrt  (4)  L Unyd-Jamra  5-8-4 


IB  020006 


BtoK  2-1  Itoag*  TouA  6-2  Tn  Ite  Rm  11-4  Patfy  tatt  5-1  Scare  a Ftkrti,  H-i  fUrtp  Bar, 
»Tfhe  FMyFmnr,  J5-1  Dittos  Fort.  Ohamugalt 


Im  5f  175yds  £3,717  (12  declared) 

00430  UtortMfei)CFrtU9  4-e-7 

PoaatM  S*R(J24)  jcraisa  5-9-7 

0-3  torn  fccmt  (IS)  J Eye  4-0-7 

06  Bnta  iy«B  (12)  E Ataon  4-0-2 

0603  M Eqtenr  (18}  D Baler  3-8-7 

0 Jnz  IWWPChnMlw  3-8-7 

06E3  IteUi  (H|  J L Hante  3-8-7 

-23500  2karl  (7)  D Loder  ^8-7 

Antotb  J Pnara)  3-8-2 

La  PntoHa  Z San  3-8-2 

(B  Start  ImftkfKQF  toOT  3-8-2 

4834  Vrteatan  (57)  p>)  B Ms  3-8-2 

15-8  Wbratee.  13-2  SBtoE  Jtxort.  JK2  Tack  ZhnA  0-1  tonU  Soft ! 
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COURSE  SPEOAUSTS 
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Sandown  evening  meeting 


Leicester  tonight 


2-1 S (TfJ:  1,  aartfomioo,  Jo  Hurmam 
(4-1  iav);  2,  PiMMt  OwaUn  (25-1):  3, 
Alptea  Htrt— mr  (10-11;  4.  hrory'a  Onb 
Mra  118-1  j.  IB  ran.  X.  OL  IS  . IK  Morgan) 
Tea:  EB  JttCl.io.  EB.70.  £3  JO.  C4J3D.  Dual  F: 
fi*58.Ba  Trier  O3XA0. CSF-.  Cl  MJft  Tricast 
C8S1A 

ttto  (Tfk  1,  TUB  HONORABIM  LADY,  P 

P klupiiy  (7-D:  2,  LMto  imfaiar  (7-4  lav); 

»,  Kite  [6-1).  10  ran.  6.  i*.  (M  Ctiamon) 

Tote:  EOwOO:  n.Btt  Cl  2ft  O to  Dual  F:  ca /n. 
Trio:  E22.10.  CSF:  £1984. 

MB(ln»101|te)ir,Blto»toU 

HlUa  (8-1);  2.  Bmudiih  ttana  (4-a  law):  8, 
ifarua  (8-1).  a ran.  Hd.  M.  W Poruhawa) 
Tote:  C7  to  £2.70,  C1.10.C1to  Dual  F:  CBto 
C^:£14to. 

BL«S(Mlt1>EUIADtal,RHIRs(2-1  lav):  2, 

tamto  enmarlar  (5-1):  2,  toy  tom 

18-11. 11  ran.  Hd.  4.  (4  Dunlop}  Tote:  C3to 
£1to  £1to  £2  JO.  Dual  F:  £11.00.  Trio: 
C22JKL  CSF:  D 1 J2.  TricasC  C8&60. 

4.16  (61  43ydrt  1,  MWV  MOTH,  Pat 
Eddery  (10-1):  2,  Cte*  off tea • (13-te:  *, 
meodo  (0-1).  B-4  fav  Batanlno.  B ran.  2X.  2. 
(B  MMhai4 Toba:  no.60:  £2to  El.ltt  £2. 10. 

Dua)  F;C16to  CSF:  £28.40. 

4rf*6(i»  WiVydah  1,  AZTtaCH.yB,B 

sjetoritaOnMC  (100-30).  8-4  tsv  DahMiH 


2jOO  (2m  «f  HAD  1,  USD  MBCK,  R 
Johnson  (12-1):  2,  Hortbam  FM  (5-4 
jt-fov):  a.  Tipuglnw  (5-4  |t-tav).  10  ran.  S. 
14.  (P  Bowan)  Tour  £8to  C1.90.  Clto 
Hto  Dual  F:  £11.70.  Trie:  £4.4tt  CSF: 
£2562. 

2JO  tem  IWte>i  1 , ARCTIC  TRIUMPH,  Q 
Bradley  (33-1);  2,  PM  Frlte  (4-7  taw):  2, 
Baok  And  Ca6  (11-1).  10  ran.  Nk.  ri.  [M 
Braaatocx)  Tow  £23  Aft  E2.10.  Ci  JO.  Cito 
Dual  F:  £21 40.  Trio:  £4180.  CSF:  C48.7B. 
SbAO  (2m  7f  IlOyds  CtQi  1,  FtVEUnOH 
MHLD6,  A Thomun  (13-8  (Hav):  2,  HTam 
113-B  n-tev):  3,  SmUi  Too  (8-4)  3 ran.  2S.  9. 
(Miss  Ludnda  V RubsoIO  Tote:  £2.40.  Dual  F: 
Cl  to  CSF:  £4X«.  NR:  Don  du  Catean. 
awtoiMai.  DBttana  Bmoote  R 
Johnson  (15-8  lav]:  2,  Btom  (12-1):  6. 
Apadtaa  Hamr  (8-4),  7 ran.  tt.  hd.  (Mrs 
S Johnson) Tote: &»: Cl 30.  CS.40  Dual  F: 
C1BtoCSF:C21to 

44W  (2m  4f  llOym  CPU  t,  DRUM- 
HMD  WMRnR,  A P VteCoy  {>-1  )Mav): 
2,  FM  Cadet  (15-2):  S,  Myr  toy  (14-1). 
3-1  JMm  Mythical  Approach.  18  ran.  IS.  4. 
(TThomaan  Jonas) Tote:  C320;  Cl  to  C2to 
£2.60.  Dual  F;  £19.70.  Trio:  E2B7.00  CSF. 
£24  J».  NR:  Scud  MtasUa. 

4.20  (In  Kdla)i  1,  COMMANCH6 
CRBBK,  A P McCoy  (3-1  JtFav);  2,  Coo- 
teyte  Wm  (7-1);  2.  —man  (16-11.  3-1 
|t-tev  Bay  Fair.  13  ran.  3X,  4.  (M  Pipa)  Tow: 
C4.I0;  Cito  C3to  £320.  Dual  F:  CWto 
Trio:  BGare  CSF.  E944&.  Trteast  C207to 
nJLCBPOT:G36.00.  OUADPOTi  £19.70. 

• Scatdoh  trfllnar  Lucinda  Riaaail  made 
lha  335-mlla  uip  ftpm  Taya  Ida  to  Worcester 
pay  c4I  oy  landing  the  Shoulton  Handicap 
Chase  wflh  FhroMgh  BuBds. 
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Football 

Boro  insist 
Ravanelli  is 
ready  to 
soldier  on  in 
lower  ranks 


Michael  Walker 

says  the  Italian  striker 
faces  Natfonwide 
exposure  after  failing 
to  clinch  a move 


IN  WHAT  appears  to  be 
the  fulfilment  of  a worst- 
case  scenario  for  Fabrizio 
Ravanelli  the  Italian  may 
be  playing  his  football  In  the 
Nationwide  League  this  com- 
ing season.  As  things  stand, 
he  remains  a Middlesbrough 
player  and  will  be  available 
for  selection  for  the  home 
game  with  Cbarlton  Athletic 
on  August  9. 

However,  in  this  Increas- 
ingly tiresome  saga,  there  is 
still  time  for  Ravanelli  to 
move  to  another  club  pre- 
pared to  cope  with  his  huge 
wage  demands.  Everton 
remain  the  favourites  to  save 
the  Italian  from  trips  to  Bury. 
Reading  and  Crewe  but  after 
three  hours  of  negotiation 
with  Bryan  Robson  at  the  Riv- 
erside Stadium  yesterday, 
there  was  no  announcement 
of  an  imminent  move  to 
Merseyside. 

Instead  Middlesbrough 
issued  this  statement:  “Fabri- 


zio Ravanelli  is  returning  to 
Middlesbrough  and  will  com- 
mence training  with  the 
team.  He  is  looking  forward 
to  the  start  of  the  new  season 
and  is  fully  committed  to  Mid- 
dlesbrough- Fabrlzio’s  imme- 
diate ambition  is  to  help  Mid- 
dlesbrough win  promotion  to 
the  Premier  League  this 
season.” 

Cynics  will  doubt  Ravanel- 
11 ’s  degree  of  commitment 
but,  with  Robson  insisting  on 
the  £7-5  million  fee,  the  Ital- 
ian will  be  joining  up  with  the 
rest  of  the  Midtflesb  rough 
squad  at  their  new  training 
centre  outside  Darlington  this 
morning.  He  will  not,  though, 
play  against  Bradford  City 
this  evening,  but  there  is  an 
outside  chance  that  he  will  be 
included  to  lace  Gateshead  at 
the  International  Stadium  on 
Friday  night 

One  man  who  did  arrive  on 
Merseyside  from  Italy  yester- 
day was  Liverpool's  latest 
signing  Paul  Ince.  Describing 
luce  as  “a  significant  sign- 
ing”, the  Liverpool  nmnagw 
Roy  Evans  paid  the  29-year- 
old  a further  hefty  compli- 
ment when  he  said:  ‘T  don’t 
want  to  tag  him  a hard  man 
but  he  has  a similar  mentality 
to  Graeme  Souness  and  Steve 
McMahon  because  he  wants 
to  win.  It  is  an  attitude  he 


Stranded  at  the  Riverside . . . Fabrizio  Ravanelli  returns  to  his  theatre  of  broken  dreams  yesterday 


photograph:  kbtm  pbw 


will  bring  to  us  and  spread 
among  us. 

“But  Paul  is  not  just  a ball- 
winner.  Yes,  be  can  get  the 
ball  back  for  us,  which  is  an 
important  role,  but  he  can 
play,  pass  it  and  get  goals.  His 
scoring  record  In  Sena  A was 
very  good.  He  is  a significant 
signing  but  one  man  can't 
win  it  [the  Premiership].” 

Ince  was  similarly  compli- 
mentary. “Apart  from  Liver- 


pool being  a great  club,”  he 
said,  “I  really  felt  wanted  and 
not  just  me  but  my  whole  fam- 
ily. I knew  a long  time  ago 
that  Liverpool  was  the  club 
for  me  and,  if  it  wasn’t  Liver- 
pool. then  I would  have 
stayed  at  Inter  Milan.” 

Asked  then  if  he  was  con- 
cerned that  Manchester 
United,  who  had  first  option 
on  him,  had  not  made  any  at- 
tempt to  sign  him  again,  Ince 


replied:  “Why  should  I be  dis- 
appointed about  Manchester 
United?  I bad  six  great  years 
there  but  now  Tm  part  of  a 
great  team  at  Liverpool  and  I 
have  come  to  win  things  here. 

"Before  I left  for  Italy  I was 
a bit  erratic  in  my  play  but 
playing  with  the  best  every 
week  over  there  has  im- 
proved me.  Fm  far  more  con- 
sistent now.” 

Ron  Atkinson  may  have 


moved  upstairs  at  Hlghfidd 
Road  but  his  presence  is  stm 
dearly  felt,  judging  by  Roland 
Nilsson's  arrival  at  Coventry 
City  yesterday  for  £200.000 
firom  Helsingborg  Nilsson, 
now  33,  has  signed  a two-year 
contract. 

It  will  be  his  second  spell  in 
English  football.  Atkinson 
having  signed  the  Swede 
when  he  was  manager  of  Shef- 
field Wednesday. 


The  Internal  ion  ale  de- 
fender Alessandro  Plstone  Is 
to  join  Newcastle  United  for 
£»L5  million  on  a four-year 
contract,  officials  oT  the  Milan 
dub  said  yesterday. 

Pistooe,  22,  will  be  paid 
around  £630.000  a year  by 
Newcastle.  “Plstone  is  going 
to  double  his  yearly  salary 
with  Newcastle.  We  could  not 
mafeh  the  bid,"  said  Inter's 
president  Massimo  MorattL 


Inter  must  pay  even  more  for  Ronaldo 


Russel  Thomas 


Ronaldo  was  offi- 
cially recognised  as 
an  Internationale 
player  yesterday  but  the 
haggling  between  the  Ital- 
ians and  Barcelona 
continues. 

Fife  ruled  that  the  Brazil- 
ian striker  was  free  of  any 
contractual  obligation  to 
Barcelona  after  Inter  paid 
£18  million  to  buy  out  his 
contract  But  it  also  in- 
sisted this  sum  was  ‘toot 
related  to  any  transfer  fee." 


Inter  and  Ronaldo’s 
agents  were  puzzled  by  the 
ruling  and  angered  by  life 
setting  a deadline  of  a week 
tomorrow  for  the  clubs  to 
agree  a transfer  fee.  If  they 
fail  to  do  so,  Fife  will  im- 
pose a figure. 

Massimo  Moratti,  Inter's 
president  reacted  defiantly 
to  a reported  demand  by 
Barcelona’s  vice-president 
Joan  Gaspart  for  a further 
£11  million  for  Ronaldo. 

“This  is  something  I per- 
sonally am  ruling  out,” 
said  MorattL  “Not  because 
of  the  feet  that  it  may  be 


fair  or  unfair  — and  it  is 
unfair  — but  because  It 
goes  Car  beyond  all  the  logic 
of  this  operation.'’ 

But  the  ruling  means 
Ronaldo,  due  to  fly  into 
Milan  from  Brazil  on  Fri- 
day, is  clear  to  play  for 
Tnfar  against  Manchester 
United  at  San  Siro  on  Sun- 
day in  the  first  of  two 
friendlies  with  Alex  Fergu- 
son’s team.  The  second  is 
at  Old  Trafford  next 
Wednesday. 

Moratti  said:  “Ronaldo 
will  be  at  San  Siro  on  the 
27th.  Then  well  have  to  see 


whether  he  plays  or  not." 

Southampton’s  manager 
Dave  Jones  is  giving  Benfi- 
ca’s  former  Birmingham 
winger  Jose  Dominguez  the 
chance  to  play  in  the 
Premiership. 

Jones  is  ready  to  spend 
£1.4  million  on  Dominguez, 
who  will  train  with  the 
Saints  next  week  before 
any  deal  is  completed. 

Kevin  Howley,  a former 
Fife  referee,  has  died  in  the 
North-east  at  the  age  of  73. 
Howley  took  charge  of  the 
1960  FA  Cup  final  between 
Wolves  and  Blackburn. 


Wright  in  the  clear 


Martin  Thorpe 


IAN  WRIGHT  wm  not  face 
disciplinary  action  by  the 
Football  Association  after 
the  latest  allegations  of  mis- 
conduct against  him. 

The  Arsenal  striker,  whose 
career  has  been  punctuated 
by  misdemeanours,  allegedly 
made  derogatory  remarks  to  a 
linesman  afier  he  failed  to 
give  what  the  player  thought 
were  two  fouls  during  Ar- 
senal's Coca-Cola  Cup  tie 
against  Norwich  in  1993.  The 
linesman,  Richard  Saunders, 


was  born  with  deformed  arms 
and  has  decided  to  tell  his 
story  now  he  has  retired  from 
the  game.  “The  man  is  a dis- 
grace,” he  said  of  Wright. 

However,  the  FA  stressed 
they  would  be  taking  no 
action  against  Wright  be- 
cause there  was  a dispute 
about  exactly  what  happened 
in  the  incident 

“It  was  felt  there  was  a dif- 
ference in  the  version  of 
events  between  what  Richard 
Saunders  said  and  what  the 
referee  said,”  said  the  FA 
spokesman  Steve  Double. 
“Obviously  if  there  is  to  be  a 


misconduct  charge  we  need  to 
have  dear  evidence.  It  is  now 
over  and  done  with.” 

Saunders  claims  the  referee 
Allan  Gunn  "was  covering 
his  own  back”  in  disagreeing 
over  what  happened. 

Wright,  on  Arsenal's  tour  of 
Switzerland,  and  the  club 
refused  to  comment-  But 
Freddie  Astbury,  chairman  of 
the  Thalidomide  Action 
Group  which  represents  vic- 
tims of  the  deformity-causing 
drug,  said  he  was  appalled  by 
the  claims  and  would  write  a 
letter  of  protest  to  the  FA  de- 
manding that  action  be  taken. 


Europe:  the  campaign  begins 


A bunch  of  Charlies  are  the  real  thing  in  Andorra 


UEFA  CUP:  Alasdair  Fotheringham  visits  the  Pyrenees,  where 
Dundee  United  face  some  unlikely  European  debutants  tonight 


mamHEN  Dundee  United 
If  meet  Esportiu  Principal 
in  the  Uefe  Cup  preliminary 
round  tonight  they  will  break 
new  ground:  their  opponents 
are  the  first  side  Grom  An- 
dorra to  compete  in  Europe. 

They  are  such  an  unknown 
quantity  that  United's  vet- 
eran defender  Maurice  Mai- 
pas  had  no  idea  they  were  in 
the  Uefa  Cup  until  the  draw 
was  made.  “We  have  always 
done  our  homework  pretty 
thoroughly  before  every  tie 
I’ve  played  in.  but  that  hasn't 
been  possible  this  time,”  Mill- 
pas  said.  "If  they  come  up 
with  surprises  we  will  have  to 
try  to  cope  with  them.” 

Like  the  tiny  Pyrenean- 
country  they  represent, 
Esportiu  Print  i pat  suffer 
from  an  identity  crisis.  Origi- 
nally named  Charlie's  Res- 
taurant/Real Madrid  Sup- 
porters Club,  they  have  been 
renamed  for  this  competition 
and  may  be  again. 

The  ice  cream  giant  Haa- 
gen-Dazs  has  expressed  an  in- 
terest in  backing  the  team, 
and  a German  television 
channel  is  said  to  have  paid 
£40,000  for  the  rights  to  the 
game. 

It  was  a combination  of 


small-town  politics  and  local 
loyalties  that  encouraged  this 
team  of  amateurs,  who  only 
trained  on  Friday  afternoons, 
to  adopt  a new  title. 

Most  of  Andorra’s  60,000 
population  are  Spanish, 
drawn  by  the  attraction  of 
relatively  good  Job  prospects 
and  low  taxes.  As  the  capital 
is  basically  one  long  street 
dedicated  to  the  turnover  of 
bargain-basement  consumer 
goods,  the  inhabitants  look 
towards  neighbouring  Catalo- 
nia to  fill  the  cultural  void.  In 
football  terms,  this  means 
supporting  Barcelona  rather 
than  Real  Madrid. 

‘They  wouldn’t  want  us  to 
change  our  name  if  we  were 
called  Barcelona  supporters 
club.”  says  local  Real  Madrid 
fen  club  member  Paco  Yanez. 
‘They  wouldn't  even  have 
asked.  Its  simply  because  we 
are  a minority." 

But  such  name  changes 

here  are  not  unusual:  "You 
look  at  the  local  clubs  and 
you'll  see  that  they  are  named 
after  a particular  company 
who  back  them."  It  is  per- 
fectly normal  to  have  Con- 
structors Perez  playing  Fish- 
mongers Fernandez. 

There  are  only  three  stadi- 


ums in  Andorra,  which  does 
not  help  a team  identify  with 
a region  or  town:  one  week 
they  may  find  themselves 
playing  "at  home”  in  the 
same  stadium  where  they  are 
playing  “away”  a month 
later. 

"You  can’t  complain  about 
a change  in  name  if  the  spon- 
sor changes."  says  Yanez. 
“But  why  do  they  want  to 
change  it  now?"  There  are 
even  rumours  that  the  Andor- 
ran government  would  be 
willing  to  provide  the  team 
with  extra  clothing  and  travel 
expenses  should  they  keep  the 
name  after  their  participation 
in  the  Uefa  Cup. 

This  is  denied  by  the  wait- 
ers in  Charlie's  Restaurant. 
Named  in  honour  of  Charlie 
Chaplin,  its  walls  and  glass 
cabinets  are  adorned  with 
pictures  and  gaudy  figurines 
of  the  film  star.  A lifesize 
cardboard  Chaplin  is  placed 
outside  during  the  day  to  at- 
tract custom  with  a menu 
stock  to  his  waistline. 

Slotted  in  among  the  China 
Charlies  is  a framed  photo  of 
the  team,  wearing  Real  Ma- 
drid colours.  There  is  also  a 
large  framed  newspaper 
report  about  the  team  with  a 
budget  of  £500  per  annum 
who  have  made  it  into 
Europe. 


The  resturant  owner  Luis 
Prieto  was  a founder  member 
of  the  Real  Madrid  supporters 
club  and  instumental  in  set- 
ting up  the  team  a year  ago. 
"It  was  basically  a group  of 
friends  who  got  together  and 
decided  to  form  a team.” 

Among  the  squad  is  a stone- 
mason, a travel  agent  and  a 
driving  instructor.  The  club's 
not-so-secret  weapon  is  Lu- 
cendo.  a forward  who  played 
for  Barcelona  in  the  Seven- 
ties. "He's  got  a brilliant  left 
foot,"  says  Prieto’s  nephew 
Roberto. 

Lucendo  married  a local 
girl  and  thereby  gained  An- 


dorran nationality.  “Lots  of 
football  players  come  here  to 
finish  their  career,"  explains 
Yanez,  “because  of  the  taxes 
and  the  high  standard  of 
living." 

"My  uncle  has  told  the  team 
that  they  will  play  the  Uefe 
match  because  they  deserve 
to,"  says  Roberto  Prieto. 
“After  all.  they  were  the  ones 
who  got  the  team  there  in  the 
first  place." 

Their  progress  was  not 
without  difficulty,  although 
they  clinched  the  champion- 
ship of  the  three-year-old 


league  in  the  penultimate 
game  when  they  thrashed  the 


Between  a rock  and  a hard  place  ...  an  Esportiu  Principal 
player  holds  off  an  opponent  during  a local  enp  match 


Veteranos  — a team  with  an 
average  age  of  45  — 6-L 
"They'd  beat  us  3-1  in  the 
‘away*  match'  in  the  only 
game  we  lost  all  season,  but 
we  gave  them  a good  panning 
‘at  home’."  says  Roberto 
Prieto. 

However,  when  it  was  real- 
ised a Uefe  Cup  place  was  up 
for  grabs,  the  Veteranos  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  Lu- 
cendo was  a Spanish  national 
and  therefore  not  elegible  to 
play.  “There  were  all  sorts  of 
rumours  flying  about”  says 
Roberto  Prieto,  “but  we  went 
up  to  the  town  hall  with  all 
the  papers  in  order  and  put  a 
stop  to  that  one." 

Tonight’s  match  will  be 
played  at  the  Andorran  Com- 
munity ground,  where  extra 
seating  has  been  constructed 
to  cope  with  the  expected  in- 
flux of  fens.  The  dub  Is  nor- 
mally backed  by  300  diehards. 
but  tonight  more  than  900 
loads  will  be  present  There 
will  also  be  about  300  Dundee 
United  supporters,  separated 
by  a specially  constructed 
metal  fence. 

And  although  the  team’s 
fixture  backers  are  undecided, 
the  president  of  the  Real  Ma- 
drid fen  dub,  Javier  Perez- 
Carral,  is  clear  on  one  thing: 
“I  have  a signed  contract  here 
which  guarantees  that  the 
club's  shield  has  to  appear  on 
the  team’s  tracksuits.”  What 
name  will  be  on  the  strip 
beneath  the  tracksuits  will 
become  evident  tonight. 


Goram  future 
in  doubt 
at  Rangers 


Patrick  Glenn 


A TDE  against  the  champi- 
ons of  the  Faroe  Islands 
is  unlikely  to  terminate 
Rangers'  interest  in  the 
European  Cup  but  it  could 
mark  the  end  of  Andy  Gor- 
am’s  Ibrox  career. 

The  Scotland  interna- 
tional goalkeeper  did  not 
make  the  trip  for  tonight's 
preliminary-round  tie 
against  GI  Goto.  Rangers’ 
manager  Walter  Smith 
refused  to  comment  on  the 
suggestion  that  Goram*  s 
reported  off-field  behav- 
iour has  once  again  jeopar- 
dised his  future  with  the 
club,  insisting  instead  that 
be  Is  recovering  from  a 
groin  Injury. 

His  absence  gives  an 
early  opportunity  to  the 
Finn  Antti  Niemi.  signed 
from  FC  Copenhagen  for 
around  £900.000  during  the 
summer  recess. 

Rangers  will  also  be  with- 
out the  suspended  Paul 
Gascoigne,  Sergio  Porrini 
and  Staale  Stensaas. 

Celtic's  Darren  Jackson 
is  confident  of  passing  a 
late  fitness  test  before  the 
Uefe  Cup  tie  against  Inter 
Cable-Tel  at  Ninlan  Park  in 
Cardiff.  Alan  Stubbs,  the 
central  defender,  is  also  ex- 
pected to  be  fit,  bnt  Malky 
Mackay  is  suspended. 
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Results 


Football 

raWMDLVe  Ur  aw*  Red*  1.  Mon  Utd  2. 

Tennis 


ATP  MflMTl  Oran  (Lot  Angetoa):  |t 
(Ais)  bt  L Roux  (Ft)  ' 
6-T,  B-a  V a»dM  (US)  M S Simian 


6-4. 6-2:  <t  RDM*  (Ft)  bt  Q 
fl-4;  S Stella  (Aufl)  BUM 
M.  7-6i  K Cartoon  pen 
(Can)  7-6,  HTSwU  (Swn)  bt  S Bryan 
(US)  B-S,  B-2. 

ATP  QINBIAU  OPEN  (Kitzbuehel): 
PM  rewxk  S KMlHk  (AuJ)  U O Rita 
(Cz)  2-6.  8-1.  7-6:  ■ totto  Qartto  ftp) 
K S Pitoto  (Arfll  6-3.  6-1:  B Katodw 
(Qor)  bt  J Onotoe  (Br]  W (H;  C Cam 
(3rt  bt  E Alvanx  (3v)  6-4. 6-fc  I.  Arnold 
.%g|  bt  D Onwnte  (Aig)  6-1,  6-4:  J 
Alone  (Sp)  « H Wpt  (AuQ  7-6,  4-8,  8-4; 
N lyoW  (Ecu]  bt  E Sanchez  (8(9}  3-8. 

6- 1.  e-1: 0 M—*  (Aut)  M G Sctwltor  (Auf) 
(HZ  rot  4 Abort  VBoca  (3p)  bt  O Ogoro- 
dov  CUzb)  6-2.  0-fc  M Slnnor  (Qor)  bt  W 
Eachauar  (Aut)  8-4. 8-4.  Snood  cvoonB  S 
P—.J.I  (Cri  bt  T Champton  (Fr)6-3.6-a 
P MaBgaoI  (Br)  bt  F FontaAfl  (Fr)  8-4, 8-7, 

7- 6;  M Htonto*  (Uni)  bt  A Veto*  (Rw) 
6-3. 6-2:  q Itan  (Spl  W T ScMeasHng 
(AuQ  7-6.  6-2. 

ATP  CROATIA  OPEN  (Umag):  Pint 
null  P H—fiiAa  (Noth)  bt  J A Marin 
(Sp)  6-4, 7-4;  P ItaAlta  tSp)  fat  A Ctwte- 
EOV  (Hub)  8-3.  7-e  O foil— am  (Sp)  MO 
Btonoytcito*  (But)  8-a.  6-2:  F Vlamto  (Sp) 
U A OoutKnzl  (IQ  6-1.  3-1  rec  C " 


(Sp|  bt  □ Sangidneffl  (81  6-7.  «ratS 
Braguam  (5p)  bi  G Sllbarstein  (Cmtot 
0-0.  0-4:  A Martin  |Sp)  bt  P FredrlXsaon 
(3w*e)  8-2.  6-S  A Port**  (Sp)  bl  A Patrol 
(Horn)  6-S.  7-S. 

NORTHERN  ELECTRIC  INTERNA- 
TIONAL OPEN  (Jesmond.  Nowcasltol. 
Mora  Krat  rata  P VagRo  tSwte)  M F 
VI lout  (Fr)  84).  6-1 : S Nmm  fSp]  W T 
Spirts  [GB]  8-1.  6-4;  R Oltal  (Fr)  M J 


Cunho-Sllva  (far)  8-1,  8-4. 

EUROPEAN  IMS  CSHIPS  iHfflfteWJ: 
ilacqnd  ita  Boyar  M Psaa  (Nam)  W A 
Macon  (OS)  6-2.  6-1:  A VhdQuurr. 
(Saw)  bt  S Dickson  (OS)  6-0. 6-4.  QUa  6 


7-5,  7-5. 

Baseball 


(Fr^bi  $ Gragg  (OB)  6-3. 8-1.  8 


Sfcwjn)  bt  H Collin  (GB)  4-8. 


AMERICAN  LEAOUBi  Cleveland  1.  Bos- 
ton 3:  Detroit  0.  Crueano  WS  3;  Milwaukee 
S,  NY  Yankees  7:  Texas  1.  Baltimore  6 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  PtUlaMpbia  2. 
Pittsburgh  1 Allans  5.  Los  Angelas  4 
(101  rats);  Florida  2.  Son  Diego  ifr.  NY  Mots 
& Cincinnati  3:  Montreal  8.  Colorado  4;  St 
Loula  7.  San  Francises  2. 


Cricket 

TOUR  HATCHi  CBnlfk—  Pakistan  A 
276-7  (Salim  Baht  60.  Rana  CMyyum  W) 
GJoucs  230.  Pofreuan  A won  by  49  runs. 
SECOND  XI  CSHIP  (11.01:  O— Hr  la 
Str»*C  Notts  36-1 » Durham.  Pontwnlddi 
Glam  402-3  dteiRv  Almond  iffl.  A W 
Swans  100,  A P Oavfa  £2).  Hants  14-0. 
AON  BISK  TfttJPHTl  CWurll«|  Sus- 
an* 2l£-4  (M- Nowell  S3).  Kent  193-7  (N  J 
Uong  63).  Sussex  won  by  19  runs.  II *- 


tnVtgaa  Middx  ©1  (48  avers:  □ C NOSti  77: 
Sharpe  6-B6j.  Minor  Co  218  (48  overs;  A D 
Maweon  51).  MUM*  won  by  three  runs. 
MINOR  COUNTIES  C'SHIP  (tl.Oh 
arenfch— plmu  Hareford  225-5  dec  (J  P 
Wright  95.  H V Patel  801  ana  41-0,  Chesh- 
ire 209-6  dec  (I  Cockbaln  HCno). 

ASIA  COP  (Colombo:  46  oven):  Sri  LarAa 
296-4  (S  Jayasunya  108.  M AUpattu  60.  A 
RjhUhinga  SI).  Bangladesh  183-8.  sn 
Lanka  wot)  by  IDS  runs. 


Chess 


UPPSTAOT  GRANDMASTERS  (Ger): 
HOtad  Ttaraei  P Schtossar  (Gw)  S,  L 
Meaner*  (Eng)  & Rowd  nwr.  MeSlune 
0.  R Slobodan  (Ger)  1,  Romd  Ffww  S B 
Hansen  (Den)  1.  McShm  0.  Round  Ste 
McShane  1.  S Wehmoier  (Bar)  Q.  I ewlsm 
M ChiburdnnldzB  (Geo)  $.  Hanson  4g. 
Ataos  McShane  2. 

wnil  4 WHLUAHKON  toung  mas. 

TERS  (OuHdlord):  Round  Itvei  0 Haw- 
ratfi  (Gar)  X.  M Turner  (Eng)  £ A Rabrno- 
well  (tar)  i.  5 Antal  (Eng)  o:  5 subnet* 
(Ger)  1.  R RlMuk  (Algi  6 UnhmHu- 
rath.  Turner.  Roblnowm.  Stobrtail  all  4. 


Cycling 


TOWt  DE  PRANCBt  St»ee  16  (Morzuw 
Ip  Fribourg.  I8lkmh  1.  C Mangln  (Fr)  La 
Francatte  daa  Jaux  Jhr  30min  nsec;  a.  F 
Vandanbroucto  (Bel]  Uapak  3.R  VU«w« 
(Fr)  Fasti na  both  same  lime.  Atoar  ri  u 
Sdandri  (GB)  La  Ftanoisa  des  J«m 
21.55.  attoKtagw  I.  J Ulrtcfi 

(Ger)  Tdefcom  aim  two  Kteec;  t Vhan- 
que  41  B&sec.  3.  Pan  laid  iC.tl 
Eelandrl  2s33.l7.Kta*  otUwmc 
1.  fi  viranquo  (Fi)  FesDna  W7pts 


Fixtures 


(7S0  unless  stated) 

Football 


nmorBAMcupiCN 


.urn 


fa*  Crusaders  « Dinamo  Tbtfisi-.  Derry  C * 
^ Tcrnamc:  Dinamo  Kiev  v Barry 

Tn  fSXQi  GI  Go«u  v Rangen  (7 JO}. 

USPA  CUP.  QuatHytna  rmi>^  OrM  tog. 
Bttfiemians  ir  Ferencvaraa  (7A5):  CE  PMnO- 
m * Ctadee  u«  (7J3);  Ornshcppar  Zoriefi 

* coerataa  BJOJUntar  Ctae-Tdl  r CaMe 

WMW  Abarv«wyih  v Chaster.  Bar- 

ta»CfyatM(746):BSptoftna»ltaE3i»- 
Jgfareham  vra  , Ch«M«;  BmManl  C v 
ynfcfiataro  * Uflwt  Dun- 

fwta  r Wasi  Him:  Gravesend  i N v 
SotOiwa;  Oransbf  « Atantaun*  Haflte  * 
Huddersfleid.  Hednrakmi  v Man  C (745): 
NaaOuuUtaaBe.  (M&Piwb*  vcwrasn 

SS1  tSSaaS  (7  *5):  snpo 

^**anT-  StSton  U « WSmblotlon.  Tlwp- 
Wl  T v Northampton:  Temuiy  * SINK  Wad. 

Cricket 

BRITANNIC  ASSURANCE  COUNTY 
U|»BP  (11-0!:  nierttoRsHi  Barton  * 
awn.  Chtawtonii  Emrary  wares,  Cbel- 
tmtmtm  Gtoucs  v Dtnttam.  inuEmn.i 
tant  Kyng_«  Lane*,  iateaetai  LMcaa  v 
*****- ' tod’s*  Wdtta  v Km  nmiliBita 
too:  Ncnnemav  Surrey, 

AXA  UPB  LBAQUB  (810)  Utaw 

tanwuiMMie  * Somerset 

Xl  CSMtPi  Otatawryt  Kcm  v 
Wte.  ItotasMw  Nortams  v Daroys.  Tta 
S?*  S*™*  w SMMta*  Some*  warts  v 

Gtoocs.  Womdwi  Worts  » Easra 


Sport  in  brief 


Equestrianism 


A row  has  broken  out  over 
the  running  of  the  Horse  of 
the  Year  Show  in  September. 
Wembley  Stadium  and  the 
British  Showjumping  Associ- 
ation said  an  agreement  wife 
EPS  (HOYS)  Ltd  wg$  not 
being  ratified  because  of  “fi- 
nancial anxieties"  and  they 
were  reconsidering  the  man 
agement  arrangements  “as  a 
matter  of  extreme  urgency”. 

But  the  company  said  it 
was  "completed  baffled"  and 
has  no  financial  difficulties. 


Athletics 

The  Boston  marathon  cham- 
pion Lomeck  Aguta  of  Kenya 
has  regained  consciousness, 
can  move  his  limbs  and  is 
expected  to  recover  from  tlte 
car  crash  cm  July  12  that  left 
him  in  & coma  for  a week. 


■Rotor  Racing 


■"*%'*•*•*  niltf*  *<!•« 


reclaim 


AlanHemyon 

moves  by  Benetton 
togetFfefcheila ; 
back  from  Jordan 


THE  Benetton  team  yes- 
terday began  revitalis- 
ing their  driver  line-up 
for  1996  by  exercising  an  op- 
tion to  snatch  back  fee  tal- 
ented Italian  Gianeaiia  Ftsl- 
chelfe.  who  bad  been  sub- 
contracted to  the  British 
Jordan  team  this  season. 

This  key  opening  move  in 
the  driver  market  negotia- 
tions tor  nest  season  could 
seal  the  fete  of  fee  current 
Benetton  drivers  Jean  Aiesl 
and  Gerhard  Berger.  The 
team  are  also  keen  to  promote 
their  rookie  test  driver  Alex- 
ander Wurz,  who  has  depu- 
tised for  Berger  In  the  last 
three  races  while  the  veteran 
37-year -old  recovered  from  a 
sinus  infection. 

“Giancarlo  has  been  on 
loan  to  Jordan  this  season." 
said  the  Benetton  team  chief 
Flavio  Briatore.  ’‘We  have 
been  impressed  by  Ms  perfor- 
mances and  hod  no  hesitation 
in  exercising  our  option  so  he 
can  drive  for  us  next  year.  We 
think  he  baa  a very  bright 
future." 

The  22-year-old  from  Rome 
currently  holds  tenth  place  in 
the  drivers'  championship 
table  with  eight  points.  The 
highlight  of  his  season  has 
been  third  place  in  the  Cana- 
dian Grand  Prix  behind 
Michael  Schumacher's  Fer- 
rari andALesL 
FlslcheUa.  who  will  race  for 
Jordan  to  the  remaining  eight 
races  of  the  season,  said:  “I 
am  very  pleased  that  I will  be 
driving  for  an  Italian  team. 
The  people  at  Jordan  have 
been  great  and  1 will  do  my 
best  for  the  rest  of  the 
Season.” 

However,  the  future  for 
Alesi  and  Berger  looks  uncer- 
tain. Berger  has  already 
hinted  that  he  is  unsure  about 
whether  he  will  continue  rac- 
ing Formula  One  next  season. 

The  two  drivers  joined  Ben- 
etton from  Ferrari  at  the  start 
erf  1998  with  a sense  of  great 
expectancy  but  have  failed  to 
win  a single  race  between 
them  after  two  years  of  cham- 
pionship domination  by  their 
predecessor  Schumacher.  A 
Benetton  spokeswoman  con- 
firmed that  the  team  might 
drop  both  their  drivers  at  fee 
end  of  the  season,  but  de- 
clined to  comment  further. 

Alesi  might  find  a berth  at 
Jordan  — effectively  swap- 
ping places  with  FlslcheUa  — 
as  it  is  known  that  the  team 
chief  Eddie  Jordan  rates  the 
Frenchman,  who  won  the  1989 


Formula  3000  Championship 
in  one  of  his  cars,  very 
highly. 

However,  sources  suggest 
that  the  McLaren-Mercedes 
driver  David  Coulthard,  the 
winner  of  this  year's  Austra- 
lian Grand  Prix,  has  been  of- 
fered a Jordan  contract  It  is 
believed  that  McLaren’s  op- 
tions on  bis  services  end  after 
Sunday’s  German  Grand  Prix 
at  Hockenheim.  but  the  Scot 
is  anxious  to  remain  in  his 
current  job. 

Jordan  is  also  regarded  as  a 
possible  berth  for  the  1996 
world  champion  Damon  Hill, 
although  it  is  expected  that 
the  Briton  would  have  to  take 
a significant  cut  in  his  £4.5 
million  current  retainer  with 
Arrows.  The  Prost  and 
Sauber  teams  are  still 
regarded  as  leaders  in  fee 
race  to  secure  HUTs  services. 

Meanwhile  the  Portuguese 
Grand  Prix.  planned  for  Esto- 
ril on  November  a,  has  been 
dropped  from  the  provisional 
calendar.  Although  track  im- 
provements were  on  comae 


for  completion  by  the  August 
31  deadline  set  by  Fisa,  fee 


sport’s  governing  body,  fee 
unanimous  agreement 
required  from  the  teams  to 
add  an  extra  race  to  fee  calen- 
dar was  not  forthcoming  from 
Ferrari.  McLaren  end  Sauber. 


Cricket 
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0891X28930 


amcannHBMww***  "lK£lir 

feN.  i5mnm  iMKiiimtai  M.«w* 
omru-to» 


TfeOuardfam  _ 

r^MTEKACTEVE 


his  loan  fi 


Tsiirde  fr*ttO» 

Riis 


.> ;; 


■*_  _i£l 


the  Coti 


r-t” 


*s*.: 


T 


, W... 

U4l*a 


liftmiat  MM 
Oagdlb 


H.  -SiSS 


-- 


’ ' ..:C^ 

-x>-5 


.nfiiyf 


Athletics 

<lohnsoni 


i 


8 


taeVwTi 


rat.itdi 


Mi  a 
-■  - It  m Wton 

- - mb 

•■**»  ApUnlta# 

thewr _>  teutedthf 
(bMn,  4MI 

- ‘i«*utewirt-rf|  ttm  f»a*| 

a.  n finm  i 

Am 


?1*--  IA  to  b», 

• car  **  ttee-  tu* 

He 

- 'll!  fife  bRM 

’::i.-TlM|fVDna| 

- : -w  fatwrieg 

•:  Ugi  ttW 

ib* ! gputr 

r- 


vmt >)»»: 
nwt 

HaS'lwdti 

.... 

wmBariJ 

MAM 

6rt*lb»iB 

bhHM-OBN! 

toatfrep 

tUNMM 

SMI 

•i  te  mi 

UW.VI 


tAAktht 


.:z,v; 


W: 5»k«  kB  ; Utkftp 


a bVbM  ' j 

J ‘ m r bwi  *cu 

IwrtEt-WN 


. i?-  I**  Marw-'B 


, ',’1,  tih  a 

" ' -■  f MWn&i 

- ^TV!  VFhmi  h*  | 

MMMk- 


irbiriBFil  Ux  ! igftcf  tm 

^VWJg  % ' IMiW.W 


"*  ™ ha  t ick  jAw 


( Ml'6 

- r #*** 

i-uiiiihjr  ? im  t4  flM 

• r ' ^ ?•  ***■  N4 

• . ; Sum) foi 

.. . ’t ; « smtuMeHi  rii  UP  U 

= irt 

' ‘ •'  lir  h«*4*  MlV  £ mk  ft  to  pw 


..L 


'fypjb  O' 


8S 

sett*, 

r> 

|q^ 

star 

**'1n  Henri,. 


'■tortW.* 

jto^ry'.v 


— • **  £*-..  • 


*«*«>*»•  »■ 
:***  * V ‘ 


' 7'wi+>. 


tea*,-***-  — - 

Ml . . . .*  Pfl  "I 

Hiifllfi  ir-  -m^-- 


••• 

|Mi  wrC-"' 

tf  '*■*«**>'  •• 


Tlw  Guardian  Wednesday  July  28 1997 

Cricket 


Dawd  Hopps  on  England  s probable  alliance  of  fast-bowling  Yorkshiremen  for  the  fourth  Test 

Smith  swings  into  favour 


ENGLAND  are  in- 
creasingly tempted  to 
entrust  the  fhte  of 
their  Ashes  chwH?ngi 
to  a Yorkshire  fast  bowling  al- 
liance performing  an  its  own 
midden  but,  while  one  of 
them  is  already  revered  at  bis 
native  Heading! ey.  the  other 
could  still  pass  through  the 
Sutcliffe  Gates  largely 
unrecognised. 

Darren  Gough's  every  con- 
tribution at  Headingley  will 
be  cheered  to  the  rafters  over 
the  next  five  days  — or  would 
be  if  they  ever  got  around  to 
roofing  the  Western  Terrace 
— but  Mike  Smith,  Glouces- 


Tourde  France 


terahire's  Dewsbury-born  left- 
arm  swing  bowler,  has  at- 
tracted little  recognition  even 
In  a county  which  remains 
obsessively  loyal  to  its  own. 

That  anonymity  receded 
slightly  last  month,  for  a few 
thousand  dlehards  at  least, 
when  Smith  took  10  wickets 
against  Yorkshire  at  Heading- 
ley  and  broke  Michael  Vaugh- 
an's hand  in  the  process.  It 
might  disappear  for  good  i£  as 
is  increasingly  he 

edges  the  final  fest-bowl  g 
place  in  the  fourth  Test  which- 
begins  there  tomorrow.  , 

Smith,  overlooked  by  York- 
shire and  plucked  by  Gloucesr  | 


tershire  from  a CkHubtaed  Uni- 
versities side,  has  been  out  of 
the  county  for  long  enough 
now  to  need  his  degree  in  lan- 
guages to  understand  how 
keen  the  Headingley  cogno- 
scenti are  about  his  efforts. 

But  his  ability  to  swing  the 
ball  late  and  markedly  sug- 
gests that  Headingley  should 
suit  him  perfectly.  He  is  the 
leading  wicket-taker  in  the 
country,  with  55  at  14  apiece, 
and  his  victims  include  a htgh 
proportion  of  top-order  bats- 
men -as  well  as  the  England 
selectors  Graham  Gooch  and 
Mike  Gattlng- 

If  Dean  Headley's  recovery 


from  a side  strain  is  con- 1 
firmed  after  another  inten- 
sive work-out  today,  then  the 
likelihood  is  that  Smith  win 
edge  out  Andrew  Caddick  for 
the  final  fast-bowling  place. 
Phil  Tufnell  was  yesterday, 
for  the  fourth  time  this  series, 
sent  back  to  his  county. 

“I  am  very  settled  playing 
at  Headingley  and  IH  be  even 
happier  if  it  swings."  Smith 
said.  “It’s  important  to  have 
good  memories  of  a ground 
and,  after  my  wickets  against 
Yorkshire  last  month,  I cer- 
tainly do.” 

England’s  chairman  of 
selectors  David  Graveney,  a 


former  Gloucestershire 
player,  has  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  Smith's  develop- 
ment "More  than  anything 
this  year  he  has  come  out  of 
the  shadow  of  Courtney 
Walsh,”  he  said.  MFor  his  own 
confidence  this  has  been  a 
massive  step  forward. 

“He  is  a quiet  lad.  with  a 
dry  sense  of  humour,  but 
being  involved  with  os,  first 
at  Old  Trafford  and  at  our 
Budding  Park  get-together, 
has  been  of  good  use  to  him.” 

If  a Headingley  Test  debut 
might  be  an  emotional  occa- 
sion for  Smith,  Gough  wfD 
also  be  striving,  at  the  third 


Riis  left  to  suffer  on 
the  Col  de  la  Croix 


wnHara  Fotherlnaham 
In  Fribourg 


THE  yellow,  green  and 
red-spotted  jerseys 
may  be  sitting  firmly 
on  the  shoulders  of  Jan 
UUrich,  Erik  Zabel  and  Rich- 
ard Virenque  but  there  were 
still  issues  to  be  decided  yes- 
terday as  last  year's  winner 
Bjame  Riis  found  out  to  his 
cost  when  the  Tour  de  France 
passed  into  Switzerland. 

Riis  has  had  a torrid  Tour. 
He  lost  time  to  his  team-mate 
UUrich  in  the  prologue  time- 
trial.  then  threw  a strop  the 
next  day  when  he  was  delayed 
by  a crash.  In  the  Pyrenees  he 
had  no  choice  but  to  cede 
ipaAmihip  of  the  Deutsche  Te- 
lekom team  to  the  rampant 
23-year-old  Ullrich, 
in  the  Alps  the  Dane 


worked  like  a trojan  for  Ull- 
rich but  finished  behind  on 
each  mountain  stage.  On  Mon- 
day*^ final  Alpine  stage  into 
Moraine  he  lost  third  place 
overall  to  the  Italian  climber 
Marco  PantanL  He  seemed 
unable  to  cope  with  the  pres- 
sure, shutting  hjmHflif  in  the 
team's  mobile  home  before 
each  stage  to  avoid  the  media. 

Pantani  knows  that  Satur- 
day’s time-trial  stage  around 
Disneyland  Paris  will  fevour 
the  Dane.  So,  when  he  noticed 
Riis  was  straggling  on  yester- 
day’s first  climb,  the  Pas-de- 
Morgins,  he  ordered  his  Mer- 
catone  Uno  team  to  put  an  the 
pressure.  Riis  regained  con- 
tact but  his  effort  cost  him 
valuable  energy. 

The  French  media  loves  to 
use  biblical  images  for  suffer- 
ing on  two  wheels  and  it  i 
could  be  said  that  Rlis's  Cal- 
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vary  began  on  “the  road  of 
the  cross”,  for  he  cracked 
completely  on  the  day’s  main 
climb,  file  Ceil  de  la  Croix, 
where  Pantanfs  domesttques 
set  a blistering  pace. 

With  more  than  so  mainly 

downhill  tnilws  to  the  finish 
RilS  Should  not  have  had  mnHh 
trouble  catching  up  bat  ”EIe- 
fentino”  apd  his  men  were  as- 
sisted with  the  pacemaking  by 
Abraham  Olano's  team-mates. 

They  realised  that  if  the  Dane 
could  be  left  far  enough  be- 
hind, their  man  might  sneak 
past  him  Into  fifth. 

Pantani’s  two  domesticities 
and  Olano's  four  kept  the 
pace  hovering  at  around 
35  mph.  Riis  had  no  team- 
mates to  assist  him  and  his 
companions  were  behind  only 
because  they  were  weaker 
than  the  men  up  front  By  the 
finish  the  gap  had  opened  to 
six  minutes  and  he  had 
slipped  from  fourth  overall  to 
seventh.  Last  night  his  team 
reported  he  has  diarrhoea. 

As  of  yesterday  morning  14 
of  the  22  teams  had  yet  to  win 
a stages  The  squad  sponsored 
by  the  French  national  lot- 
tery, La  Francaise  des  Jeux, 
were  under  particular  pres- 
sure. They  are  a new,  big  bud- 
get outfit  and  have  mounted  a 
vast  marketing  operation 
around  the  Tour,  but  there 
were  rumours  of  worried 
calls  from  head  office. 

Their  team  leader,  last 
year’s  yellow  Jersey  wearer 
Stephan  e Heulot,  was  swept 
up  in  the  rush  to  put  time  into 
mis  but  the  little  known 
Ghristophe  Mengin  was  sit- 
ting tight  as  if  waiting  for  his 
lucky  number  to  come  up. 

At  the  finish  Virenque  and 
his  bench  men  did  their  ut- 
most to  set  up  victory  for 
their  local  boy  Laurent  Du- 
faux  but  it  was  Mengin  who 
burst  through  in  the  final 
metres. 

William  Fothertngham  is  as-  _ 

sistant  editor  qf  Cycling  Weekly  Lucky  number . ..  Christophe  Mengm  celebrates  his  first  Tour  stage  victory  wkepowell 
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Lord’s  time 
to  touch  base 
and  light 
torches 


Smith ...  55  wickets 

attempt  to  provide  a perfor- 
mance his  admirers  can 
relish. 

- *Td  advise  any  lad  on  his 
home  ground  to  keep  his  ex- 
citement down  a peg  or  two, 
and  that  Is  particularly  true 
for  Goughie  at  Headingley,” 
said  Lloyd.  “He  has  not  had 
the  best  of  fortunes  here  but 
he  Is  a lot  wiser  now  and  be  is 
on  the  top  of  his  game.” 


Engel^wr* 

cridtet 


AFTER  the  washed-out 
false  start  at  The  Oval 
last  month  and  a dress 
rehearsal  at  Old  Traf- 
ford  on  Monday  English 
cricket  is  finally  due  to  enter 
the  floodlit  age  tonight.  War- 
wickshire play  Somerset  in 
the  Sunday  League  at  Edgbas- 
ton  four  days  earlier  than 
scheduled  on  the  fixture  list, 
and  several  hours  later  than 
intended  by  God. 

As  night  falls  and  the  game 
enters  a new  era  of  darkness 
or  light  (delete  to  taste),  we 
are  going  to  hear  moans  that 
“cricket  is  getting  just  like 
baseball”.  These  will  almost 
certainly  come  from  people 
who  have  never  watched  a 
game  of  basebalL 
And  the  analogy  may  be 
made  a lot  more  in  the  next 
few  weeks.  Various  shreds  of 
evidence  are  coming  together 
to  suggest  very  strongly  that, 
when  Lord  MacLaurin’s 
grand  plan  for  English  cricket 
is  revealed  in  a couple  of 
weeks,  there  will  not  be  an 
attempt  to  introduce  promo- 
tion and  relegation  into  the 
County  Championship.  The 
opposition  among  the 
counties  has  simply  been  too 
overwhelming. 

On  the  other  hand  MacLau- 
rin  is  convinced  he  has  to  do 
something.  My  hunch  Is  that 
he  will  try  to  split  the  Cham- 
pionship into  mini-divisions 
or  conferences  with  equal 
status.  There  may  be  two,  but 
more  likely  three  of  them 
with  six  teams  in  each.  This 
will  raise  a large  number  of 
questions,  including  the  cen- 
tral one:  “What  on  earth's  the 
point?” 

But  somewhere  at  the  back 
of  people's  minds  will  be  the 
knowledge  that  baseball  works 
this  way.  that  baseball  is  suc- 
cessful, that  no  one  beats  the 
United  States  at  baseball  the 
way  the  nation  that  invented 
cricket  gets  beat  and  that  the 
top  baseball  players  earn  more 
per  mtnnfp  than  cricketers 
earn  In  a day  — except  when 
they  are  bolding  organised 
begging  sessions  (“benefit  eve- 
nings”) at  flash  London  hotels. 

But  has  any  English  cricket 
official  ever  studied  baseball? 
in  the  15  or  so  years  since  1 
first  became  entranced  by 
cricket's  long-lost,  stinking- 
rich  and  supposedly  vulgar 
American  cousin,  I have  met 
only  a handful  of  professional 
cricket  people  with  a serious 
knowledge  of  basebalL  There 
are  a couple  of  other  Journal- 
ists, Ian  Pont  of  Nottingham- 
shire, Essex  and.  for  a few 
weeks,  one  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Phillies  farm  teams,  plus 
Ian  and  Greg  Chappell,  it 
would  be  astonishing  If  Mac- 


Laurin’s  team  has  consulted 
any  of  them. 

Yet  cricket  needs  to  under- 
stand, quickly,  what  it  does 
and  does  not  have  to  learn 
from  baseball.  In  two  ways 
cricket  is  a game  of  much 
greater  subtlety  and  variety. 
Baseball  has  none  of  the 
range  of  strokemaking  that 
can  make  cricket  so  beautiful, 
or  brutal,  or  boring,  depend- 
ing on  what  is  happening. 
Baseball  hatters.  In  essence, 
either  whack  the  ball  success- 
fully or  the)'  don't. 

Secondly  the  ball  does  not 
bounce  on  the  way  from 
pitcher  to  batter,  so  the  sur- 
face on  which  the  game  is 
played  has  only*  a minor  effect 
on  what  is  happening.  Cricket, 
in  contrast,  is  very  different  in 
Rawtenstall  compared  to 
Rawalpindi  or  even  in  the 
damp  compared  to  the  dry. 

The  huge  advantage  base- 
ball has  is  that  it  knows  itself. 
There  is  a minor  difference, 
about  which  purists  can  quar- 
rel for  hours,  over  the  tactics 
employed  in  the  National 
League  compared  to  the  Amer- 
ican League,  where  the  pitcher 
does  not  have  to  bat  and  is 
replaced  by  the  "designated 
I hitter”,  usually  an  aged  star 
whose  career  is  lengthened  by 
being  fielding.  Imagine  Devon 
Malcolm  being  replaced  at  the 
crease  by  Ian  Botham. 

But  it  is  all  one-day  base- 
ball There  are  not  two  games 
to  appeal  to  different  audi- 
ences. Baseball  does  not  have 
cricket's  breadth  and  depth, 
though  it  is  a sport  that  is  at 
once  cunning  and  exciting:  it 
has  the  thrills  of  one-day 
cricket  with  a portion  of  Test 
cricket's  strategic  intricacy'. 


THE  real  trick,  though, 
is  that  baseball  learned 
decades  ago  how  to 
market  itself.  A trip  to 
the  ball  game  in  any  US  city 
means  a comfortable,  attrac- 
tive and  exciting  day  out  — 
competitively  priced,  with 
good  food  and  decent  side- 
shows to  pass  the  time  when 
the  game  gets  a little  fiat 
It  does  this  without  de- 
meaning or  diminishing  it- 
self. They  had  a bouncy  cas- 
tle, face  painting  and  musical 
interludes  at  Old  Trafford  on 
Monday.  I am  all  in  fevour  of 
gimmickry  but  it  should  be 
cricket-related.  The  idea  is  to 
entice  kids  into  learning  to 
follow  cricket,  not  to  give 
them  a lifetime  interest  in 
professional  bouncy  castling. 

It  would  be  wonderful  if 
tonight  every  kid  had  the 
chance  to  lace  a second-team 
player  in  the  nets,  or  hat 
against  a howling  machine  or 
bowl  with  the  speed  gun  on. 
We  will  probably  see  bits  of 
nonsense  that  are  both  more 
desperate  and  less  relevant. 

MacLaurin  should  send  his 
officials  on  a tour  of  the  US. 
What  basebaU  has  to  teach  is 
nothing  to  do  with  splitting 
cricket  into  two,  three,  six  or 
18  divisions.  It  is  everything 
to  do  with  reaching  out  and 
touching  the  next  generation. 
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Athletics 


Rugby  Union 


Cork  quick  to  bounce  back 
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Johnson  runs  Llanelli  sell  Stradey  to  get  out  of  red 

■iggsgfc  ■■  — “We  are  still  negotiating  | agreement,”  said  Gallacher.  | from  Newcastle,  Moseley 

| | H I WWMI  ”*"”aw  with  the  WRITS  lawyers,  in  “We  wifi,  have  an  imroedi-  and  BristoL 


Duncan  Mackay 

BEN  JOHNSON  has  a 
room  In  his  $1  million 
house  in  a Toronto  sub- 
urb where  he  hangs  a painting 
by  Helnwein  portraying  three 
mien  idols:  Marilyn  Monroe, 
XMs  Presley  and  James  Dean. 
It  is  called  the  "Boulevard  of 
Broken  Dreams’’.  It  is  a street 
Johnson  has  walked  down 
once  or  twice.  _ 

This  week  Big  Bad  Ben  wftl 
-find  out  whether  he  is  to  be 
given  the  chance  to  live  his 
dream  once  more.  He 
appeared  In  a court  in  Bramp- 
ton, Ontario,  on  Monday, 

. where  he  claimed  the  life  ban 
imposed  by  the  International 
Amateur  Athletic  Federation 
four  years  ago.  after  he  tested 
- positive  for  drugs  for  the 
gjymal  time,  was  unfair  and 
PtedacmM  be  given  the  oppor- 
pmiy  to  compete  again. 

V “A  lifetime  ban  is  harsh. 
Btis'lawyer  Axy  Leighl  raid. 
s^Tliis  means  the  one  talent 
(fast  he  has  taken  pride  in.  he 
cant  use  to  make  a living.'' 
Justice  Moira  Caswell  will  an- 
nounce her  ruling  on  Friday. 

Stripped  of  his  Olympic  gold 
medal  in  Seoul  in  1988  after 
whining  the  100  metres  in  a 
world-record  9.79scc  — subse- 
quently removed  — when  he 
tested  positive  tor  anabolic 
steroids.  Johnson  returned  to 
the  track  after  serving  a two- 
year  ban.  But  he  was  kfckfid 
Out  for  good  in  1993  when  be 
again  tested  positive,  this  time 
for  excessive  testosterone. 

Johnson  initially  denied 
any  drug  use  after  Seoul.  But 
later,  when  testifying  before 
the  Dubin  inquiry  established 
to  study  the  whole  problem  of 
. doping  in  athletics  ft*  Canada, 
be  admitted  he  had  lied,  say- 


ing he  was  confused  by  all  the 
pressure.  The  second  time  be 
maintains  he  was  framed. 

“When  I came  back  toe  es- 
tablishment still  wanted  me 
out,  so  they  set  me  up,”  John- 
son told  the  Guardian.  “I  was 
tested  three  times  in  five  days 
to  Canada,"  he  said. ‘The  first 
and  third  tests  were  dean  but 
the  middle  one  showed  me 
over  the  testosterone  limit 
That  couldn’t  happen  — if  1 
had  been  positive  it  would 
have  shown  in  all  three  tests. 

"I  have  been  singled  oat  I 
am  the  rug  athletics  wipes  its 
feet  on.  So  many  athletes  have 
been  caught  using  drugs  and 
what  is  to  say  they  are  differ- 
ent to  me?  Yet  whem  it  comes 
to  a drugs  matter  people  refer 
to  me  and  what  happened  to 
me.  An  I want  now  is  to  be 
able  to  get  on  with  my  life, 
working  the  job  I know.” 

It  is  part  of  a two-pronged 
attack  by  Johnson  and  his 
lawyers  to  embarrass  the 
L4AF.  They  are  also  planning 
legal  action  to  have  his  time 
of  9.83,  set  during  the  world 

f mnionflhips  Iff  Rtalte  10 
years  ago,  reinstated  as  tiie 
SS3  record  ahead  of  his  fel- 
low countryman  Donovan 
Bailey's  9.84  from  last  year's 
Olympic  Games  because 
Johnson  did  not  fell  a test 
after  that  performance. 

Most  people  will  regard  this 

latest  comeback  attempt  as 
another  exercise  in  cymosm 
which  further  harms  athlet- 
ics. Johnson  does  not  care- 
"Punic  will  point  and  shout 
and  say,  There 
he  is:  Ben  Johnson.  We  know 

whJfbVdM'-MTSlP^^ 

happen  for  the  rest  cfmy  life 
MlTost  want  the  chance  to 
StedTon  to  the  frack  and 
SJJfthe  athletics  chapter  on 
my  life  properly." 


THE  Welsh  Rugby  Union 
is  buying  Llanelli’s 
Stradey  Park  ground 
for  £1.25  million  to  help  the 
dub  pay  off  crippling  debts. 

The  Scarlets’  liabilities 
| total  more  than  £800.000 
and  the  only  way  for  them 
to  get  back  into  the  black  is 
to  sell  their  major  asset. 
Llanelli  will  lease  the 
ground  for  25  years  and 
want  an  option  to  be  able  to 
buy  it  back  alter  that 
The  plan  will  be  pat  be- 
fore Llanelli’s  members 
next  Monday  night  but  the 
club’s  chairman  Stuart  Gal- 
lacher does  not  anticipate 
any  problems. 


Rugby  League 


“We  are  still  negotiating 
with  the  WRITS  lawyers,  in 
particular  over  the  right  to 
buy  back  the  ground,  but 
we  have  to  clear  our  debts 
to  be  able  to  make  a fresh 
start  and  this  is  oar  only 
option,”  he  said. 

In  return  Llanelli  will 
have  to  sign  a 10-year 1 
agreement  to  remain 
within  the  Union.  They  will 
become  the  fifth  of  the 
eight  Premier  Division 
clubs  in  Wales  to  pledge 
themselves  to  the  WRU; 
Cardiff  and  Ebbw  Vale  are 
taking  the  governing  body 
to  court  in  a bid  to  main- 
tain their  independence 
while  Newport  have 
adopted  a watching  brief. 

“We  are  happy  with  the 


agreement,”  said  Gallacher. 
“We  will  have  an  immedi- 
ate cash  flow  which  will 
help  us  keep  our  players 
and  plan  for  the  next  couple 
of  years.  We  will  offer  mem- 
bers a share  issue  on  Mon- 
day and  our  priority  is  to 
ensure  we  never  get  into 
this  position  again.” 

Llanelli  are  looking  for 
new  players  and  may  show 
an  interest  in  the  Swansea 
second-row  Steve  Moore, 
who  won  his  first  cap 
againcf  Canada  on  Saturday. 

Moore,  a 28-year-old 
policeman.  Is  hoping  to 
take  a three-year  sabbatical 
from  the  force.  He  is  not 
under  contract  with  Swan- 
sea and  his  agent  Mike  Bur- 
ton has  received  offers 


from  Newcastle,  Moseley 
and  BristoL 

The  switch  of  Wales’s 
match  against  New  Zealand 
at  Wembley  from  November 
16  to  November  29  means  a 
clash  with  England,  who 
play  South  Africa  at  Twick- 
enham that  day.  The  All 
wlackq  meet  Ireland  in  Dub- 
lin on  November  15. 

Australia  are  locked  In  a 
wrangle  with  Scotland  over 
how  much  they  will  receive 
for  playing  at  Murrayfield 
on  November  22.  The  Aus- 
tralians want  £300.000  but 
have  been  offered  £50.000. 

• Wales  will  play  five 
matches,  including  a Test, 
in  South  Africa  next  sum- 
mer in  the  boild-np  to  the 
1999  World  Cup. 


Broncos’  surprise  flourish  revives  hopes  of  English  clubs 


Paul  Rtcpatrfcfc 

THE  World  Club  Champi- 
onship has  thrown  tip  the 
improbable  prospect  of  suc- 
cess for  European  clabs.  This 
follows  the  first  round  of 
games  when  European  sides 
won  only  three  of  30  matches. 

If  London  Broncos  can 
repeat  the  dazzling  form  that 
accounted  for  Canberra 
Raiders  on  Monday  and  de- 
feat their  nampgalcea  from 
Brisbane  at  The  Stoop  on  Sun- 
day, two  of  the  world’s  finest 
rugby  league  sides  could  be 
out  of  the  competition. 

Pool  A (Australia)  is  a cut- 
throat section  and  one  defeat 
can  wreck  a side’s  hopes  of 
reaching  the  quarter-finals; 
only  three  of  six  will  go 
through. 

However,  It  Is  hard  to  imag- 


ine Brisbane’s  defence,  out- 
standing against  Wigan  last 
Sunday,  subsiding  in  the  way 
Canberra’s  did  after  half-time 
on  Monday. 

Brisbane,  though,  are  now 
under  real  pressure;  their  in- 
spirational half-back  Allan 

T-angpr  is  struggling  with  a 

groin  strain  and  their  prop 
Glen  Lazarus  has  a serious 
leg  injury. 

London’s  main  injury 
worry  is  Shaun  Edwards,  the 
former  Wigan  scrum-halt  He 
is  having  trouble  shaking  off 
a hamstring  strain  and  he 
was  restricted  to  33  minutes' 
play  in  Monday’s  match. 

But  what  8 period  it  was. 
When  he  arrived  London 
i looked  destined  for  a hiding; 
when  he  went  off  they  were 
well  on  their  way  to  an  even 
more  prestigious  victory  than 
the  win  over  Wigan  Warriors 


two  weeks  ago.  The  transfor- 
mation was  not  entirely  down 
to  Edwards  but  a large  part  of ; 
it  was. 

Another  win  for  London 
would  almost  guarantee  their 
place  in  the  last  eight  and,  sig- 
nificantly, ensure  a home 
draw.  If  Brisbane  and  Can- 
berra were  out  of  the  way  by 
then  the  possibility  of  a Euro- 
pean dub  winning  the  tour- 
nament would  not  be  so 
laughable  as  it  seemed  a Short 
while  ago. 

Sales!  Finau,  Warrington's 
Tongan  centre,  will  miss  his 
side’s  final  two  World  Club 
Championship  game*  against 
Cronulla  Sharks  and  Auck- 
land Warriors.  He  was 
banned  for  two  matches  after 
a head  tackle  on  Penrith’s  Sid 
Domic  last  Friday - 

Gary  Hetherington,  the 
Leeds  Rhinos’  chief  execu- 


tive. yesterday  dismissed 
speculation  that  the  club  were 
looking  to  replace  their  head 

coach  Dean  Bell 

Malcolm  Reilly,  a former 
Leeds  coach  currently  with 
Newcastle  Knights  in  Austra- 
lia, has  been  linked  with  a 
return  to  Headingley. 

The  present  players,  said 
Hetherington.  were  probably 
the  moat  committed  the  club 
had  had  for  20  years;  the  over- 
all picture  was  "very  rosy” 
and  it  was  hardly  a recipe  for 
“changing  our  coaching 
team,”  He  said. 

A grant  of  £10,000  has  been 
made  by  the  English  Sports 
Council  to  the  Rugby  Football 
League  to  support  their 
Tackle  Racism  in  Rugby 
League  campaign.  A survey 
into  racism  was  published  in 
1995  followed  by  a 13-point 
plan  of  action. 


Dominic  cork  could 
make  a dramatic  return 
to  the  Derbyshire  first  team 
this  weekend.  The  25-year-old 
England  pace  bowler  has 
made  a rapid  recovery  from  a 
hernia  operation  and  is  aim- 
ing to  play  in  the  Sunday 
League  game  against  Glamor- 
gan at  Chesterfield. 

If  all  goes  well,  Cork  would 


then  face  Sussex  in  next  Tues- 
day’s NatWest  Trophy  quar- 
terfinal at  Derby- 
Cork  underwent  surgery 
last  month  and  was  not  ex- 
pected to  play  until  August 
but  he  made  a surprise  return 
for  the  second  team  against 
Yorkshire  on  Monday,  scor- 
ing 55  and  taking  four  for  16 
in  five  overs. 


LAST  CHANCE  TO  PACK 
YOUR  KIT  FOR  THE 
WEST  INDIES  * 


*■ 
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Pilsudski  doubtful  for  King  George,  page  1 3 

RavaneUi  back  in  Middlesbrough,  page  14  ^ 

Fisichella  booked  by  Benetton,  page  14 

England  tempted  by  Smith’s  swing,  j 

pageistr-. 
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Silly  money 
that  talks 


Jim  White 


CUVE  MASON 


Fielding  practice. . . the  Australians  take  time  crot  from  nete  at  Headingley  yesterday  for  an  improvised  game  of  volleyball 

As  England  and  Australia  gather  for  the  fourth  Test,  the  battle  hots  up  to  keep  Yorkshire  at  their  headquarters.  David  Hopps  reports 

Headingley  fights  to  stay  put 


HEADINGLEY's 

owners  will  attempt 
to  salvage  the  old 
ground’s  Test  future 
today  by  unveiling  redevelop- 
ment plans  intended  to  dispel 
assumptions  that  the  stadium 
is  doomed  to  closure. 

Paul  Cad  dick,  a mill  Iona  lie 
property  developer,  will  use 
the  eve  of  the  fourth  Test  to 


champion  a £32  million  move 
to  modernise  Headingley, 
with  promises  to  complete 
£20  minion  of  improvements 
before  the  World  Cup  in  1999. 

A favourable  response  Is 
essential  for  Headlngley’s 
owners  — the  Leeds  Cricket, 
Football  and  Athletic  Com- 
pany  — as  they  adopt  every 
tactic  available  to  block  York- 


shire’s plans  to  leave  for  a 
state-of-the-art  stadium  near 
Wakefield. 

That  planned  move,  en- 
dorsed three-to-one  by  mem- 
bers at  the  annual  meeting  in 
March,  would  cause  Heading- 
ley  to  collapse  as  a Test  centre 
and  also  threaten  its  viability 
as  a rugby  venue. 

But  Yorkshire's  withdrawal 


has  been  delayed  by  a legal 
wrangle  over  their  Heading- 
ley  lease,  which  has  more 
than  80  years  to  run.  (taHHIrlr 
has  refused  to  release  the 
county  from  their  terms  and. 
while  that  dispute  drags  on. 
Lottery  funding  cannot  be 
considered. 

Lottery  finance  is  equally 
essential  to  Headingley's  en- 


visaged upgrading  but,  with 
Yorkshire’s  president  Sir 
Lawrence  Byford  and  Cad- 
dick  barely  on  speaking 
terms,  the  situation  is  «n£  of 
stalemate.  In  an  otherwise 
mundane  television  debate 
this  week  Caddlck  and  York- 
shire’s chief  executive  Chris 
Hassell  might  have  been  rival 
politicians  feuding  over  a 
forthcoming  by-election. 

Headinglsy*s  redevelopment 
proposals  include  plans  for 
covering  the  Western  Terrace, 
with  die  likelihood  that  Leeds 
City  Council  win  relax  its  op- 
position to  it  The  willingness 
of  both  Caddick  and  the  coun- 
cil to  offer  concessions  to  keep 
Yorkshire  at  Headingley 
makes  the  ground  a potentially 
more  attractive  proposition 
than  it  has  been  for  years. 

The  fourth  Test  provides  an 
opportunity  for  lobbying  on 
all  sides,  and  these  filings 
will  be  as  fiercely  contested 
as  those  on  the  field. 

Behaviour  cm  the  popular 
terrace —also  advanced  by  Sir 
Lawrence,  a former  chief  con- 
stable, as  a reason  for  leaving 
Hnadfrigiay — is  again  likely  to 
trouble  the  ground  authorities. 


especially  in  the  wake  of  the 
streaking  spree  at  the  third 
Test.  At  its  worst,  racist  oven- 
tunes  have  been  evident  at 
Headingley,  causing  recurrent 


embarrassment  to  Yorkshire. 

Headlngley’s  third  source 
of  controversy  has  been  file 
unpredictable  nature  of  its 
Test  pitch  but  David  Lloyd 
yesterday  responded  wryly  to 
Australia's  allegations  that 
conditions  are  being  tailored 
to  suit  the  home  side. 

“If  anyone  thinks  there  is 
any  skulduggery  Fd  just  like 
to  remind  them  of  the  pitches 
at  Lord’s  and  OM  Trafford,” 
Said  the  Wn  gland  raarh,  who 
feels  that  both  wickets  suited 
Australia's  attack. 

ItogLand  are  fresh  from  an- 
other motivational  get- 
together,  at  Budding  Park, 
near  Harrogate.  Hie  one  at  the 
start  of  the  season  was  more 
physically  demanding;  this 
time  it  included  archery,  day- 
pigeon  shooting  and  an 
address  by  Sebastian  Coe.  “Seb 

came  to  talk  to  us  about  win- 
ning,” said  LkJytL  Presumably 
as  a former  Olympic  cham- 
pion. not  as  the  defeated  Con- 
servative MP  for  Falmouth. 


Jt  RECORD  has  been  set 

#\  this  week  in  the 

*4  United  States  and 
# %news  of  It  is  dominat- 

ing the  television  bulletins. 
The  top  headline  on  CNN  and 
ESPN  (the  dedicated  sports- 
channel),  it  is  reckoned  to  be 
of  higher  importance  than  fixe 
Yankees’  pitchar  putting  in  a 
Devon  Malcolm-on-a-bad-day 
performance  against  the  Mil- 
waukee Brewersorof  Justin 
(no  relation  to  Jason)  Leonard 
winning  the  Open.  It  is  even 
thought  to  he  more  important 
than  Tiger  Woods  not  winning 
the  Open. 

The  story  centres  on  Barry 

Sanders,  of  the  Detroit  Lions. 
Aral  the  record  he  has  broken 
is  not  op  the  md  but  la  an 
pmtnanflymop*  important 
arena;  the  boardroom.  With  a 
flourish  SMsjhMmp. . 
Edated  pen  Sanders  has  just 
signed  a contract  which 

malcwi  him  the  Mgfcf*  paid ' 
footballer  in  NFL  history:  a 
five-year  deal  worth  $34  mil- 
lima  (£20.73  mflUon),  That  is 
just  the  basic.  In  addition 
Sanders  has  landed  a few  little 
extras — including  an  (11  mil- 
lion up-front  signing  btmus — 
inapackage  worth  up  to  912.75 
million. 

This  little  bit  of  icing  on  the 
cake,  his  agent  crowed  on  the 
box,  is  not  performance- 
related.  He  win  be  entitled  to  it 

ifiw  never  cptchoa  football 

in  a game  again;  it  is  there 
simply,  it  seems,  as  a reward 
fix1  being  Barry  Sanders. 

Currently  seventh  in  the 
career-rushing  record  table, 
file  29-yearold  wide  receiver 
was  not  available  for  comment 
when  the  networks  went  to 
call  this  week  No  surprise 
there;  he  was  too  busy  at 
home,  you  imagine,  trying  to 
work  out  how  he  will  set  about 
spending  925,000  a day  over 
the  next  five  years.  ' 

Now  the  contract  negotia- 
tions have  reached  a satisfac- 
tory conclusion  after  weeks  of 
public  and  bitter  wrangling 
Sanders  has  condescended  to 
turn  up  soon  at  the  Lions’ 
summer  training  camp, 
which  he  had  been  boycotting 
until  the  new  deal  was  agreed. 

Unfortunately  bis  team- 
mates will  not  be  able  to  give 
him  the  kind  of  reception  a 
new  record-holder  might  feel 
be  deserves;  they  will  be 
otherwise  engaged  Uningup 
outside  the  owner's  office  for  a 


few  contract  dtacosskns  of 
their  own.  - 
How  Fatxhdo  Ravanelli 
must  look  across  the  Atlantic 
and  wondtr  how  behind  the 
times  we  in  Britain  are.  Ever- 
ton  have  boon  refusing  to  si&i 
him  because  ofhls  alleged  sky- 
high  salary  demands  white 
Middlesbrough  insisted  ha 
turn  up  for  summer  training 
and  like  some  medieval  serf- 
owner,  had  refused  even  to 
pay  him  while  he  looked  foe  a 
more  convivial  employer.  But 
now  the  Italian  has  agreed  to 
start  the  season  with  Bryan 
Robson’s  relegated  club. 

Ravanelil  Is  not  the  only  one 
seeking  inspiration  from  the 
way  they  do  things  in  the 
States.  Paul  Inca.  Junlnho. 
David  Glnola:  they  have  all 
been  at  it — using  the  media  as 
a negotiating  weapon  in  rat- 
cheting up  their  contract  de- 
mands. And  as  our  sport  be* 
comes  Increasingly 
Americanised — with  the  cor- 
porate sponsors  moving  in 
and  takfogover  the  players, 
with  television  dictating  rules 

and  structures,  with  big- 

match  tickets  available  only  to 
the  wealthy  and  influential  — 
we  can  exp^  our  off-seasons 
to  be  evermore  dominated  by 

flnanolal  ahwimlpwo. 

In  America  there  la  no  such 
thing  ae  a holiday  from  foot- 
ball. In  the  summer  they  ar* 
guB  over  money . And  on  news 
shows  earnest  analysts  dis- 
cusswhy  this  ttne-hadwr  is 
refusing  to  join  hia  summer 
camp  or  why  fiat  owner  has 
turned  down  his  champion- 
ship winning  coach's  request 
for  a fivefold  pay  increase. 

SANDERS'  contract 
deal,  apparently,  has 
been  dragging  on  for 
weeks,  the  summer's 
soap  opera,  the  sporting 
equivalent  ofthe  OJ  trial, 
watched  and  picked  apart  by  a 
small  regiment  of  know-alls — 
or,  to  be  more  accurate,  no- 
nothings and  guess-a-lots. 

Now  it  is  over  they  are  going 
to  have  to  return  to  their  mun- 
dane day  Jobs;  discussing  the 
action  on  the  field. 

Meanwhile,  if  RavancUi 
cannot  wait  for  his  adopted 
country  to  pick  up  the  Ameri- 
can way  of  doing  sporting 
business,  perhaps  he  ought  to 
stop  messing  around  and  head 
over  there— just  like  his  for- 
mer Riverside  team-mate 
Branco,  who  this  week  signed 
for  the  New  York  MetroStars 
in  the  Major  League  Soccer’s 
Eastern  Division.  Or  perhaps 
not 

Branco  sat  In  the  stands  and 
watched  his  new  team  play  on 
Sunday.  They  lost  4-0  to  the 
Los  Angeles  Galaxy,  in  a per- 
formance their  coach  de- 
scribed as  “a  disgrace,  totally 
lacking  in  heart".  It  must  feel 
like  Middlesbrough  all  over 
again. 


WHEW  YOUR  CAR  LEYS  YOU  DOWN. 

Green  Flag  won't.  On  average,  we  rescue 
our  members  in  just  35  minutes.* 

And  if  we're  not  with  you  in  less  than  one 
hour,  you  can  claim  £10  back.  Plus,  we 
offer  a choice  of  5 levels  of  cover.  What's 
more,  our  6000  skilled  mechanics  will 
repair  most  problems  at  the  roadside. 
To  find  out  more^contact  us  right  now. 


CHOOSE  FROM  5 LEVELS  OF  COVER* 

• Recovery  Only  £29.50 

• Roadside  Assistance £38.00 

• Comprehensive  ££9.00 

• Comprehensive  Gold €93.00 

• Total  Protection £145.00 


-VarUk-d  from  niaonw  soilsfectwn  quaratoniwh*,. 
t Prices  quoted  are  fur  eootimjous  payment  methods  only.  Cara 
ro9isCeFsd  before  31/7/87  an  tubjoa  i®  an  eddftionot  tee  of  CIS. 


Green  Flag  SRflT 

Motoring  Assistance 

WE  LEAVE  EVERYONE  STANDING  BUT  YOU 


call  free  today  on 

0800  001 343 

qwiinLng.  GU76I0  end  your  credit/ drift  card 
Dumber  or  complata  the  coupes. 

http://www.greenflBg.co.uk 


POST  TODAY- ND  STAMP  NEE  DID 
BREEN  FU8.  Fnwpow.  Leeds,  West  toltshlre  LSW  tar 
Pfassc  send  me  further  Information  about  SHEEN  FLAB. 
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“There’s  one 
scene  where 
she%  sitting 
doing  her 
homework  and 
I’m  plaiting  her 
hair,  and  you’re 
thinking,  this 
man  has  been 
having  sex 
with  her,  but 
he^s  also  being 
a very  good 
father,  he 
obviously  loves 
her.  It  will 
hopefully 
make  people 
readdress  what 
paedophilia  is.” 
Jeremy  Irons 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  21,023 

Set  by  Paul 


Across 


1 Not  as  15  25  G2  AS) 

10  Withdraw  sanctity  when  Aii 
shuffle  is  seen  in  church  {7) 

11  Lightweight  wants  to  spoil 
the  basics  of  language  (7) 

12  Mian  drinks  mother's  ruin 
© 

13  Detectives  otoer  j«ks  back 

In  jerks  (9) 

14  Languish  having  Httte 
money,  retire  havfog  utile 
money  (5) 

10  The  law  with  a brush?  (9) 

I*  Deceptions,  nothing  less, 
"anting  to  be  scrutinbed  (9) 

1*  Cobra  camouflaged  in  tree 

20  Creator  of  The  Saint  Is  after 
pannlssive  document  (9) 

23  Preside  over  church  music 
(5) 


24  Bring  legal  action  against 
every  demon  first  (7) 

» See  15 

28  Setter  given  lofty  urge  cut 
short,  then!  state  from 
elementary  study  (13) 

Down 


2 Duck  has  virus — OAR 

affected,  laying  eggs  (9) 

3 Afters  of  setter,  whfaky  or 
stew?  (5) 

4 Push  before  getting  on  ship 
(5) 

8 Home  has  garden  I 
cultivated  with  deep  roots 
(9) 

* Shocking  transport  goes 
round  tho  bend  with  a shake 

7 Hill  climbing  wanderer#*) 

8 Copper  in  coB  directs 
brokorVun  broken  electrical 
current  (6,7) 


SOLUTION  21,022 


9 American  rustic  wants 
container  for  biscuits?  (7-6) 

le^Zd  Renaissance  art 

captures  piety  as  beauty 
capturing  art?  ^2,1.7) 

13  Tta-la*— charts  making 
coffee  by  the  sound  of  It?  (9) 
17  Scottish  island  needs 

something  to  chew — aftsh 

m 

21  Cox  gives  some  help 
padding  backwards  (5) 

22  Compilers  want  a raise  for 
each  that*  woeflem© 

23  Three  hundred  and  fon 
round,  round  bacteria  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 


V Stuck?  Tfton  criowsdutiorebM 
oneeai  asarm  Cab  ore*  sop 
pwrrtnutBomtUnri.atwioa**' 
pkodtyMS  ■ ~ 
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